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(CONTINUED) 
[LETTERS OF THE ASSEMBLY TO THE LORD PROTECTOR AND 
TO SAMUEL MATTHEWS, AND INSTRUCTIONS TO EDWARD 
DicGces, DECEMBER, 1656. } 


[Printed, Burk’s History of Virginia, II, 116, &c.] 





[THE Kincs INSTRUCTIONS TO GOVERNOR BERKELEY, 1662. ] 
[Printed, Va. Mag. Hist. and Biog., Ill, 15-20. ] 





[PROCEEDINGS OF ASSEMBLY CONVENED SEPT. 10, 1663. ] 
[Printed, Hening, II, 196-207. | 





[JouRNAL OF THE House oF BurGEsses Oct., &c., 1666. ] 


[Part of this journal is printed, Hening, II, 249-254. The 
remainder is given below. It will be seen that in the course of 
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legislative work, there appear the first draughts of various laws 
printed in Hening, II, 230-248. ] 

Particular Planter to the Collector for clearing the said Tobacco 
But that the Law may still continue in force for Potomack 
Accomack and Northampton. 

Whereas divers Owners and keepers of Mills in this Country 
do refuse to grind Corn according to turn for the reward and toll 
already set and appointed by Act.’ 

It is humblv proposed that what person soever Master Owner 
or Lessee of any Miil shall hereafter refuse to grind as aforesaid 
may be fined and one thousand pounds of Tobacco for 
every such Offence and if the Miller so refusing be a Servant to 
be punished at the discretion of the County Court where the 
Offence shall be committed and Complained of unless the said 
servant can prove that what he did was by the Order of his 
Master which fine to be recovered by any person Injuried by 
Action of Debt in the Court of that County where the Action 
was committed. 

Whereas the 77 Act’ concerning the Insufficiency of fences 
prohibites any hurt or Injury to be done to several Sorts of 
Cattle and Beasts amongst which Sheep are not Nominally in- 
cluded it is proposed that Sheep be hereby declared to be com- 
prehended with the rest in the said Act mentioned. 

Whereas’ the Honourable Secretary Ludweil Esq’r hath in- 
formed the Assembly that he finds in the Records many patents 
for great Parcels of Land for which there appears not any Rights 
upon Records and further that divers patents have been issued 
and no record extant. The Assembly taking into their consid- 
eration the great Trouble and prejudice that may ensue to divers 
honest inhabitants of the Country in asserting their Titles made 
thus Invalid by the Neglect of former Clerks. 

Humbly propose that for preservation of all present Titles and 
prevention of future Troubles that all Lands held by former 
Patents of which there is no record extant or to which there are 








1See Hening, Il, 127. 


* Hening, 11, 100. 
’ Hening, 11, 245. Thos. Ludwell was appointed Secretary of State in 


March, 1660-61 ( Hening, II, 39). 
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no rights annexed in the records until the date of this present 
may be held Valid according to the Claims of the Several paten- 
tees. (Those defects being found to have happened by the 
Neglect of the Clerks of those times in not making present Entry 
of the Rights delivered to them and the casualty of two Several 
fires whereby many of those Rights with other papers have been 
destroyed Requesting Mr. Secretary to continue his Care in not 
Suffering any patents hereafter to pass the Office without its 
being first compared with the records. ) 

Whereas‘ the Officers of the Militia have complained that 
divers refractory persons in contempt of the Authority impower- 
ing them and to the Ruin of all Military Discipline refused to 
appear upon the days of Exercise and other times when required 
to attend on the Public Service. 

It is humbly proposed that every person so neglecting to 
appear shall for every such Neglect be fined one hundred pounds 
of Tobacco to be disposed of by the Militia for the use of the 
Regiment and that the Commanders return of such forces to the 
sheriff of the respective Counties may be a Sufficient Warrant 
of the parties denial of payment to Levy the same by distress 
Provided that if before the laying the Levy the party amerced 
do shew to his Commander such Cause for his absence as by the 
said Commander shall be Judged reasonable then the party to 
be excused and the fine not returned. 

Whereas’ the present Obstructions of Trade and the Naked- 
ness of the Country do Sufficiently Evidence of what necessity 
it is to provide for a Supply by improving all Means of improv- 
ing and Raising Manufactures among our Selves and the Gover- 
nor’s Honour having by apparent demonstrations manifested 
that our poverty and necessity proceeds more for want of Indus- 
try than of Ability since five Women or Children of 12 or 13 
Years Old may provide Sufficient Clothing for thirty persons 
with much Ease if they would betake themselves to Spinning 
which cannot be objected against if Weavers and Looms were 
provided. 

It is therefore proposed that within two Years at furthest the 





*Hening, Il, 246. 
’Hening, Il, 238. 
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Commissioners of Eack County Court may be Enjoyned to pro- 
vide-and Set up a Weaver and Loom in Each of the respective 
Counties of this Country at the Charge of the County and that 
no private person setting up a Loom at his own Charge shall 
Excuse the County from Setting up a publick one but that every 
Court neglecting to perform the tenour of this proportion may 
be fined Tobacco provided that Executing thereof in the 
Counties of Rappahannock Lancaster Stafford and Westmore- 
land who by the Means of their Grounds pretend to be uncap- 
able of making provision for the so soon Imployment of a 
Weaver may be respited four Years from the date hereof. 


Whereas® the Charge of prosecuting of Criminal persons hath 
been hitherto usually defraied part by the publick but most by the 
Counties wherein they live for avoidance whereof It may be 
probable that Such lewd Livers may escape punishment by too 
favourable a Censure of their Demerits. 

It is humbly proposed that where the person himself convicted 
hath Estate Sufficient to Satisfie the Charge of his prosecuting 
It may be Enacted for Ease of the publick Taxes that such 
Charge may be paid out of the Estate of the person and the 
publick and the County oblidged to Satisfie only in Case none 
or not Sufficient Estate can be discovered. 





AT AN ASSEMBLY HELD AT JAMES CITY 28 OctT’R, 1666. 


Whereas at an Assembly held at James City March 1664 John 
Lear’ appealed in a Depending difference between him and 





6 Hening, II, 240. 

7Col. John Lear, who was probably of the Devonshire family of the 
name, emigrated to Virginia about the middle of the seventeenth 
century and settled in Nansemond county. As ‘‘Captain John Lear” 
he was a member for Nansemond in this Assembly. He was appointed 
a member of the Council in 1683, and died June 27, 1696. He was four 
times married, (1) name not known, before 1678, by whom he had a son 
Thomas, and a daughter Martha who married first Col. William Cole, 
Secretary of State, and secondly, Major Lewis Burwell, member of the 
Council ; (2) after 1678, Anne, widow of Col. John George, of Isle of 
Wight county ; (3) after 1688, Rebecca, widow of Col. Charles Moryson 
and Col. Leonard Yeo, of Elizabeth City county; (4) Ann Willis, of 
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Elizabeth Streeter shewing that whereas the said Elizabeth had 
impleaaed him the said Lear in the General Court for £25 Ster- 
ling due to her for so much paid to Thomas Bowler on the said 





Ipswich, Massachusetts, widow of Seth Sothell, Governor of North 
Carolina. She died before 1695. By his first marriage Col. Lear hada 
son Thomas Lear, who represented Nansemond county in the House of 
Burgesses in 1685, and probably other years, and who married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Col. Joseph Bridger, of Isle of Wight county, also a 
member of the Council. Thomas and Elizabeth Lear had issue, named 
in Col. Lear’s will, (1) Thomas, (2) John, (3) Elizabeth, (4) Martha. 
The son John married Elizabeth, executrix of Isabella Havield, who 
was executrix of Dr. Luke Havield, of Nansemond, and was sheriff of 
Nansemond in 1723 (see William and Mary Quarterly, IX, 124). 

It should perhaps be stated in view of the numerous military titles 
just mentioned, and for persons not familiar with the details of Virginia 
history, that throughout the Colonial period, there was a complete 
militia establishment for each county, and that the militia officers were 
always addressed and described by their titles. 

By some accident a copy of the will of John Lear drifted many years 
ago to Henrico County Courthouse, where it remains. The following is 
an exact copy: 

‘‘In Ye name of God amen the twenty first of November in ye Yeare 
of our Lord one thousand six hundred ninety five I John Lear in ye 
County of Nansemond in Virg’a being weak in body, and in good and 
perfect memory, thanks be to God doe make this my last will and Testa- 
ment in manner & forme following, that is to say first I bequeath my 
Soule & Spirit unto ye hands of God my heavenly father, by whome of 
his mercy & only grace I trust to be saved & received into eternal rest, 
through ye death of my Saviour and redeemer Jesus Christ in whose 
precious blood I sett ye hope of my salvation, and my body in hope of 
a joyfull resurrection, I committ to ye earth to be buried decently as my 
deare relations shall think fitt. And touching ye distribution of my 
worldly goods, I dispose of ye same as followeth. First I will that all 
such debts as I owe shall be truely paid, Imp’s I give to ye widow Pitt 
my Sister besides what she owes me five pounds Ster’g. I give to ye 
poor widow Perdue of ye Isle of Weight, five hundred pounds of 
tobacco a yeare as long as she lives. Item ye clothes of all sorts, silk, 
silver and gold fringes as all dresses fitted & made up now in ye house 
w'ch were belonging to my wives and daught’rs, as also their wearing 
linen I give to be equally divided betwixt my daughter Martha Burwell 
and my daughter Elizabeth Lear widow of my deceased son Thomas 
Lear. Item I give and bequeath to my granddaught’r Elizabeth Lear 
all that tract & dividend of land w’ch I leased to Coll. James Powell 
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Lear’s Account he the said Lear was no ways Oblidged nor 
Indebted for the Same But that being questioned for the same 
in the Assembly Anno 1658 by Capt. Edward Streeter the then 





and is now in possession of Cap’t Rob’t Randall, for her life, and after 
her decease to ye heirs of her body lawfully begotten, and for default of 
such issue, I give ye same tract of land, being about two hundred & fifty 
acres lying in Wariksquwick bay to John George and ye heirs of his 
body and in default of such heirs, I give ye same to my grandson John 
Lear to him and his heirs lawfully begotten forever. Item I give unto 
Charles Goreinge all my land in Surry County which I was aboute 
selling to William Browne as p’r pattent three hundred and thirty acres 
to him and his heirs forever, and I also give ye said Charles Goreinge ye 
negro boy Charles at Kecotan [Hampton, Elizabeth City county] and ye 
negro girle Nanny then also and six cowes and a bull. Item I give unto 
John George ye negroes Jack and Dido, and to use and plant as he see 
good on ye pointe land where ye said negroes are, till his owne land 
given him by Col. George shall come into his hands, and I also give him 
what Cattell is in ye said pointe belonging to me. Item I give one Stuff 
suite with fringed Jacket and silk hose unto James Montgomerie in full 
compensation of his trouble from first to last. All other my wearing 
clothes, linen and wooling I desire may be divided between John George 
and Charles Goreinge. Item, I give and bequeath unto my grandson 
John Lear all other my lands tenements and hereditiments in what 
nature quality together with what leases is for terme of years, to him & 
to his heirs of his body lawfully begotten. As to all my other accompts, 
estate, whether merchantable goods, household goods, plate, money, 
bills, bonds, and accompts, or any other goods, wares, or merchandizes 
of what nature soever either here or in England or elsewhere, my will 
and desire is y’t it be equally shared after a true accompt taken in three 
partes, the first third part I give unto my grandson John Lear forever, ye 
second third I give unto my two granddaughters Elizabeth and Martha 
children of my only son Thomas Lear and in case of mortality ye sur- 
vivor to enjoy ye deceased or deceasors parte, the third and last parte 
I give betwixt my daughter Martha Burwell and her children she had by 
Coll. Cole and ye survivors of them and ye land I bought of George and 
Guilliams adding ye plantation where John Mackwilliams did live Con- 
taining about three hundred and fifty acres with all houses, orchards, 
and tenements, hereditiments to ye same belonging to her and her heirs 
forever. Anything to the Contrary notwithstanding, and lastly I doe 
appoint my son-in-law Major Lewis Burwell and my good friend Capt. 
Tho. Godwin my absolute, whole and sole execut’rs of this my last will 
and testam’t and every point and p’r clause therein contained making 
null and void all other wills and testam’ts, whatsoever, and this only to 
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Husband of Elizabeth The Petitioner made the Business then so 
Clear that he obtained Order against the said Edward for several 
things due to him with Costs and damages and the said Fd- 
ward’s Suits for this Same dismist which so appearing also that 
Assembly in 1665 the Suit had then also been dismist but that 
the Assembly upon the humble Motion of the said Elizabeth 
pretending greater Evidence in this matter was referred to this 
Assembly Provided that the said Elizabeth at the next Court in 
Nancemond County Gave Security tcr paying the said Lear his 
Damages wherein she failing and the business again taken into 
Consideration Lieut. Colo. Jordan Attorney of the said Elizabeth 
being present who confessed that the said Lear again in the said 
General Court declaring his knowledge in the suit between the 
said Elizabeth and Thomas Bowler had by himself and other 
Evidence made it so fully appear that the said Lear himself with 
his own proper Estate had Satisfied the Debt aforesaid that no 
further doubt could remain thereof. The Assembly thereupon 
ordered the suit to be totally and finally dismist and concluded 
and that the said Elizabeth Streeter forthwith pay to the said 
John Lear for his unjust Molestation 1500]. Tobacco Damages 
with costs. Execution. 





be my last will and testam’t and no other. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto sett my hand, and fixed my seale ye day and year abov 


written. 
JoHN LEAR (locum sigillis). 


Signed sealed and delivered in 
ye pr’sence of 
signum 
William X Cofield 
John Lowe 
Elizabeth Bridges 
signum 
Ann X Cofield, 


Att a Court held for Nansemond County, December ye rath, 1695. 
Proved by ye oaths of Mr. William Cofield, Mr. John Lowe, Mrs. Ann 
Cofield and ye affirmation of Mad’m Elizabeth Bridges [a Quaker] with 
order to be recorded. 

ANDREW Ross, dep’ty Clk. 

Copia vera test.” 





—————E 
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To the Honourable Sir Wm. Berkeley Knight Governor &c. 

And the Honourable Council of Virginia. 

The humble petition of Wm. Whittacre*® Sheweth. 

That he formerly bought of Mr. Thomas Bushrod a Mulata 
named Manuel who bought him of Colo. Wm. Smith’s Assignee 
as a Slave for Ever but in September 1644 the said Servant was 
by the Assembly adjudged no Slave and but to serve as other 
Christian servants do and was freed in September 1665. 

Your petitioner most humbly prays he may have satisfaction 
from the Levy being freed by the Country and bought by your 
Petitioner at £25 Sterling. 

The Assembly not knowing any Reason why the Publick 
should be answerable for the inadvertency of the Buyer or for a 
Judgment given when justly grounded as that Order was. Have 
Ejected the Petition. 

Whereas the parishes of Lancaster and Payankatank having 
formerly been united and since divided into two Parishes by 
that division became more Sensible of the Inconveniency and 
Charge have petitioned to be reunited. It is accordingly ordered 
that their petition be granted and the Parishes to be reunited 
and to be called by the name of Christ Church Parish.° 

Proposed Whether one or more Members of the house be ap- 
pointed to carry Message to the Governor and Council of Vir- 
ginia or an Ordinary Messenger Employed. 

Ordered that thanks be returned to the right Honourable the 
Governor for his Care for the Dispatch of publick Affairs and 
that his Honour be requested to appoint some careful person to 
carry the Message to the Governor of Maryland to bring the 





8William Whittaker was a member of the House of Burgesses at the 
sessions of October, 1649, April, 1652, November, 1652, July, 1653, 
November, 1654, March, 1654-5, March, 1655-6, and December, 1656. 
At the last three sessions he is styled Lieutenant-Colonel Whittaker. 
“Captain William Whittaker,” who was a Burgess for James City county 
at the session of March, 1658-9, may have been a different person. 

*The county of Lancaster included at this time the present Middlesex, 
and Pianketank parish embraced the territory now included in the latter 
county. Later another parish of Christ Church was formed in the 
present Middlesex, making parishes of the name on both sides of the 
Rappahannock. 
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final result of that province about the Cessation with ail possible 
Expedition. 

Major John Weir” Major John Washington and Capt. Will 
Berkley are appointed to present to the right Honourable Gov- 
ernor the Order and Warrant for dispatch of a Messenger to 
Maryland. 

Upon presenting the list of Tithables for Lancaster County 
and in that an Exemption made of ten persons for Sir Henry 
Chichley as Councellor. It is Ordered that the said ten persons 
be added to the List such Exemptions for absent Councellors 
being taken of by the Act of Assembly. 


Ditto Die post Meridiem. 
For Propositions. 

Colo. Wm. Clayborn, Chairman, Colo. Edmund Scarburgh, 
Capt. William Ferrar, Capt. Otho Southcoat, Capt. Edward 
Ramsey, Capt. Law. Baker, Major Nicholas Hill, Capt. John 
Lear, Capt. William Carver, Colo. Leo. Yeo, Lieut: Colo. Barber. 


For Grievances. 

Capt. Joseph Bridger, Major Thomas Walker, Mr. Rawleigh 
Traverse, Capt. John Weye, Lieut. Colo. Mees, Major John 
Washington, assisted by Colo. Bland, Mr. William Presley, Capt. 
Henry Filmer, Lieut. Colo. Kendal. 

Whereas Several Grievances of several Counties have been 
presented to the house and divers propositions concerning the 
publick tendered the house of Burgesses have thought the 
appointing a Grand Assembly to consider the most Effectual and 
most expedient means of redress have Ordered the abovenamed 
Gentlemen being one of Each County to peruse them and give 
their reports and withal that the Right Honourable the Governor 
be pleased to add to the Assistance such Gentlemen as his 
Honour thinks fit. 

Upon the petition of George Liddal and John Britton Shewing 
that within two Months after Brittons arrival the said Liddal 
carried him to Court who adjudged him 16 Years of age whence 





Major John Weir represented Rappahannock, John Washington 
Westmoreland, and William Berkeley New Kent. To what family this 
Berkeley belonged is not known. 
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a Qucere arose whether he the said Britton Servant to the said 
Liddal were to serve till 21 or 24 Years of Age upon this Nice 
presumption that being adjudged but 16 Years at the Court 
when he arrived two months before that Judgement. The house 
being Sensible that no infallible Judgement of Age can be given 
have thought fit to declare that the Judge ought to be interrupted 
of the Age of the Servant when he came in and therefore have 
Ordered the said Britton to serve but five Year. 


MajoR WALKER’S PETITION. 
Westmoreland and Rappahannock Propositions. 

Proposals of York, Mr. Secretary’s Propositions, Northamp- 
ton propositions, Rappahannock Grievances, Lancaster Propo- 
sitions, Lower Norfolk Petition, Remonstrance to the Chancelor, 
Addresses of Henrico County, Isle of Wight Grievances—De- 
livered to the Committee. 

John Knight petitioning for Exemption from Levies as being 
Seventy Years Old the Assembly have ordered that if the County 
Court think him fit to be exempted from the payment of Levies 
his petition be granted. 26 October. The house adjourned till 
to Morrow Morning the third Drum. 


27 October 1666. 


The Assent to the proclamation of Maryland as full confirma- 
tion of the former Act of Cessation” assented to by a 2d Nemine 

Ordered that Account of the fines be each Saturday rendered 
in the House one half whereof to be disposed of to the use of the 
house one fourth to Major Hone for Collection the other fourth 
to be allowed and accepted by the said Major Hone To H. Rand 
[olph] on Account. 

The Several Gentlemen underwritten are appointed and re- 
quired to attend the pleasure of the Right Hon’ble the Governor 


this afternoon. 
Colo. Blake, 


Major Weye, Mr. Traverse, 

Mr. Lucas, Capt. Filmore, 

Lieut. Colo. Washington, Capt. Blackey. 
Contradicente. 





The cessation of tobacco planting—a favorite project during periods 
of low prices. 
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The fines this Week amounted to 460 lb of Tobacco. 

The House adjourned till Monday Morning third Drum the 
Committee to meet the first Drum this afternoon. 

October 29 1666. 

The House met there was read the result of the Conference 
between the Right Hon’ble the Governor and the Committee of 
Burgesses October 27 1666 as followeth viz : 

Then was read a petition of Mr. Wm. Drum [mond]" con- 
cerning the Land called the Governor’s Land in the main 
reference the 29 of October 1666 by the Governor and Council 
to the Assembly for their Judgments therein. Returned thus 
Endorsed. 

This Petition or one to this Effect was Exhibited in June last 
to which the house gave this Answer Viz’t [Not given]. June 
8, 1666. 

The house humbly conceiving the grants of Lands to apper- 
tain to the Governor and Council (and things thereby without 
their Cognizance) think fit this petition be returned to your 
Honour. 

And now do humbly conceive the same Answer (be sufficiently) 
the result of their Judgments as concerning this matter to be here 
Coram non Judice. 

The house adjourned till afternoon. The House met and the 
Proclamation from Maryland the Chancellor's Letter Read and 
something Debated. 

The House adjourned till to Morrew Morning. 

October 30 1666. The House called over. 

Whereas on Friday the 26th Instant a Grand Committee was 
appointed to hear Grievances and Ordered that for more Expe- 
dition it be divided. 

The former Proposition whether the proclamation Inclosed in 
the Chancellor’s Letter having no other attestation be thought a 
Sufficent tye for that Government’s assent and observation of 
the Act of Cessation. 

The Committees of Grievances and propositions sat until the 
Afternoon next day. 





®William Drummond, Governor of North Carolina, and hung for par- 
ticipation in Bacon’s Rebellion. 
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October 31 1666. 


The House called the Report of the Committee for Grievances 
was read which here followeth [Not given]. 
A Committee appointed to regulate the price of Ordinary 


Keepers. 
Colo. Scarburgh, 
Capt. Pack, Major Hone, 
Colo. Blake, Mr. Williamson, 
Mr. Lucas, Mr. Ballard. 


Ordered that the Governor’s Honour be requested to appoint 
some Gentlemen of the Council for the Assistance of the Com- 
mittee. 

Proposition de Runaways. 


Concerning Indians, Concerning Criminals, Concerning At- 
torneys. 
November 1 1666. 
A full Order to be drawn concerning Mr. Lear's business for 
dismission from Mrs. Streater’s Suit. Ut Sequitur. 


Slaughter Order—Thomas Lucas Junr. Order. 


Whereas there was a proposition from the Isle of Wight 
County for one of their three Burgesses to be dismissed. It is 
the Opinion and Judgment of this Assembly That Since no 
Burgess is admitted without Legal-and deliberate Examination 
of his return that it cannot consist with the Honour of the House 
to dismiss him trom attendance during the Continuance of that 
assembly of which he is a Member. 

To Major Walker’s petition for Encouragement for planting 
50,000 Mulberry Trees out of the fines of Delinquents according 
to Order of Assembly. 

It is Answered the time of forfeiture of the fines not being yet » 
expired the house is of opinion that no Cognizance Yet can or 
ought to be taken of this petition. 

The House adjourned till Afternoon. The House Called The 
Indian Capt. but of a Strange Nation thought fit to produce the 
Incursion of that Nation which being thought to be of great 
Importance to the Country therefore awarded 2500 lb. Tobacco. 

A Committee appointed to treat with the Governor about the 
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last Act concerning the Indians and the proposition preferred by 


Capt. Ferrar. 
Mr. Ballard, Chairman, 


Lieut. Colo. Mees, Capt. Lear, 
Capt. Ferrar, Major Hill, 
Major Weye, Capt. Thoroughgood. 


November 2, 1666, 


The Report of a Committee appointed to W on a Con- 
sult with the Hon’ble Governor the last night was this day 
returned ut Sequitur. 

This day was read in the house the right Hon’ble Governor’s 
Opinion upon Capt. Farrar’s Answer to the proposition concern- 
ing Indians. 

Major Washington’s Petition de Land to be Ordered. 

The Governor is pleased to declare That since his last coming 
from England he hath either found certainly Stint or Cessation 
of absolute necessity A Stint the best remedy but of greater 
difficulty to manage. 

Committee to attend the Governor about a treaty with Mary- 
land and the Incident Instructions. 





Capt. Joseph Bridger, Chairman, 


Capt. Peter Jennings, Lieut. Colo. Mees, 
Mr. Thomas Ballard, Mr. Wm. Presley, 
Capt. Edward Ramsey, Mr. Thos. Walker, 
Capt. John Weye, Capt. John Savadge. 


November 3, 1666. 


A Committee Attended the Governor. 
In the Afternoon the Report read and assented and the house 


adjourned. 
November 5, 1666. 

The House called some Propositions read and Assented to the 
Second time. 

That Mr. Secretary be requested to Admit Colo. Clayborn and 
Mr. Ballard. 

A Committee appointed to propose the rates of this Country 
Commodities for payment of publick Debts Ministers and parish 
duties Officer’s fees fines Quitrents and other Rents that be 
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generally contracted and become due in the Vacant Year from 
planting. 
Colo. Henry Mees, Ralph[Raleigh] Traverse, Robt. W’mSon, 
Capt. Weye, Capt. Parke. 
Ordered that the Hon’ble Governor be requested to Assist 
this Committee with one or more of the Council. 
November 6, 1666. 


Proposed. 
Whether upon the Governor’s Reasons communicated to the 


house it be conceived that there is a necessity of an Agent to 
manage the Countries Affairs in England if an honourable person 


would be found fit to be intrusted. 
A Committee appointed to treat with the Governor and request 


his Honour to consider some Hon’ble persons ihat might be fit 
and would please to accept the Managing the Affairs of the 
Country in England. 

Capt. Joseph Bridger, Chairman, 


Mr. Thos. Ballard, Mr. Robt. Williamson, 
Lieut. Colo. Kendall, Lieut. Colo. Mees, 
Capt. John Lear, Major John Washington. 


A Committee appointed to attend the Honourable Governor 
for drawing the Instruments for Wm. Drum[mond] Governor 
of Carolina and the Instructions for the Commissioners for Mary- 
land and to treat also with his Honour concerning his Satisfaction 
for the Silk presented to this Country by his Sacred Majesty. 

Capt. Joseph Bridger, Chairman, 
Capt. Daniel Parke, Lieut. Colo. Mees, 
Mr. Thomas Ballard, Major Hill, 

This is to certifie those it may concern that upon request of 
Major Thomas Walker of Gloster County I have caused to be 
counted those white Mulberry Trees® under mentioned Vizt: 





8The vision of silk production long lingered in Virginia. In March, 
1660-61 a former act for planting mulberry trees was revived (Hening, 
II, 32), another act was passed in March, 1661-2 (did, 121), in Septem- 
ber, 1663, the time for planting the trees was prolonged (74., tg91); but in 
October, 1666, the Assembly claiming that sufficient stimulus had been 
given by the public, repealed all acts concerning silk and mulberry trees 
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Planted by him or his Order which are now growing and tender 
in Anno 1664. 13,642 
Planted in 1665 found in the abovesaid condition 56,755 





79, 397 
This abovesaid Account I found to be agreeable and just. 
Witness my hand 17 May 1666 in Virginia. 
Agrees with the Original, 
Received 7 November, 1666. 


November 7 1666. 


The House called and the other propositions read and ap- 
proved were sent to the Governor for approbation. 

But before the house met the Committee attended the Gover- 
nor’s Honour who was pleased to desire Mr. Secretary to draw 
up the Instruments and Instructions who after upon considera- 
tion that himself was one of the Commissioners desired the house 
to appoint some other persons to draw them up. 

Upon Reading the Governor and Council’s approbation with 
the alterations annexed they were all gratefully assented to 
Except the dissent from the Act concerning lower Norfolk’s 
Exemption from giving the Lists of Tobacco to which Mr. 
Ballard, Capt. Carver, Capt. Lear, Colo. Yeo and Captain 
Bridger and Capt. Thoroughgood were appointed to acquaint 
his honour with the reasons inducing them to pass that proposi- 
tion and to return the Governor thanks for the forbearance of his 
Silk Money. 

Mr. Ballard and Mr. Lear appointed to take Mr. Knolls and 
Mr. Hunts acknowledgment of a Judgment before the Governor 


®. M. Peter Knight. 








(i6., 241). One of the chief promoters of the silk industry was Governor 
Edward Diggs, who imported two Armenians skilled in the business. 
Some of the raw silk made for him long remained at ‘‘ Denbigh,’’ War- 
wick county, one of his estates, and a small portion is in the possession 
of the Virginia Historical Society. 

There appears no record of silk given by the King to Virginia, but in 
1668 enough silk was given by the Colony to the King to make some 
article of dress for him. There is in the Calendar of State Papers, 
Colonial, a \etter from Charles II to Governor Berkeley, dated Novem- 
ber 25, 1668, acknowledging the present, and stating that he had com- 
manded it to be wrought up for his own use. 
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and Council. Before the Honourable Governor and Committee, 
&c., The Honourable Sir Wm. Berkeley Knight Governor, &c. 


Major General Robert Smith, 
Mr. Henry Corbyn, Colo. Nathaniel Bacon, 
Colo. Miles Cary, Colo. Thomas Stegge. 


This 7 of November 1666 Mr. John Knolls and Mr. Thos. 
Hunt appeared before the Court and Confessed Judgment upon 
the breach of a penal Bond for the Sum of 264,000 lb. of 
Tobacco and Cask due to the Honourable Robert Wynne 
Speaker of the grand Assembly and was for the performance of 
certain Conditions expressed in the said Bond of which they failed 
and Judgment is Entred accordingly. 

Test. Thomas Ludwell Secretary. Proposition about the 
Repeal of the Act prohibiting the Importation of Salt into 
Northampton County. 

Whereas the County of Northampton hath Shewed that by a 
former Act of Assembly the Importation of Salt into that County 
was prohibited for the better Encouragement of Colo. Edmund 
Scarbrugh who had Erected a Salt Work in Accomak but he 
not furnishing the people’s Wants in that County of Northamp- 
ton according to Expectation and the Law restraining their 
Relief from other places. 

It is humbly proposed That the said Act for so much as 
relates to that County be repealed and Liberty given to any 
person to Import and Sell Salt as freely as before the making of 
that Act of restraint as before he might have done. Colo. Scar- 
burgh himself having given his full Assent to the premises. 

Whereas the Act ascertaining the fees of Surveyors by reason 
of the means of the Salary (which seems to have been set in 
times when Tobacco was of a greater Value than can be now 
expected) both discourages any man of parts Ability and In- 
tegrity from Exercising the said function in the well discharging 
whereof the peace and possession of the Inhabitants of the 
Country are so much concerned and yet for want of a penalty 
give every one leave to extort from the people what Sums they 
please. 

It is humbly proposed that for Encouragement of able men 
and prevention of Extortion the fees limitted in the said Act be 
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advanced to double what they were Viz’t forty pounds of 
Tobacco for measuring one hundred Acres of Land if the parcel 
Exceed five hundred Acres if under to be allowed 200 lbs of 
Tobacco and for the same shall deliver an Exact plot of Each 
parcel Surveyed and measured and if any Surveyor upon 
reasonable demand (not being by Sickness or any other Lawfull 
impediments hindred) shall refuse to Measure the ILand of any 
person whatsoever for the Consideration and Satisfaction afore- 
said Every such Surveyor shall be fined for such his refusal 4000 
lbs. of Tobacco and for Exceeding The fee 200 lbs Tobacco for 
Every 100 Acres half to the party injured half to 

Whereas in some few frontier Counties the Number of Wolves 
killed and brought in by the Indians tho’ from never so great a 
distance hath been by some Inhabitants thereof through a 
Covetous desire of the Incouragement given by Act purchased 
to the insupportable burden tho’ little benefit of the people. 

It is therefore humbly proposed That the allowance for Wolfs 
killed by Indians and the Means of Inquiry and Discovery by 
whom ard where Wolves are killed may be left to the several 
County Courts by their Laws to take Order and provide for. 

Whereas upon the Establishment of a Cessation It will prob- 
ably ensue that Creditors may be rigorously importunate in 
recovering their Debts which if wholly paid in Tobacco will con- 
sequently deprive many people of any means to provide for the 
supply of their necessities for Remedy and Relief thereof. 

It is humbly proposed that for all Debts already contracted for 
to be paid this present Year in Tobacco any debtor paying one 
half of his debt in kind may have Liberty for the payment of the 
other half until the tenth of November 1668 Giving reasonable 
Security (if required) for the Remaining at the time aforesaid 
And in Case the Creditors will not stay that time but prosecute 
his Debtor for payment to be made sooner it shall be in the 
Liberty and Choice of the Debtor to make tender of his Estate 
before the next Justice of the peace to Legal Valuation for pay- 
ment of the said second Moiety Provided that if the Debt be 
under the Quantity of two hhds. of Tobacco It shall not be law- 
ful for the Debtor to prejudice the Creditor by breaking a hhd. 
of Tob’o and paying a parcel thereof. 

And that for payment of publick dues this Year (in respect of 
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the Cessation and Consequent Expectation of advancing the Roll 
of Tobacco) there be an abatement of the sums formerly allowed. 

And that all publick and County debts Ministers parish dues 
Officers fees fines Quit Rents and other Rents generally that 
shall become due or Contracted in the Vacant Year from planting 
may be paid in the Country Commodities at the Rates set this 
Assembly. 

Whereas the County of Lower Norfolk lyeth most in this 
River and therefore not so to be suspected to ship Tobacco 
without paying the Impost. 

It is humbly proposed that the Inhabitants of the said County 
may have equal Liberty with others to dispose of their Tobacco 
without the Trouble of the Address of Every . 

Whereas Lieut. Colo. John Washington hath Shewed that he 
obtained a patent of Land lying in Westmoreland and Rappa- 
hannock Counties part whereof is now included within the 
bounds allotted by the Grand Assembly to the Nanzatico™ 
Indians. It is Ordered according to the said Washington’s 
petition That upon the Indians deserting the said Land he the 
said Washinton may be readmitted to enjoy and possess the 
same by Virtue of his former grant and that no other after Claim 
may prejudice him in his right. 

Whereas John Catlet Gentleman in the behalf of Francis 
Slaughter Orphan hath shewed That Francis Slaughter obtained 
a patent of Land which is included within the bounds allotted by 
Order of the Grand Assembly to the Nanzatico Indians It is 
Ordered according to the said Catlet’s Petition on the behalf of 
the said Orphan that upon the Indians deserting the said Land 
the Orphan may be readmitted to enjoy and possess the same 
by Virtue of the Grant and that no other after Claim may preju- 
dice him in his Rights. 

Whereas Thomas Lucas Gentleman hath Shewed that he 








4In March, 1661-62, the Assembly enacted that commissioners to he 
appointed by the Governor should go to the several Indian towns and 
settle the bounds of their lands. The same act contained various pro- 
visions for the protection of the Indians. The Nanzatico Indians lived 
on both sides of the Rappahannock about the upper end of Essex 
county, and in the neighboring portions of Westmoreland and Richmond 
across the river. A plantation still preserves the name Nanzatico. 
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obtained a Patent of Land lying on the South side of Rapahan- 
nock River about two Miles above Portobacco Town which is 
now Included within the bounds allotted by order of the Grand 
Assembly to the Nanzatico Indians It is Ordered according to 
the said Lucas’s Petition that upon the Indians deserting the 
said Land he the said Lucas may be readmitted to enjoy and 
possess the same by Virtue of the former Grant and that no other 
Claim may prejudice him in his Right. 

Whereas John Petit a Frenchman by birth but an Ancient In- 
habitant of the Country whereof his Marriage abode Children 
many Services and approved fidelity have Justly made him 
reputed a Member have petitioned that he might be admitted 
into a Stricter tye of Obedience to his Sacred Majesty by being 
made denizen of this Country It is by the Governor Council and 
Burgesses of this grand Assembly granted and Ordered that the 
said John Petit be made a free denizen of this his Majesty’s 
Country of Virginia and thereby Vested and Indulged in all such 
freedoms liberties priviledges and immunities whatsoever as any 
Denizen is Capable of by Law or by his Majesty’s gracious 
declaration or anything therefrom Justly Inferred Provided the 
said Petit take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance to his 
Majesty before his Majesty’s Commissioners in the Court of that 
County where he inhabits. 

Whereas John Martin a Dane by Birth and a Boatwright by 
Trade hath long lived in this Country and truly and honestly 
behaved himself towards his Majesty and all his leige people 
and having full Resolutions to make his constant abode in this 
Country hath petitioned he might be admitted a Denizen It is 
by the Governor Council and Burgesses of this Grand Assembly 
Granted and Ordered that the said John Martin be made a free 
Denizen of this Country of Virginia and thereby Vested and 
Indulged with all such freedoms liberties priviledges and im- 
munities whatsoever as any Denizen is capable of by Law or 
by his Majesty’s gracious declaration or any thing therefrom 
justly inferred Provided the said John Martin take the oaths of 
Supremacy and Allegiance to his Majesty before his Majesty’s 
Commissioners in the Court of that County where he inhabits. 

Whereas Andrew Herbert a Dutchman by Birth long since 
removed himself his family and Estate from Monadas into this 
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Country and here purchased a plantation and thereupon lived 
and resolved here to live & Dye his Majesty’s faithful Subject 
hath petitioned he might be admitted a Denizen of this Country 
It is by the Governor Council and Burgesses of this Grand 
Assembly granted and Ordered that the said Andrew Herbert be 
made a free Denizen of this Country &c. ut in Alliis. 

Whereas William Martin a Dutchman by Birth Long since 
removed himself his Family and Estate from Dellaware Bay into 
this Country and here purchased a plantation and hath since 
lived in this Country and truly and honestly behaved himself 
towards his Majesty and liege people and having full resolution 
to live and die in this Country hath petitioned he might be 
admitted a Denizen of this Country. It is Ordered by &c. 

Whereas Peter Godson a Frenchman by birth hath Long since 
lived in this Country a Servant and a Freeman and of the re- 
formed Religion and truely and honestly behaved himself towards 
his Majesty and his Laws and here purchased Land and Married 
an English Woman and hath here three Children by her and 
having full resolution to make his constant abode in this Country 
and to live and die his Majesty’s Subject hath petitioned he 
might be admitted a Denizen thereof. It is Ordered by &c. 

Whereas John de Young by birth a Dutchman hath long since 
lived in this Country a freeman and Servant and of the reformed 
Religion and truely and faithfully demeaned himself towards his 
Majesty and Laws and here purchased Land and Married an 
English Woman and had many Children by her and having full 
Resolution to make his constant abode in this Country and to 
live and Dye his Majesty’s faithfull Subject hath petitioned he 
might be admitted a Denizen thereof It is by the Governor 
Council and Burgesses of this Grand Assembly Granted and 
Ordered that the said John De Young be made a free Denizen 
ut in Aliis &c. 

Whereas Cornelius Noel hath long lived in this Country Ser- 
vant and Freeman and of the Reformed Religion and taken up 
Land with a full resolution to make his constant abode in this 
Country and to demean himself as a true and faithful Servant 
towards his Majesty and his Leige people hath petitioned he 
might be admitted a Denizen of this Country It is by the Gov- 
ernor Council and Burgesses of this Grand Assembly Granted 
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and Ordered that the said Cornelius Noel be made a free Deni- 
zen ut in Aliis &c. 

Whereas George Liddall petitioned against John Breton Shew- 
ing &c., wrote before Oct. —26. 

It is Ordered that the Right Honourable Governor be desired 
to represent to his most Sacred Majesty That the Country having 
already been at the Charge of near 100,000l. of Tobacco towards 
Erecting a fort at point Comfort Do find by Several Inconven- 
iences in the Situation of that place that it is almost impossible 
to bring the said fort to any perfection and therefore in the Name 
of the whole Country humbly Do implore to Excuse us from fur- 
ther prosecuting the said Work. 





November 8, 1666. 

This I will most willingly Do but it is impossible for me to do 
it Effectually without some person” be appointed and often Urge 
his Majesty and Council of our Wants and Necessity’s and a 
long Letter will be unmannerly at least to Trouble the King 
withal Therefore I once more say: that if the Assembly does not 
pay the Agent he shall not expect more from the Country neither 
shall he do anything without the Assembly and let this be 


recorded. 
Your most humble Servant 


WILLIAM BERKELEY, 

November 9, 1666 Die Jovis, 
The Honourable Governor sent Knowledge of his pleasure to 
the House that two or more of the Council might Joyn whith 


the House in Granting and Confirming the Sum of the Levy. 
The Humble Answer” of the House is that they conceive it 








In 1661 the English Council for Foreign Plantations had asked that 
Virginia have a resident agent in England. Francis Moryson was ap- 
pointed ; but there seems to have been some difference of opinion as to 
how his salary should be paid. 

We have here the much abused ‘‘Long Assembly,” which is 
frequently said to have been the subservient tool of the Governor, assert- 
ing its rights over taxation in opposition to his wishes. This was done 
early in the life of this Assembly, and when it was near its close, in 
1675, it still showed the same independence, for the Virginia agents in 
England, acting under its instructions, claimed that a charter applied for 
should provide that ‘‘ No manner of imposition or taxes shall be laid or 
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their priviledge to lay the Levy in the House and that the House 
will admit nothing without reference from the Honourable 
Governor and Council unless it be before adjudged or Confirmed 
by Act or Order and after passing in the house shall be presented 
to their Honours for their approbation or Dissent. 

Mr. Ballard Major Weir and Capt. Bridger are appointed to 
present this Answer to the Governor & Council. 

This is willingly assented to and desired to remain on Record 
for a Rule to walk by for the future which will be Satisfactory 


to all. 
WILLIAM BERKELEY. 


A Committee appointed to wait on and treat with the Hon’ble 
Governor about the Castle Duties and Arrears Granted by his 
Sacred Majesty to this Country by his gracious Letters toward 
the Erecting of a Fort and to present the Order and request of 
the house dated November the 7th 1666 concerning the Fort at 
point Comfort. 

Capt. Jennings Chairman, 
Major Joseph Powel, Mr. Hugh Yeo, 
Major Walker, Captain Hen’y Filmer. 

The Right Honourable the Governor’s Opinion is that the 
Castle duties may not be looked back upon further than from the 


Date of his Majesty’s Letter. 
Test Thomas Woodward Clerk Committee. 


It is Ordered that Mr. Ralph [Raleigh] Traverse be intrusted 
& appointed to buy a Drum for the use of the publick and send 
the same to James City by the beginning of next Assembly and 
be paid for it by the Publick. 

It is Ordered that twenty pounds Sterling be presented and 
paid to Capt. Thomas Cary Overseer of the Fort Work by the 
Auditor General out of the Castle duties for his pains and Care 
in the premises. 

That 3. 10. 6. be paid Mr. Jonathan Newel as aboves’d for 
Nails for the said Work. 

The House adjourned till to Morrow Morning. 





imposed upon the inhabitants and proprietors there, but by the common 
consent of the Governor, Council and Burgesses, as hath been hereto- 
fore used.” (Hening, II, 530.) 
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November g 1666 Die Veneris. 


Proposed that the Honourable Gentlemen of the Council that 
shall Go for Maryland on the publick Service of Treaty with 
that province may be presented and paid each of them £20 
Sterling and each of the Burgesses £10 by the Auditor as a 
Gratuity for their Trouble they must certainly undergo in that 
imployment whatsoever charge they shall be at in their Voyage 
to be allowed and paid in the publick Levy. 

Sent to the Governor by Major Hill Mr. Hone. 


An Order for concealing Tithables. 


The House going down to wait on the Governor’s Honour his 
Honour was pleased to recommend to them the Necessity of an 
Agent and recommended to them Colo. Morison which being 
put to the Vote It was proposed that the Governor’s Honour 
should be requested and Intrusted to make Choice of an Agent 
and to impower the person bv his Honour made Choice of to act 
as an Agent for this Country in England for the Ensuing Year 
and to proceed according to such instructions as his Honour 
shall find the Necessities of the Country’s Affairs require. 

John Goddon petitioning for a Vessel built by him in the 
County of Accomack of the Burden of 25 Tuns was not allowed 
for want of Due Legal proof. 

Mr. John Knowles and Mr. Thomas Hunt having forfeited 
their Bond &c., and for the said sum Confessed Judgement 
before the Governor and Council Humbly [begged ?] the favour 
of the House who have thought fit to give co the last of August 
Next by which time if not finished the Judgement to be in force 
and the said Knowles and Hunt Alledging that by the strict 
Rules of Law Execution may immediately follow upon their non- 
performance by the time limitted but that in Equity they may 
find relief as to the penalty or part thereof It is Granted on 
their humble Motion that the said Judgement shall not bar them 
of any Just relief the said Judgement notwithstanding. 

Whereas It is apparent to all that the Establishment of a 
Cessation from planting will greatly advance the Merchant’s 
profit by giving him time to vend his Commodity and for that 
Consideration it might be expected that he should make an 
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Abatement of his Debts Yet this Assembly Who have been ever 
careful not to take away from the Interests of any person have 
not taken that Course but only for supply of people’s Necessities 
and Enabling them to provide for their Subsistance in the Vacant 
Year from planting have Enacted and by the Authority of the &c. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 





VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 





FROM ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 





CONTINUED. 





LETTER OF GENERAL ANDREW LEWIS IN REGARD TO Mr. 
STADLER,’ ENGINEER, 1776. 
To The honourable the President and Convention: 

Brigadier General Lewis begs Leave to represent to the 
honourable Convention, that this Country will certainly be de- 
prived of the Assistance of Mr. Stadler the only Engineer now 
in this Colony under continental Commission unless some 
addition be made to his Pay, that may enable him to subsist. 
The necessity of fortifying many places for the Defence of this 
Government, makes it highly necessary he be retained in the 
service. Nor can he think such addition can be drawn into 
President that could effect the Honour of the House as nothing 
is more common than addition and extraordinary pay given to 
Engineers whose services are approved of. 


[Endorsement] 
General Lewis abt. Stadler. 





1John Stadler, probably a German, seems to have been the first trained 
military engineer in the service of the State. In October, 1778, on his 
petition, the Legislature allowed him a fund for travelling expenses, as 
he then had charge of erecting the fortifications at York, Hampton and 
Portsmouth. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF TARLETON PAYNE’ FOR COMMISSION. 


We have known Mr. Tarlton Payne during his service in the 
Army both as Sergeant and Cadet. We have always observed 
him diligent punctual and ready in the discharge of his duty in 
both stations. We look upon him to be a deserving young 
gentleman and should be pleased at his promotion as we think 


he is worthy of it. 
Jno. Markham, 


William Davies, 

Jno. Fleming, 

Wm. Cunningham, 

Wm. Lewis, 

Claiborne M. Lawson. 
[Endorsement] 


Recommendation of Mr. Payne. 


LETTER TO JOHN GooprRIcH,® Sr., [1775]. 


Sir Herewith you will receive five thousand pounds Sterling 
in Bills of Exchange to lay out in Powder which I make no 
doubt of your best endeavours to do, as youre well acquainted 
with our great want of it. I wou’d recommend to you to com- 
municate this Scheme to your Brother for fear of any accidents 
happening to you to prevent your transacting the business we 
must rely altogether for your endeavours for the best as it is im- 
possible for me to say what is the best method to take in the 
Islands therefore leave it to you to transact this matter as you 





*Tarleton Payne was 2d Lieutenant, 1st Virginia, October, 1776; 1st 
Lieutenant, January 20, 1777; Captain, November 18, 1777; taken 
prisoner at Charleston, May 12, 1780; transferred to 7th Virginia, 
February 12, 1781, and served to the close of the war. He was son of 
Josias Payne, Jr., of Goochland county, Va., and afterwards of Nash’s 
Lick (now Nashville, Tenn.), and was born February 21, 1758. His half 
sister Anne Payne married Gideon Pillow, and was mother of General 
Gideon J. Pillow, U. S. A. (see this Magazine, VII, 81, 82). 

’This letter was evidently written by the Virginia revolutionary 
authorities to John Goodrich at the very beginning of the struggle, 
when he had undertaken to import powder. (See this Magazine, XIV, 
389, 443; XV, 160, 165.) The papers in regard to him collected in this 
instalment were no doubt used in his trial. 
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think best for the good of the voyage. You'l have some letters 
to the Merchants in Antigua particularly to Mr. Jno. Taylor & 
Mr. Harvey to whom you’! please to refer any one that Shou’d 
doubt the Credit of the bills Mr. Phripp has also wrote Mr. 
Wan Dam & Mr. Jennings of Statia that I hope you’! meet with 
no difficulty in passing the Bills should it please God that you 
readily meet with the Gun Powder you’! please to write to your 
father what time we may expect you on the coast that we may 
keep a look out to warn you of any danger but I would advise 
you to slip into Carolina if you meet with a favorable oppor- 
tunity & inform us over Land where to meet you that we may 
provide assistance. Let me beg of you to be as expeditious as 
possible for I know not how soon it may be wanted. I am 
wishing you a good voyage. 
Y’r H’ble Servt. 
P. S. the two letters to Norton & Sons you’l give to the 
purchasers of the bills being Letters of advice. 
[Endorsement } 
John Goodrich & Son their Receipt for Bills. 


DINWIDDIE COUNTY COMMITTEE TO EDMUND PENDLETON. 
Petersburg, January the 2d, 1776. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 

The committee of corrispondence for Dinwiddie County beg 
leave to inform you that a certain Thomas Irving an inhabitant 
of this town is deputy post-master for Mr. Dixon that he is also 
an agent for Neil Jameison, who we understand is inimical to this 
country, and a partizan of Lord Dunmore’s. 

The committee would not chuse to be officious in acting with- 
out authority from the Convention, but are clearly of opinion it 
is highly improper and may be of great prejudice to suffer the 
said Irving to continue post-master which may give him an 
opportunity by opening letters—of conveying intelligence of the 
most dangerous nature to the welfare of this Colony. 

We are fully persuaded that in no other part of America would 
an agent for an avowed enemy, at this time assisting Lord Dun- 
more in the most atrocious acts of violence & despotism be suf- 
fered to keep open store in the heart of that very country on 
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which they are using every diabolical measure in their power to 
bring ruin & desolation. Tho’ solicitious to serve our country 
ever ready to offer the right hand of friendship in the cause of 
Liberty, yet we are anxious not to exceed the line of our duty and 
therefore beg, Sir, you would be pleased to point it out to us. 
We are 
Your Honours most obed’t and very humble Servants, 
William Harrison, 
Bolling Stark 
& 
Joseph Jones. 
The Hon’ble Edmund Pendleton Esq’r, 
President of the Convention. 





HECTOR MACALESTER TO EDMUND PENDLETON. 


“ On board the Adventure off Norfolk 4th Jan’y, 1776. 
ir: 

The occasion of this present address to you as President of 
the Convention will, I hope, without any appology for troubling 
you, claim your attention. A sloop of mine called the Swallow 
George Burrell Master arived about the 22nd Ulto with a load of 
salt from Turk’s Island & I am informed is carried into Hamp- 
ton, being seized for the use of the inhabitants of this Colony 
and I beg leave thro’ your means to make application to the 
Convention for payment of the said vessel and her cargo. Ever 
since I have been settled in this Colony, I have, I trust, con- 
ducted myself so as to bring no imputation on my character as 
a trader, which by any subsequent conduct I will never forfeit 
to maintain this, it is now a duty very incumbent on me to urge 
justice being done to me by the Convention on this occasion, as I 
am considerably in debt in the Country and should my substance, 
already lessened by sudden & unexpected losses, be subject to this 
additional one, will be disabled from doing that justice which I 
ought & wish to do to every creditor. As it is not my intention 
to withdraw any part of my effects out of this Country untill I 
pay my debts in it (which without payment of my claim I will be 
unable to do) so whatever money will arise from the vessel 
& cargo will be applied to that purpose, and I hope, from 
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this consideration & a regard to justice the Convention will be 
pleased to order me payment. So soon as I have an opportu- 
nity of knowing their sentiments on this subject, shall transmitt 
proper vouchers & account of my demand, which at present I 
am not enable to do for want of the papers which came by the 
vessel. I am Sir very respectfully, 
Your most obedient humble Serv’t, 
Hector MacAlester. 


To 
Edmund Pendleton, Esq’r 


in 
Williamsburg. 


ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY IN REGARD TO THE 
BURNING OF NORFOLK.* 


In Committee of Safety. 
Williamsburg January 31st 1776. 

Lord Dunmore, having in his Gazette of the Instant, 
charged the Provincial Troops, with burning the Town of Nor- 
folk. Ordered a strict enquiry be made into conduct of our 
Troops on that occasion, and Colonel Howe is desired to transmit 
the depositions taken on such enquiry to this Board. 

Extracts from the proceedings of the Committee. 


John Beckley. 





[Endorsement] 
Order to inquire into Conduct of Troops. 


NORTHAMPTON CouUNTY COMMITTEE TO EDMUND PENDLETON. 


Northampton Jan’y 14th 1776. 
Sir: 
Your favour of the 7th Inst. I have been honoured with, and 
without loss of time laid it before the Committee of this County, 





*On January 1, 1776, Norfolk was fired by a party ofsailors and marines 
from Dunmore’s fleet, and the Virginia troops were so prejudiced against 
the town as a refuge for Tories that they made no effort to stop the 
flames. Three-fourths of the town were destroyed, and not long after, 
Col. Howe, acting under the orders of the Convention, destroyed the 
rest. See Campbell’s History of Virginia, 639, 640. 
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who have dispatched the prisoners to Williamsburg under the 
Guard of Lieut. Stith & 6 privates. 

It is with the utmost satisfaction this Committee find their 
Conduct respecting those deluded people approved by your 
Honourable Body; and you may be assured not only of their 
cheerful obedience on all occasions, but of their utmost en- 
deavours & exertions for the publick service. I am _ very 
respectfully 

Sir your most obedient servant, 
Sam’! Smith McCroskey. 


The Hon’ble Edmund Pendleton Esq’r, 
President of the Convention Williamsburg. 





IsLE OF WIGHT COUNTY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY IN REGARD 
TO JOHN GOODRICH. 


At a Committee held for Isle of Wight County the fourth day 
of January 1776. 

It appearing to the Committee that Capt. John Goodrich late 
of Portsmouth hath frequently passed in a small Schooner up 
and down Nansemond and James Rivers—unmolested by the 
Man of War or any of their Tenders, and the said Capt. John 
Goodrich being brought before this Committee acknowledged 
that he attends Lord Dunmore once in every ten days, & 
declaring that he now intends to transport in his Vessel a Load 
of Corn from his plantation in this County to Nansemond and 
also acknowledging that he has liberty from Lord Dunmore to 
pass and repass at his will and pleasure to his different planta- 
tions without being interrupted by the Men of War or Tenders. 
This Committee considering that indulgence a priviledge denied 
to every other Inhabitant of Virginia and conceiving it to be 
their duty to prevent any kind of provision from being trans- 
ported by water withuut a special [ ] from the Honourable 
convention or committee of safety, have thought proper to order 
the said Capt. John Goodrich with his Vessel to be conducted to 
Burwells ferry Landing and delivered to the commanding officer 
at that place in order that the Honourable convention may pro- 
ceed against him as to them shall seem just an equitable. Capt. 
Goodrich having satisfied the Committee that he will im- 
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mediately proceed with his Vessel to Burweils ferry, the Com- 
mittee have thought proper to order the above proceedings to 
be laid before the Honourable convention by Mr. John Mallory. 


Copy Teste: 
Francis Young a Com’r. 


[Endorsement] 
John Goodrich Report. 





AMHERST CouNtTy UNDER SHERIFFS. 


At a Court continued & held for Amherst County at the Court 
house the Sixth day of February 1776. 
Present: 
William Cabell, 
John Rose, 
James Dillard, 
Roderick McCullock, 
& 
Daniel Gaines, 
his Majesty’s Justices. 


On the motion of Hugh Rose Gentlemen Gabriel Penn & 
Joseph Tucker were sworn & admitted his under Sheriffs & took 
the Oath of Office, agreeable to Ordinance of Convention. We 
do hereby Certify that the above is a True Copy from the 
Minutes taken in Amherst County the Sixth day of February 


1776. 
Dan. Gaines, 


Wiliam Horseley. 





DEPOSITIONS IN REGARD TO JOHN GOODRICH. 


James Buchanan being sworn on the holy Evangels of 
Almighty God deposeth and saith that about Sunday Week 
past being on Board his Vessel the Schooner Polly then on the 
ground on the swatch, they saw a Boat which he thought was a 
pilot Boat, but was afterwards informed by one of the Pilots that 
it was Capt. Goodrich’s Boat, and that they were Prisoners for 
she was a Kings Tender, that when a Capt. John Goodrich came 
up he ordered this deponent to deliver up his Papers which he 
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did to the said Goodrich who told this deponent his Schooner 
was a Lawful prize and that his Master Capt. Wright was below 
& would be in that night who would be on Board the said 
Schooner, or on Board whom the said Buchanon must go—that 
on the same night the Schooner was Boarded by an Armed Boat 
belonging to the said Capt. Wright who put a prize Master and 
some hands on Board said Schooner and plundered her of all 
her live stock and took a Gun and from this deponent—That a 
Sloop supposed to belong to one Lot strange run up the sound 
that night which Sloop the said Goodrich saw, and the men on 
Board said Goodrich were desirous of taking which Goodrich 
opposed on account of her being an empty Vessel and harrassed 
by the Committees (as the pilots told him the said Sloop was not 
allowed to load on account of violating the association), that 
Capt. Wright next day blamed him much for not making a prize 
of her supposing her to have Cash on Board—That when the 
said Schooner Polly was on Ground on the Swatch, Goodrich 
desired Capt Wright to discharge Mr. Buchanon & his Schooner 
as she was old and could not be got off without much delay and 
her Cargo was of little value to them, which Wright positively 
refused and swore she should proceed round to Norfolk and this 
deponant further says that Capt. John Goodrich haled a certain 
Capt. Adderlys Vessel and ordered said Adderly to bring his 
papers on Board which he did and delivered them to said John 
Goodrich, who told him he should deliver them to Capt. Wright 
who would determine the matter in the morning and that the 
said Capt. Wright carried the said Adderly over the Bar with 
him the Tuesday following. James Buchanon, Sworn to in 
presence of the said John Goodrich who acknowledged the same 
to be the truth the 26th day of April 1776. 

Before James Hogun a justice of the peace for the County of 
Halifax in North Carolina. 

James Anderson being sworn on the Holy Evangels of Al- 
mighty God deposeth and saith that he with Captain Harney and 
three other Boats boarded Capt. Goodrich who was in the Lilly 
Tender that as the said Harney was Boarding the said Goodrich 
he the said Harney flashed his Gun at said Goodrich. And that 
he heard Harney tell Goodrich he should not have flashed his 
Gun at him if he had not ordered his Crew to fire on the Boats 














256 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


and that said Goodrich did not deny his having given such orders 
and that after he had been on Board a small time he heard 
Goodrich say that he was a prisoner and that he had been so 
harrassed on Both sides he did not value his life. 
Jas. Anderson. 
Sworn in the presence of said Goodrich at Halifax in No. 


Carolina 26th April, 1776. 
Before James Hogun. 
[Endorsed] 
Depositions v. Goodrich. 
Buchanan & Anderson. 


BaIL BOND OF JOHN GOODRICH. 


Know all men by these presence that we John Goodrich Junior 
of Norfolk County and William Harwood of Warwick county 
are held and firmly bound unto the honourable Edmund Pen- 
dleton President of the Committee of Safety in the full and just 
sum of two thousand pounds current money to be paid to the 
said Edmund Pendleton and his successors for the use of the 
Colony of Virginia to the which payment well and truly to be 
made we bind ourselves and each of our heirs Executors and 
admrs, jointly and severally firmly by these p’sents sealed with 
our seals & dated this 30th day of Apl., 1776. 

The Condition of the above obligation is such that if the 
above bounder John Goodrich Jun’r do make his personal 
appearance before the honourable the Convention of the Colony 
of Virginin to be holden at Williamsburg the first Monday in 
May next, and shali well and truly obey, abide by, and fulfil 
any ordinance, or ordinances, of the said convention, and that 
he shall not hold any correspondence with Lord Dunmore, or 
any other person inimical to America, that he will go home with 
the above bound William Harwood, and not absent himself 
three miles from the said Harwood’s house without Lycence of 
the Committee of Safety or command of the Convention afore- 


said. 
Then the above obligations to be void else to stand remain & 


be in force. 
John Goodrich Jun’r. 
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Sealed & delivered in the p’sence of Dan. Winder Joseph 


Nourse. 
‘Will’m Harwood. 


[Endorsement] 


Goodrich ) 
tothe Bond 
President 


CHARLES CARTER® TO WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 


Shirley July the 3d, 1776. 
Dear Sir: 

I have a proper sense of the honour intended me by the Con- 
vention from my appointment to a seat in the Privy Council, 
and am much obliged to the Gentlemen for the good opinion 
they have been pleased to entertain of my Integrity, this mark 
of their esteem, I shall always think of with pleasure and ever 
wish to deserve, but as I cannot so effectually serve my Country 
in the high Station now allotted me, as some other members of 
the Community, who are ready and willing to undertake this. 
most important duty, I must beg leave to resign all pretentions 
to the office, and flatter myself, that (without censure) I may be 
allowed to. walk in the humble path of retirement long ago 
marked out for the remainder of my life. 

I have thus early, my Friend informed you of my determined 
resolution, that you may communicate it to the House before 
their adjournment. I am dear Sir, 


Y’r Affect. h’ bles Servants, 
Copy. Chas. Carter. 








5Charles Carter, son of Hdn. John Carter, of ‘‘Corotoman,” Secre- 
tary of State, was born in 1732 and died in 1806. Until the death of his 
stepfather, Bowler Cocke, in 1776, he resided at ‘‘Corotoman” in Lan- 
caster county, which he represented in the House of Burgesses at the 
sessions of September, 1758, November, 1758, February, 1759, Novem- 
ber, 1759, March, 1760, May, 1760, October, 1760, March, 1761, Novem- 
ber, 1761, January, 1762, March, 1762, November, 1762, May, 1763, 
January, 1764, October, 1764, May, 1765, November, 1766, March, 1767, 
March, 1768, May, 1769, November, 1769, May, 1770, July, 1771, Febru- 
ary, 1772, March, 1773, May, 1774, June, 1775, and of the Conventions of 
1775. He was twice married and has many descendants. The ancient 
seat ‘‘ Shirley,’’ Charles City county, is still the home of the family. 
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RICHARD HARRISON® TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 


St. Pierre Martinique July 20, 1776. 
Gents: 

Your letter of the rst ulto. I had the Honor of receiving a few 
days ago by way of Statia, and agreeable to your request, immedi- 
ately waited on the Governor, Count Dargout, with the several in- 
teresting Resolves it contained, which I have the Happiness to 
inform you were received with politeness & Thanks, perused with 
pleasure, and are now on the way to the Court of France. I 
embraced this occasion of Broaching also to his Excellency the 
other more dedicate part of your Commands, and for answer on 
that subject, am authorized to assure you that the Americans 
may rely on a hospitable reception here, Protection, and every 
Indulgence in his power to grant them, at the same time being 
unable to accomodate them, openly, with so free and extensive 
a Trade in certain articles, as they might wish, he can only 
assist them by connivance, and therefore expects on their part 
secresy & Discretion in the management of these matters, until 
he knows the result of ‘his representations to the King, when 
perhaps less reserve may be necessary. This, Gentlemen, is as 
much as he can well promise, is sufficient to demonstrate his 
friendly Disposition & will I conceive suffice for your temporary 
purposes. 

As to the people in general, I can venture to say, they are as 
united in their wishes for the success of America as the Americans 
themselves, and the ancient Distinctions of Whig & Tory are as 
much used among them. I believe they are sincere. For were 
we to admit them divested of all regard for the Rights of 
Humanity (which I by no means intend to insinuate) every 
Event tending to humble the Pride & Power of their Rivals, 
would, we may naturally conclude, contribute to their Joy & 


Triumph. 
Many Vessels belonging to this Island have lately sailed for 








6Other letters relating to supplies obtained by the Colonies from the 
Dutch and French islands have been printed in this series. Richard 
Harrison was probably the same person appointed by Washington, 
Auditor of the United States Treasurer. 
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the Northward and more will shortly follow, several of them 
with ammunition, which is now plenty & cheap. Dunmore 
keeps them from Virginia & Maryland, whither they have a 
great Inclination to trade. Could you once remove him I do 
not doubt but you would soon be well supplyed with every 
necessary. 

There are now two Vessels on the point of sailing, which I am 
persuading to the port you mention, and I believe they will 
attempt it, one of them is a fine Sloop mounting 12 Guns, well 
manned, and determined to fight her way through. If you 
should think it expedient to grant Commissions to such Vessels, 
I have reason to believe many more would be fitted out of this 
place; as they would then have the double Temptation of Trade 
and making captures. I should not have mention’d this matter 
to you, had I not been applyed to by some who are desirous of 
engaging in such an Enterprize provided I could procure them 
Commissions. Should you think proper to send me any I shall 
endeavour to make a prudent use of them. 

My design by coming to this place was to serve my Country. 
Whenever therefore I can be of use to Virginia, by your Com- 
mand freely, and depend on their being executed with much 
pleasure, by Sirs, 

Your Mo. ob’t and Mo. h’ble Serv’t, 


R’d Harrison. 
Mr. Harrison from Martinique. 


SALE OF CAPTURED VESSELLS. 


Dr. Commonwealth of Virginia. 
1776, August. 
To the Commissioners appointed by the late Convention, to 
sell four Vessells & 3 Negroes &c., &c., taken as prises by Capt. 
R’d Taylor Amounting to £798. 


ORDER IN REGARD TO BowveEr’s COMPANY. 


At a Council held Sept’r 24th, 1776. 
Captain Michael Bowyer, who was appointed to the command 
of a Company of Fifty men to build & Garrison a Fort at the 
mouth of the littke Conhaway: having represented to this board 
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the impracticability of erecting the Fort, or defending it when 
erected with that number of men but that he might be usefully 
employed in reinforcing some men who are collected at Tigers 
Valley for the protection of that Country, the Path thro’ which 
the Northern Indians must be expected to invade our Settle- 
ments. It is ordered therefore that Capt. Bowyer station his 
Company at Tigers Valley for the purpose aforesaid until the 
future order of the General Assembly or this board. 
A Copy. 
Arch’d Blair, C. C. 


Order of Council respect’g Capt. Bowyer’s Company. 


VIRGINIA INDIAN COMMISSIONERS’ TO CoOL. PENTECOST. 


Pittsburg Sept. rst 1776. 
Sir: 

The Commissioners for Indian affairs in this Department have 
reasons to expect in four or five days a large Body of Indians in 
this place, whether they come with designs altogether Friendly 
and merely to attend the Treaty, or whether under the Pretext 
of Treating with us they mean to attack the Fort & Town we 
cannot as yet with certainty Determine, upon the most mature 
deliberation we are clearly of opinion, that it will conduce much 
to the publick service, and greatly secure the Preservation of the 
Country to have a number of good men well armed in and about 
this Town as soon as possible. We beg therefore Sir you will 
order three Hundred men of your Militia to march here Directly, 
Proper care should be Taken that the men should be Directed 
good marksmen and Equipp’d chiefly with Rifles and properly 
Officered, you will take the necessary steps to supply them with 
Provisions for their march thither, and we shall have a proper 
stock laid in for them here. We do not mean to alarm or 
affright the Country, or that the Inhabitants have reasons to be 
filled with uneasy apprehensions at Present, on the contrary we 
think this mode of proceedure will convince the Savages that 








'The Commissioners appointed by Virginia to treat with the Indians 
at Pittsburg. The Journal of the Commissioners, with the speeches, 
&c., at the treaty are given in Zhe Revolution on the Upper Ohio, (Wis- 
consin Historical Society, 1908), pp. 25-127. 
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the People are on their Guard, and Deter them from committing 
Hostilities if such are their intentions. The Commissioners do 
not doubt but you will Exert yourself in having the before men- 
tioned number of Militia marched here as soon as possible, and 
thereby render the most Effectual service to your Country. 
Letters of a similar nature to the Present have been sent to the 
Militia of Westmoreland County. 


We are Sir Your most Humbl. Serv’ ts, 


Signed: 
Thomas Walker, 
John Harvie, 
John Montgomery, 
J. Gates. 

Care 

Colo. Dorsey Pentecost Esq’r, 
West Augusta. 

A Copy: 

Dorsey Pentecost. 
[Endorsement] 
Copy: 


The Commissioners Letter to Colo. Pentecost. 


CHARLES CARTER TO EDMUND PENDLETON. 


Shirley, October rst 1776. 
Dear Sir: 

Inclosed is the Copy of a Letter to my Friend Mr. Fitzhugh, 
which I expected he would have communicated to the Hon’ble 
Convention, the day before their Adjournment, but he did not 
think proper to comply with my request, I must therefore beg 
this favour of you to offer it to the House at the ensuing Meeting, 
as my apology for not acting in the very honourable depart- 
ment they were pleased to place me—I am dear Sir with sincere 


regard, 
Y’r affect h’ ble Servant, 
Chas. Carter. 


To The Hon’ble Edmund Pendleton Esq’r, 
President of Convention, 
Williamsburg. 
Mr. Carter’s Resignation. 
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JOHN PAGE TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HousE OF DELEGATES 
IN REGARD TO THE SEAL.° 


Palace, Oct’r 7th, 1776. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 

As Mr. Wythe and myself who were appointed by the late 
hon’ble Convention to superintend the engraving of the Seal of 
the Commonwealth and to take care that the same should be 
properly executed, finding it impracticable to procure an Ena- 
graver in this State, those who were in any manner qualified for 
such an undertaking being engaged in engraving Plates for the 
Paper Money, have been under the necessity of employing 
proper Persons to execute this Business in Philadelphia. I 
have been informed by Mr. Jefferson whom I applied to, to 
engage Artists qualified for the work, that he had employ’d such 
as were excellent and that the work must now be in great For- 
wardness but, that from the Nature of it, it will be some Time 
before it can be compleated. I expect to have a particular 
account of the State of this Business from Mr. Wythe by the 
next Post. I thought it my Duty Sir, to lay this short account 
of the unavoidable Delay of this important Business before you 
that the House may take such steps to remedy the Inconvenience 
arising from the want of the Seal, as they may judge proper. I 
have the honor to be Sir, 


Your Mo. obed’t h’ble Serv’t, 
John Page. 


The Hon’ble 
The Speaker of the 
House of Delegates. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 





®On July 5, 1776, the last day of the Convention of 1776, George 
Mason, from the Committee to which the matter had been referred, 
reported a device, the same as that now used, and George Wythe (who 
is believed to have suggested the design), and John Page were desired to 
superintend the proper engraving of a seal. No full and accurate 
account of the Colonial and State seals of Virginia has been published; 
but it is believed that Mr. E. S. Evans of this city, formerly of the Vir- 
ginia State Library, has material for a valuable work on the subject. 
The best account yet published is in Vol. IV, William and Mary Quar- 
terly. 
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FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


LETTER TO Mr. LEHEUP, AGENT FOR VIRGINIA. 


To Mr. Leheup: 

Sir. Herewith you will receive a Case stated between 
the Kings Attorney for & on behalf of the Agent of the 
Proprietors of the Northern neck concerning their pretentions to 
the Fines & forfeitures,' Deodands & Goods of Felons within 
that Territory by vertue of the Charters granted by King Charles 
ye 2d and King James the 2d Copys of which are here inclosed. 

I need not repeat to you the occasion of this dispute w’ch is 
but of few years standing since it is fully related in the Case, but 
as it more particularly concerns the Revenue, I desire 
you will communicate it to Mr. Aud’r Walpole, and according 
to his advice, to proceed in the determination thereof with as 
much speed as possible, The whole matter being submitted to 
the Attorney & Sollicitor Gen’! their opinion. 

It will also be fitt to communicate this matter to the Board of 
trade and if it be necessary that Council should attend on the 
King’s behalf, I hope their Lord’ps will direct their Council for 
that Service, I have advised their Lord’ps that you will attend 
them with the Case w’ch I desire you will do, and— 


[Endorsed] 


L’r to Mr. Leheup to present Case about Fines &c. on 
Northern Neck, 1726 or ’27. 











‘By the Northern Neck patent issued by Charles II and confirmed by 
James II, the General Assembly of Virginia was given full power to im- 
pose taxes on the territory of the Northern Neck and to make and exe- 
cute laws for the people of that section in the same manner as for those 
in other portions of the Colony (Hening, IV, 519). The Northern Neck 
never was in any sense, a palatinate, or had any independent juris- 
diction. The proprietors, Culpeper, Fairfax, &c., simply owned the 
lands, and such profits as quit rents and escheats, which arose from them. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE COUNCIL JOURNAL, 1732. 
June 7th 1732. 
Present: 
As in the Assembly Journal. 

A Letter from Isham Randolph giving an Acco’t of his Nego- 
tiations in opposing ye bill for prohibitory trade with ye Forreign 
Sugar Colonys and the other bill proposed by the Merch’ts 
for the more easy recovery of Debts in his Ma’tys plantations 
with a copy of the s’d bills themselves and his represen- 
tations And the Board approving his conduct It is 
ordered that ye Sum of £200 It be remitted him by the Rec’r 
Gen’! out of his Ma’tys Revenue of 21 # hh’d towards 
Sollicitation. 

A Letter Mandatory from the R’t hon’ble the Lords of the 
Treas’y to ye Gov’r & Council relating to Colo. Spotswoods 
demand for his Journey to Albany. It is ord’d that a copy 
thereof be sent to Colo. Spotswood that he may lay his proofs & 
Vouchers before this Board. 

On the pet’n of the Inhabit’ts of St. Johns parish Ord’d that 
2 Churches be built in s’d parish. 

[Endorsed] 

Petitions for Land & Caveat 1730 & 1731 Mutilated Proceed- 

ing of Council June 7th 1732. 














CoMMISSION OF ABRAHAM NICHOLAS’ AS ADJUTANT GENERAL. 


By Vertue of the Power & Authority to Me given by his 
Majesty as Commander in Chief of this Colony: I do hereby 
Constitute and Appoint you the said Abraham Nicholas to be 
Adjutant to all his Majesty’s Militia both Horse & Foot within 
this Colony & Dominion of Virginia. You are therefore care- 
fully & diligently to discharge the Duty of Adjutant by doing & 





?Major Abraham Nicholas was mayor of Williamsburg 1736. The 
Virginia Gazette, September 1-8, 1738, has the following notice of his 
death: ‘On Sunday morning last died, after a long and tedious Indis- 
position, Major Adraham Nicholas, who, for some Years, was Adjutant 
General of this Colony. And was bury’d the same Night in a very 
handsome Manner.” 
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performing All and all Manner of Things thereunto belonging; 
Particularly by taking Care that all the Militia both Horse and 
Foot as well Officers as Soldiers, within all and every County of 
this Colony & Dominion of Virginia be taught the use of the 
Firelock, Firing in Plattoons, Marching & Counter-marching, 
and all other Things that Officers or Soldiers ought to know and 
Do. And Ido hereby Charge & Command the County Lieu- 
tenants or the Commanding officers of the several Counties, 
within this Dominion, to appeint proper Time & Place in their 
respective Counties, and to order all their Officers to attend you 
Then & There, to be by you instructed in their respective 
Duties, and the Method and Manner of Exercising and Forming 
their respective Corps. And you are to follow such Orders & 
Directions from Time to Time as you shal receive from his 
Majesty, myself, or any of the Comanding Officers in the 
several Counties, and to Act upon all Occasions according to 
the Rules & Discipline of War. 


[Endorsed] 


Abraham Nicholas, Appointm’t as Adjutant General without 
signature or date, App’t probably made 1733. See King’s 
Warrant for Salaries of Dec’r 16, 1733. 


PETITION OF STERLING CLACK® FoR LICENSE TO PRACTICE 
Law. 


To the Hon’ble James Blair President of his Majesty’s Council 

and Commander in Chief of this Colony in Council: 

The Humble Petition of Sterling Clack, Sheweth 

That your Petitioner having for some time past Studied the 
Law, apprehends himself Qualified to practice in the County 
Courts of Virginia. 

Your Petitioner therefore Humbly Prays that your Honour 
will grant him a License for that Purpose. 

And your Petitioner shall pray &c. 


’Sterling Clack was afterwards clerk of Brunswick county. Fora note 
on him and his family see this Magazine, VIII, 60, 6r. 
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Nov’r 3, 1740. 
Referred to Mr. Attorney General or to Richard. Francis Esq’r 
to Examine & report the Pet’r Qualifications. 
Benj’n Needler. 


Dec’r 11, 1740. 


I am of opinion that the Pet’r is Qualified to practice as 


pray’d for. 
R. Francis. 


[Endorsed] 


S. Clacks Petition for Licence to Practice Law. 


PETITION OF JOHN PALMER FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE Law. 


To the Honourable James Blair President of his Majesties 

Council & Commander in Chief of this Colony in Council: 
John Palmer Humbly sheweth 

That he hath lived for several years past with his Majesties 
Attorney General as his Clerk & thereby gained some knowledge 
in the Law and apprehends he is qualified to practice as an 
Attorney at the County Courts. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honour will 
grant him a Licence for that purpose. And he shall pray &c. 


I am humbly of opinion that the Petitioner is qualified to 


practise at the County Courts. 
Edw. Barradale. 


Nov'r 3d 1740. 
Referred to Mr. Attorney General or to Richard Francis 


Esq’r to examine and report the Pet’rs Qualifications. 
Benja. Needler. 


I humbly Certify that I think that the Pet’r is Qualified to 


practice as pray’d for. 
R. Francis. 


Nov’r 12 1740. 
[Endorsed] 


John Palmer’s Petition for Licence. 
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PROCLAMATION FORBIDDING THE EXPORTATION OF INDIAN 
CorRN, “1742. 
Virginia—Ss. 
By the Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of This 


Dominion. 
A Proclamation, 


To prohibit the Exportation of Indian Corn. 

Whereas Upon consideration of the Shortness of the Present 
Crop of Indian Corn, it is found necessary to prohibit the Ex- 
portation of the same. I have therefore thought fitt, by and 
with the Advice of His Majestys Council, to Issue this procla- 
mation hereby Strictly prohibiting the Exportation of any Indian 
Corn after this Day Until the last day of April next. Under the 
penaltys contained in the Act of Assembly made in the first Year 
of His present Majesty’s Reign, intituled an Act for prohibiting 
the Exportation of Grain in the time of Scarcity And I do hereby 
require the Officers of His Majesty’s Customs to Use their 
Utmost Diligence to Detect and prosecute the Offenders for the 
said penaltys inflicted by Law. And I do Appoint this procla- 
mation to be read and published at the Court houses Churches 
and Chapels in each respective County within this Colony; And 
that the Sherifs take care the same be done accordingly. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Williamsburg on the fourth 
day of November in the Sixteenth Year of His Majestys Reign. 

William Gooch. 
[Endorsed ] 

Proclamation 4th November 1742, To prohibit the Exporta- 

tion of Indian Corn until the last day of April next. 





COMMISSION OF ROBERT STAUNTON AS CLERK OF THE COUNCIL. 


William Gooch Esq’r His Majesty’s Lieutenant Governor & 
Commander in Chief of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia. 

To all to whom these Presents shall come Greeting, Know Ye, 
That by Virtue of the Powers and Authoritys to Me Given, I the 
said William Gooch reposing Especial Trust and Confidence in 
the Faithfulness Abilities and Circumspection of Robert Staunton 
Gent. Have Given Granted and by these presents Do Give and 
Grant Unto the said Robert Staunton the Office of Clerke of the 
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Council of the said Colony and Dominion of Virginia To have 
hold and Exercise the said Office Unto him the said Robert 
Staunton during pleasure And also to have take and Receive to 
him the said Robert Staunton all Salarys and Profits thereunto 
belonging or in any wise Appertaining. 

Given under My hand and the Seal of-the Colony at Williams- 
burg this 31st day of August in the Sixteenth Year of His 


Majesty’s Reign Anno q Dom. 1742. 
William Gooch. 
[Endorsed] 


Rob’t Staunton’s Com’n as Clerk Council 1742. 


az 
PAPERS IN REGARD TO THE ForT LAND AT PoINT COMFORT.‘ 


Blanfield Dec’r ye 7th 1742. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 

When I had the honour to dine with you at W’msburg I 
show’d you my Patent for Point Comfort which includes the 
Fort and all the buildings and as the Government hath thought 
fit to build them there without giving me any thing for my Land 
I think I have an undisputed Right to them all, but as I design 
to sell the Land and would avoid a Lawsuit I hope the Governor 
& Council will be pleased to buy All the Island &c of me and as 
I may recover the Fort & buildings I hope that they will not 
scruple to give me £120 Sterl’g for the whole there being 120 
acres more or less. I beg the favour of you to lay this matter 
before the Governor and Council & to let me know what I am 
to expect. Pray pardon me for Giving you this trouble for I am 
most sincerely Hon’ble Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
W. Beverley. 
[ Addressed ] 


To The Hon’ble John Grymes Esq’r at W’ msburg. 





‘There was a long contest over the title to the land at Old Point Com- 
fort whereon Fort George was built; but the Colonial government evi- 
dently believed that Beverley had a legal title to the land. Unless it had 
been escheated it is difficult to see how there could have been any un- 
patented land at Old Point as late as 1706. 
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[Endorsed] 

Col. Beverley Ire to Col. Grymes. His Demand for Point 
Comfort. 
[Enclosure ] 

To The Honourable William Gooch Esq’r, His Majesty’s Lieut. 

Governour of Virginia and the Honourable Council of State. 


William Beverley 

Humbly Shews that he has an absolute Right in fee Simple to 
all those Lands, Sands, Islands and Marshes at the Mouth of 
James River called and known by the name of Point Comfort 
and whereon Your Honours have Erected & built Fort Geerge 
without my leave and consent being first had and Obtained, and 
in December last I acquaintea Your Honours therewith & was 
then in hopes my demand of one hundred & twenty pounds 
Sterling for the said Lands would have been readily granted, but 
Your Honours have put me off from time to time without com- 
ing to any resolution, | must now beg your Honours will excuse 
me for raising my Demand to two hundred pounds Sterling. 
And I humbly hope that Your Honours will let me know your 
Resolution this Court of Oyerand Terminer. I am at all times, 
May it please Your Honours, 

Your most Dutiful & most obedient humble servant, 
W. Beverley. 
December the 8th, 1743. 


[Endorsed ] 
Wm. Beverley’s Demand for ye Land ab’t Point Comf’t. 


[Enclosure] 


This Indenture made the twenty fifth Day of October in the 
Eighteenth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
the Second King of Great Britain &c., and in the Year of our 
Lord Christ one thousand seven hundred and forty four Betweer 
William Beverley of the County of Essex Gent. of the one Part 
and the Hon’ble William Gooch Esquire Lieut. Governor of 
Virginia of the other Part. 

Witnesseth That the said William Beverley for and in Con- 
sideration of the Sum of One hundred and five Pounds Current 
Money to him in hand paid at or before the Ensealing and 
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Delivery of these Presents the Receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge Hath Granted bargained sold aliened released 
Enfoeffed and confirmed and by these Presents Doth Grant 
bargain sell alien release Enfoeff and confirm unto the said 
William Gooch his Heirs and Assigns for ever All that Neck 
or Point of Land Sand and Marsh on the South West End of 
Point Comfort containing about one hundred and twenty Acres 
Which said Tract of Land was granted unto Robert Beverley 
dece’d by Patent bearing Date the Second Day of May 1706 
and from him descended to the said William Beverley Party to 
these Presents as his Eldest Son and Heir at Law And all 
Houses Outhouses Edifices Buildings Gardens Orchards Woods 
Underwoods Trees Ways Waters Watercourses Profits Com- 
modities Hereditaments and Appurtenances whatsoever to the 
said Tract of Land belonging or in any wise appertaining And 
the. Reversion and Reversions Remainder and Remainders 
Rents Issues and Profits thereof and of every Part and Parcel 
thereof And all the Estate Right Title Interest Property Claim 
and Demand whatsoever of him the said William Beverley of 
in and to the same and every Part thereof To have and to hold 
the said Tract of Land and Premises with the Appurtances 
unto the said William Gooch his Heirs and Assigns To the 
only proper Use and Behoof of his Majesty his Heirs and 
Successors for ever And the said William Beverley doth Cove- 
nant Promise and agree to and with the said William Gooch 
and his Heirs and Assigns That he the said William Beverley 
and his Heirs and all and every Person or Persons claiming by 
from or under him or them shall and will at all Times hereafter 
upon the reasonable Request Costs and Charges in the Law 
of them the said William Gooch and Heirs and Assigns make 
Execute & acknowledge or cause and procure to be made 
Executed and acknowledged any further or other lawful & 
reasonable Act or Acts Thing or Things Devices Conveyances 
or Assurances in the Law for the further better and more perfect 
conveying and assuring the said Tract of Land with the Appur- 
tenances unto the said William Gooch his Heirs and Assigns 
forever for the Uses aforesaid as by him or his Counsel learned 
in the Law shall be devised advised or required And that he the 
said William Beverley and his Heirs the said Premises with the 
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Appurtenances unto the said William Gooch his Heirs and 
Assigns for ever for the Uses aforesaid against all and every 
Person and Persons whatsoever and against the Dower of his 
present Wife Elizabeth shall and will Warrant and forever 
defend by these Presents. In Witness whereof the said Parties 
to these Presents their Hands and Seals have interchangeably 
set the Day and Year first above written. 


W. Beveriey, 
William Gooch. 
Sealed and Delivered in Presence of, 
W. Wager, 
George Nicholas, 
Roger Dixon Jun’r. 


(On other side of sheet] 


Received the twenty fifth Day of October 1744 of the Hon’ble 
John Grymes Esq., his Majestys Receiver General of Virginia 
the sum of one hundred and five Pounds being the Consideration 
within mentioned. £105. 

W. Beverley. 

Witness 

W. Wager, 
George Nicholas, 
Roger Dixon Jun’r. 


[Below] 
Virginia ss’t 
At a General Court held at the Capitol October the 25th, 1744. 
This Indenture was acknowledged by the Parties thereto and the 
Receipt endorsed was also acknowledged by William Beverley 
one of the said Parties and together with the said Indenture 
Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste. 
Ben Waller, Cl. Cur. 


[ Endorsed } 


Beverley to the Governor, Deed, Re’d E’d 1744. 
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HENRY EMBRY* TO THE GOVERNOR. 
Brunsw’k June 25th, 1746. 
Hon’ ble Sir: 

Being in a low State of health ere since I was with your hon’r 
last has rend’red me incapable of waiting on y’r hon’r for som 
more Military Comm. to settle the militia in a Legal manner in 
Lunenburg that they may be under True Disciplin in this time 
of Danger. 

When I waited on your hon’r last you mentioned som thing 
Concerning Thos. Ridge & your hon’r was so kind as to Tell 
me as I was Sherif I might have the Prefer’e of going to him. 
But y’r hon’r shoud know Further of the matter when the 
Council met. 

And if your hon’r with the Council has Consulted that a person 
or persons shou’d be imployed to go to him, And its your hon’rs 
Pleasure to Conferr upon me as a Person proper to serve my 
Country in such an affair, I shou’d be glad to know as soon as 
possible, That I might Indeavor to know by inquiry where the 
Villian Resides before I set out from home & I am, 

Hon’ ble Sir wishing ye health & Prosperity & ye most Obed’t 


serv't, 
H. Embry. 
| Addressed ] 
To the Honourable William Gooch. 
[ Endorsed] 
H. Embry’s L’r relating to Thos. Ridge. 


MEMORIAL OF THOMAS BULLITT.*® 
The Memorial of Thos. Bullitt, Humbly represents that at the 





‘Henry Embry was at this time commander of the militia of Lunen- 
He was a Burgess for that county at the sessions of Octo- 


burg county. 
See this Magazine, 


ber, 1748, and April, 1749, and died in 1763. 
XVII, 100. 

‘On February 19, 1754, Governor Dinwiddie issued a proclamation 
offering a bounty of 200,000 acres on the east side of the Ohio to such 
volunteer officers and soldiers of Virginia in the war with France as 
should deserve the same (Hening, VII, 661, 662). Thomas Bullitt 
served with distinction throughout the war and was appointed Adjutant 
General of Virginia at the beginning of the Revolution. 
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Close of the war your Memorialist, did engage to act for several 
of the officers (not present) Claimers in the Two hundred 
thousand Acres of Land, and being desirous of Complying with 
his ingagement, with due deference to the superior wisdom of 
the board, would propose, that as the distinction of ranks will 
probably be made in Quantity, the further preference of Choice, 
may not Likewise be given as it will enable a Few principle 
officers, by Annexing Purchased Claims to their own, to Lay of 
and possess themselves of the Most Fertile parts of these Lands, 
without Giving their Fellow Soldiers, the Equitable Chance of 
Balloting for Choice, where it is not agreed on, Your Memorialist 
always submitting his opinion to the Superior wisdom of the 
Board, would further observe the Undeterminate Allotment of 
these Lands by the Proclamation, as the Express words of it 
Imploys they are Given as a reward, to the officers and soldiers 
according to their Respective Merits, this seems to be a necessary 
Consideration of Your Honours, before any Devision Can be 
Made. And so some Cadets served on the Campeign 1754, who 
had not their Comissions made out for them, Till after the Action 
of the Meadows, tho Vacancys Happened to which they 
succeeded before, (which is the Case with your Memorialist) 
hope they will be Considered, otherwise they will be Excluded 
the Bounty Intended by the Proclamation. 


Your Memorialist as in duty Bound will pray. 
[Endorsed] 


Thomas Bullitt, his Memorial read in Council Oct. 31, 1770. 
At same time Claim of Col. Carlyles was put in, and ment’d 
in a private letter to Mr. Fairfax. 





MEMORIAL’ OF JAMES ABERCROMBY. 
The Memorial of James Abercromby, Agent for the Govern- 
ment of Virginia in Support of The Address to his Majesty from 
the Council of Virginia. 





"In 1755 the English government had directed Governor Dinwiddie to 
give to South Carolina £2,000 out of the public money of Virginia which 
was subject to the Governor’s warrant. He obeyed; but the use of the 
Colony’s funds, without its consent, brought forth a strong protest from 
the Council of Virginia. 
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Humbly Sheweth, That your memorialist being Instructed, in 
the Most Earnest and peremptory manner, by the Council of 
Virginia, To make Use of every Consistant Argument, and 
means that can be Suggested, to his Majesty’s Ministers, for 
Supporting the Address, which he has the Honour herewith to 
put into your hands, and in which they Conceive, that his 
Majesty’s Service, and the peace and quiet of that Colony, is 
most Essentially Interested. 

Your memorialist thereupon, in the first place, begs leave to 
Observe, that the Council of Virginia, by the Constitution of 
that Colony, are The Judges, and the only Judges of Law in 
the Province, And as such, that they are called upon, by Virtue 
of their Office, to take Notice of, and to Maintain the Laws of 
the Province, whether in Council or on the Bench, and Ac- 
cordingly with great Humility, and respect, they have pointed 
out to his Majesty in how far The Warrant now in question, 
and, the Secretary of States Letter to Lieutenant Governor 
Dinwiddie in Consequence of Such Warrant, do Appear to them, 
to be Inconsistent with the principles, and with the Letter of the 
Laws of Virginia. 

Secondly, That as the Council of State for the said province, 
as privy Councellors, in provincial Matters, they are in Duty 
bound, to Represent to the Crown, whatever may advance or 
prejudice, the service of Government, and therefore, with great 
Judgment and prudence, they have Taken up the Consideration 
of this Matter, as a Matter of State, and without throwing it into 
the hands of the Legislature, and the house of Burgesses, which 
in the Critical posture of Affairs in the Province, must have Dis- 
tracted their Measures, Distressed his Majestys Service and 
disquieted the Minds of the people in America, where Accord 
and Unanimity In Government Measures, is so Essentially 
Necessary Against the Common Enemy; and with so great 
Circumspection, the Council of Virginia have Acted on this 
Occasion, that they have kept in profound Secrecy, from The 
House of Burgesses, the Application of the money (in Conse- 
quence of his Majesty’s Orders) to Extra provincial Services. 

That the Council of Virginia, thus Situated, Actuated by no 
other Motive; from no other principle, than that of his Majestys 
Service, and the peace and Tranquility of his Majestys Subjects 
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Inhabiting Virginia, thro’ the Security of their Laws, have with 
great propriety Addressed his Majesty, that he will be pleased, 
to reconsider the Warrant mentioned in their said Address, And 
to revoke the same, Together with his Orders Given in Conse- 
quence thereof, to Governor Dinwiddie Amongst many others, 
for these following Reasons, which they Conceive to be well 
founded on the principles of the Laws of the Country, on the 
Rules of Sound Policy of State, with regard to Plantation 
Government and on Prudence, with regard to Virginia. 

And First, Because that it does Appear to them, by Compar- 
ing the Kings Warrant, with the Act of Assembly of Virginia of 
the 23d of Car. 2d Cap 3 S 2 fo. 32 in the Book of Virginia Laws, 
“Intitled An Act for raising a publick Revenue for the better 
Support of the Government of his Majestys Colony of Virginia.’’ 
That the said Warrant is Inconsistent with, and not Grounded 
on the principles of the Law, in so far as that, the Money arising 
from the Duty of Tobacco in Virginia, is Directed in, and by the 
said Warrant, to answer and to repay, Services of other Govern- 
ments as well as that of Virginia. 

Whereas, the Law does direct, the Money arising from such 
Duty, to the purposes of the Government of Virginia only: 
And, it is to be here observed, that the Averment, in the Pre- 
amble, to that part of the Warrant relative to the Application 
of this Duty does Declare (and, In so far, does agree with the 
Law) that the Duty, of 2s. $# hogshead on Tobacco in Virginia 
is applicable to the Contingent Expense of Government There 
meaning Virginia. Nevertheless, by Subsequent Words theirin 
Set forth, it does direct the Application of the said Money, so 
arising from the said fund, to Answer the Services and purposes 
of Other Governments, a Latitude thereby taken, which if by 
no means Given, by the Law, the Words whereof, as set forth 
in the Address, are Expressly, that the said Duty, so Granted 
to his Majesty his Heirs and Successors, shall be to, and for no 
other Use, Intent, or purpose whatsoever, then that of Virginia; 
In so far then, the Letter from the Secretary of State to Lieut. 
Governor Dinwiddie, in Consequence of this Warrant, Directing 
him to pay One Thousand pounds of the Money Arising from 
this Duty, in Virginia, to the Government of South Carolina, 
must be deemed, manifestly Repugnant to the Express Letter 
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of the Law of Virginia; which Law, nor any other Law in the 
plantations, Assented to by the Crown, without an Infringement 
of the Rights of the People, cannot be Dispensed with, and on 
this principle alone, the Council of Virginia Confiding in the 
Rectitude of his Majestys Government, might have rested their 
Address To his Majesty, for the Reconsideration of this Warrant 
and for the Revocation thereof, together with the Letter of State 
in Consequence of the Warrant, as being Repugnant to the 
Laws of the Country. 

But, the Council of Virginia, being Sensible how much The 
Fate of this their Address may Influence the Measures of all 
Other his Majestys American Governments, as well as Virginia, 
from the principles of Policy, as well as of Law. 

They think it becomes them, therefore, in Duty to his Majesty 
thereupon further to urge, the Revocation of this Warrant, and 
the Necessity of a very Strict Adherance, on the part of Crown, 
to the principles, and to the Express Letter of the Law: Because, 
the Law now in Question, is the only Instance in Law, and the 
Government of Virginia, the only Government in north America, 
Wherein that Capital Point of Government, so Essentially 
Necessary for his Majestys Service in the Plantations, and which 
of late, has been very wisely, more particularly Attended to, by 
those at the head of the plantation Affairs, has been Effectually 
Carried into Execution, by the Law, in Terminis of the Kings 
Instruction, for the Establishment of a permanent, & Indefinite 
Revenue by Law, Applicable by the Governor & Council, with- 
out the Intervention of the Assembly, for Defraying the Neces- 
sary Charges of Government, any the least Deviation then, from 
the principles of this Law, by the Applicatian of the Money 
thereby Given to the Crown, for provincial purposes only, to- 
wards Extra Services, in other Governments, it is humbly Con- 
ceived must Defeat the Operation of the said Instruction, and 
prove a perpetual Bar, and Example to future Assemblys, 
against their granting permanent & Indefenite Revenues to the 
Crown, for provincial Services. 

Lastly the Council of Virginia, to Legal and Political Argu- 
ments, in Support of their Address, have very wisely pointed 
out, to his Majesty’s Consideration, prudential Reasons, why the 
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further Operation of this Warrant (admitting the same as it now 
stands, was not Lyable to Exceptions in point of Law) should 
now be restrained, in its further Operation, Because, this 
Revenue of 2 Shillings # Hogshead, being the only Revenue, 
in the hands of the Crown, Subject to the disposal of the 
Governor and Council, in Subordination never the less, to the 
Orders of the Crown, According to Law, for the Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Exigences, of the Government of Virginia, as the 
Warrant now stands quo ad the Extraordinary Exigencies of 
Government, the hands of Government are thereby tyed up, in 
so far as that, the half yearly Balance thereof, According to the 
Letter of the Warrant, is become mortgaged, To the Use of the 
pay Office only; and in so far therefore, Absolutely Anihilated as 
to any Extraordinary, and Eventual Emergencies of Govern- 
ment, that may require Immediate provision, as in the Case of 
Arms, taken Notice of in the Address. And so in fact, from the 
Strict Execution of this Warrant, by Governor Dinwiddie Upon 
the last Ballance, there now remains in the hands of the Govern- 
ment of Virginia, no more than Seven Hundred pounds, a Sum, 
by no means equal to Answer Extraordinary Exigencys of 
Government, in time of Eminent Danger, especially, when it 
comes Aitended, with this Meloncholy Circumstance, that in 
proportion, as the Danger and Exigencys of Government do 
Increase, that the Fund for the Support of Government does 
decrease in its produce, Consequently, the Ballance, beyond the 
Ordinary Expence of Government, greatly reduced; a Considera- 
tion Added to that of the Necessity, of Resupplying the provin- 
cial Military Magazine with Arms and other Implements of War, 
and the many Urgent Reasons Offered by the Council of Vir- 
ginia, it is humbly hoped, may Engage his Majestys favour, in 
now totally revoking the said Warrant inasmuch as that the said 
Warrant has been fully Carryed into Execution by the Lieu’t 
Governor, so far as the present posture of Affairs will Admit of, 
or that his Majesty will be Graciously pleased, to put such Con- 
struction thereon, as may reconcile the further Operation thereof 
To the Rules of Law, and the peace quiet and Security, of the 
Government of Virginia. 

For which good purposes Your Memorialist Earnestly begs 











278 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


Leave to crave the Interposition of Your good Offices In Con- 
junction with those of his Majestys Ministers. 
And your Memorialist shall &c’t, 
James Abercromby. 

To his Grace the Duke of Newcastle. 

, [Endorsed] 

James Abercromby Ag’t for Gov’r of Virginia. Memorial to 
Duke of Newcastle in support of the Address of the Council of 
Virginia. 1755. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 





VIRGINIA IN 1650-1652. 





(Abstracts by W. N. SainsBury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 


(CONTINUED) 
LICENSE FOR NEW ENGLAND TRADE, NOVEMBER 28, 1650. 


The Draft of a license for the inhabitants of New England to 
trade to Barbadoes, Antigua, Bermudas or Virginia until the 
last day of July 1651. notwithstanding the Act of 3 Oct., 1650 
prohibiting such trade by reason that the distance being so great 
they cannot have any such certain knowledge of said act as to 
observe the time limited by the said Act. 3 pp. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 41, pp. 79-82.) 





ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, MAy 28, 1651. 


That the petition of Abraham Palmer (?) and Thomas Webber 
being now read, it is ordered That they have liberty to trade to 
Virginia upon security given in the Court of the Admiralty that 
they shall not trade with the enemies of the State of Virginia 
nor give any assistance to them And that letters of a private 
man of war be given to them to enable them to do service to 
the Commonwealth. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 47, p. 167.) 
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ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JULY I, 1651. 


That it be referred to the Committee formerly appointed for 
the business of Barbadoes to receive the information which is 
offered concerning Virginia and to send for Mr. Benjamin Whet- 
combe and speak with him concerning the same and Mr. Chal- 
oner is to be added to that Committee and is desired to take 
care of this business. 

(/uterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 48, p. 80.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, AUGUST 15, 1651. 


That Mr. Stagg’ be appointed one of the Commissioners’ 
which are to go along with the fleet to Virginia and that liberty 
be given to those who go in the fleet to carry shoes and such 
other goods as are usually sent thither for trade. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 49, p. 34.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, SEPTEMBER I0, 1651. 


That the prisoners [taken at the battle of Worcester] desired 
for Virginia in the paper put in to the Council to the number of 
1610 be granted unto them (sic) as the Committee shall think 





‘Thomas Stagg or Stegg, a merchant, ship owner and planter, who 
seems to have divided his time between London and Virginia. His 
home in the colony was in Charles City county, though he and his son 
owned much land near the present Richmond, which was inherited by 
the Byrds. Thomas Stegg was appointed to the Council in 1642, but 
either did not accept or was soon superseded, as at the session of 
Assembly, March, 1642-3, he represented Charles City, and was Speaker 
of the House of Burgesses. It is curious that shortly betore receiving 
this important commission from Parliament, he was appointed by Charles 
II, when at Breda, a member of a new Virginia Council, apparently 
intended to be strongly royalist. He, with his colleague Captain Dennis 
was lost on the ship John on their way to Virginia. His will, proved 
July 14, 1652, is in Waters’ Gleanings, 101, and that of his son Thomas 
Stegge, member of the Council and Auditor General, proved May 15, 
1671, is in the same work, page 102. The latter died without issue, 
leaving his estate to his nephew, William Byrd, first of the name. 


*For documents relating to the surrender of Virginia to Parliament, 
see Hening, 1, 363 372, and this Magazine, XI, 32-41. 
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fit, And that they give assurance to give them Christian usage. 
That the report from the Court of the Admiralty concerning the 
transportation of stores to Virginia be allowed of, and warrant to 
be given accordingly. 

(lnterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 50, p. 42.) 


Pass* FOR CAPTAIN JOHN RAVENCROFT TO GO TO VIRGINIA, 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1651. 


For the form of a Pass see 9 April, 1650. (Juterregnum Book, 
Vol. 132, p. 25.) 

N. B. This Book contains the names of persons to whom 
‘‘Passes’’ were granted between March 1650 and February 1653: 
There are two entries only of persons going to Virginia (see ante 
9 April 1650) but many of the persons named are stated to be 
going ‘‘beyond the seas’’ wherever that may mean. 


W.N. S. 





ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, SEPTEMBER 22, 1651. 

That the Committee for Prisoners do not pass away to the 
Plantations or otherwise dispose of any Lieut’s or Cornets of * 
Horse or any above that quality. And that such of that quality 
or above if any be already disposed by them that they can con- 
veniently have brought again into their power that they give 
other private soldiers in lieu of them. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 50, p. 69.) 





ORDERS OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, SEPTEMBER 25, 1651. 


That it be referred to the Committee of the Admiralty to con- 
sider what is fit to be done concerning the discovery‘ that is to 
be made to the west of the Falls of James River in Virginia and 
present to the Council what they think fit to be done thereon. 





‘It is evident that many royalists came to Virginia without special 
passes to go to that Colony. For instance such well known men as 
Guy Molesworth, Henry Norwood and Philip Honeywood do not appear 
to have had passes to go to Virginia. 

‘This doubtless refers to the exploring trip made by Edward Bland 
and others from Appomattox River toward the southwest. An account, 
The Discovery of New Brittaine, was published in London in 1651. 
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That the petition of William Wood desiring liberty to carry 
shoes to Virginia be referred to the Committee of the Admiralty 
to consider what proportions are fit to be allowed to be carried 
thither and to report their opinion therein to the Council. 

That an Instruction be drawn up for Sir George Ayscue to 
make him a Commissioner in Virginia with the rest of the Com- 
m’rs now sent from hence if he shall come thither. 

That an Instruction be drawn up for Capt. Robt. Dennis to 
open when he shall be twenty leagues to the west of the Scillies 
according to the debate now had at the Council. 

That it be added as an Instruction to the Comm’ rs for Virginia 
wherein to express that for their pains and travel herein, they 
shall _when the service is finished be considered by the Council 
according to their said service. 

That the Committee for prisoners have power to dispose the 
Scots Ministers who are prisoners so as the Merchants for every 
200 men they have do carry over one Scottish Minister gratis 
& that when they come there they be free from servitude. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 50, pp. 74-75. 


AN INSTRUCTION, SEPTEMBER 26, 1651, [FROM THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE] to Sir Geo. Ayscue to be made use of at Virginia if 
he shall arrive there while the fleet of ships now sent hence for 
the reducing of that place shall be there. 

Whereas there is a fleet of ships sent from hence for the 
reducing of Virginia to the obedience of the Commonwealth & 
therein certain Commissioners, viz: Robert Dennis, Richard 
Bennet, Thomas Stagg & Capt. Wm. Claiborne are instructed 
for the carrying on of that work, which Instructions bear date 
with these presente, which fleet of ships is to take Barbadoes in 
their way, that by them Ayscue may be informed of the good 
and prosperous state of affairs here, And said Comm’rs are to 
communicate their instructions to Ayscue. Now if it shall hap- 
pen that Ayscue shall have finished his affairs at Barbadoes and 
in pursuance of his former instructions shall come to Virginia 
while this fleet & these Comm’rs are there Sir Geo. Ayscue is 
hereby authorized to act upon their Instructions as first & joint 
Comm’rs to all intento and purposes as if his name had been 
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inserted in said Instructions together with the Commissioners 
abovesaid. 
(Interregnnm Entry Book, Vol. 50, pp. 82-3.) 


AN INSTRUCTION [SEPTEMBER 26, 1651,] FOR CAPT. Rost. 
DENNIS, COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE FLEET now sent for the 
reducing of Virginia to the obedience of the Parliament. When 
he shall have opened this Instruction at the place directed in the 
letter, he is forthwith to direct his course with what expedition 
he can to Barbadoes And there communicate his Instructions 
with Sir Geo. Ayscue, and deliver to him the letters and let him 
know the good and prosperous state of affairs here, which done 
Captain Dennis is not to lose any time there but to proceed with 
ail expedition on his voyage according to his open Instructions. 

((nterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 50, p. 83.) 


INSTRUCTIONS [SEPTEMBER 26, 1651,] FOR CaPpT. ROBERT 
DENNIS, RICHARD BENNET, THOMAS STAGG, AND CAPT. WM. 
CLAIBORNE appointed Commissioners for the reducing of Vir- 
ginia and the inhabitants thereof to their due obedience to the 
Commonwealth of England. 

Whereas the Parliament of England by an Act prohibiting 
trade with Barbadoes, Virginia, Bermudas, & Antigua hath 
committed to this Council several powers therein expressed for 
settling reducing and governing said Islands printed copies of 
which Acts are herewith delivered to them. In pursuance 
whereof a fleet is now set forth under Captain Dennis to effect 
by the blessing of God the ends aforesaid. And for the manage- 
ment of that service they are appointed Commissioners with the 
following Instructions, viz: 

To repair on board the ship John or the Guinea Frigate and 
sail to Virginia as Capt. Dennis shall direct. 

On their arrival to use their best endeavours to reduce all the 
plantations within the Bay of Chesapeeke to their due obedience 
to the Parliament of the Comonwealth of England. Power is 
hereby given to assuree pardon and indemnity to all the inhabi- 
tants of said plantations that shall submit to the present Govern- 
ment authority and to make such limitations and exceptions as 
they shall think fit. 











VIRGINIA IN 1650-52. 2838 


In case they shall not submit by fair means to use all Acts of 
Hostility to enforce them, and if they can by no other ways be 
reduced to their due obedience, to appoint Officers to raise 
forces within every plantation aforesaid for the furtherance of the 
service, and such persons as shall serve as soldiers if their 
Masters stand in opposition to the present Government to be 
discharged and set free from their masters. 

To cause all the several Acts of Parliament against Kingship 
and the House of Lords to be published, as also the Acts for 
abolishing the Book of Common Prayer & for subscribing the 
Engagement. Power to administer an oath to all inhabitants 
or planters there to be true & faithful to the Commonwealth of 
England as it is now established without a King or House of 
Lords, also to give liberty to those who have taken the Engage- 
ment to choose Burgesses for regulating and governing affairs 
there, provided nothing be acted contrary to the Gov’t of this 
Comonwealth & the Laws established. 

To cause all writs, warrants and other process whatsoever to 
be issued forth in the name of the Keepers of the Liberty of 
England by authority of Parliament. In case of mortality any 
two or more to put in execution these Instructions. In case of 
mortality or absence of Capt. Dennis, Edmund Curtis, Com- 
mander of the Guinea Frigate to act as a Commiss’r and com- 
mand the Fleet. ‘‘And lastly as we doubt not but you will use 
your best deligence and care in carrying on of this affair of con- 
sequence with which you are entrusted and that by your good 
endeavours it will have a good issue, so the Council will take 
the same into consideration that respect may be had of your 
pains and travel therein and of a recompense agreeable to your 
service when the same shall be completed and (the) work upon 
which you are employed shall be finished.’’ 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 51, pp. 84-86.) 





INSTRUCTIONS [SEPTEMBER 26, 1651,] FOR Capt. ROBERT 
DENNIs appointed Commander in chief of the Fleet set forth for 
the reducing of Virginia and the inhabitants thereof to their due 
obedience to the Commonwealth of England. The same recita- 
tion of the Act as in the previous Instructions to Capt. Dennis 
& the other Commiss’rs To sail with the John and Guinea 
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Frigate and the rest of the ships that are ready to sail te Vir- 
ginia. On his arrival to dispose of the fleet under his command 
as they shall judge best for the speedy reducement of the people 
in all the plantations in the Bay of Chesapeake to their due 
obedience to the Parliam’t of the Commonwealth of England. 
To use his utmost endeavours to seize all vessels & boats what- 
soever found trading or which have traded with any of the 
English Plantations within the limits formerly prescribed con- 
trary to the Act of Parliament, and dispose of such men boats 
arms & amunition as they shall judge most conducing to the 
service of the Comonw’th of England. In case he shall meet 
with Sir Geo. Ayscue to give him respect as his superior Officer 
& in case Sir Geo. shall arrive at Virginia to observe his orders. 
In case of his mortality or absence, Capt. Edmund Curtis to act 
in his room. 
(Mnterreguum Entry Book, Vol. 51, pp. 87-88.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, SEPTEMBER 29, 1651. 

That a Warrant be directed to the Judges of the Admiralty to 
appoint security to be taken of some ships at Bristol which are 
bound -for Virginia by some person there whom they shall 
think fit. 

(literregnum Entry Book, Vol. 51, p. 1.) 


THE COUNCIL OF STATE TO RICHARD BENNET, EsQ’R, IN 
VIRGINIA, WHITEHALL, OCTOBER 2, 1651. 

In the inclosed letter, sealed with the seal of the Council he 
will find some Instructions concerning himself which he is to 
keep by him and not open until the Country be reduced to the 
obedience of the Commonwealth of England; when that is done, 
he is to open that letter and pursue the directions he shall find 
therein. 

(lnterregnum Entry Book, Vol. 117, p. 565.) 


PETITION OF COLONEL FRANCIS LOVELACE' TO THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE, 1652, May. 


That petit’r according to Articles for surrender of Virginia 


5See note at end of article. 
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was [appointed] to give account to the late King of Scots where- 
soever he were of the reduction of said Colony, And being ap- 
pointed by the Commissioners authorized by Parliament to make 
his repair to said King, Prays their honor’s order for a pass into 
France where he supposeth said King to be, or elsewhere. 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 11, No. 51.) 


Pass [May 10, 1652, ] BY COMMISSIONERS ON BEHALF OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND for reducing the Colony of Vir- 
ginia to her due obedience for Colonel Francis Lovelace with his 
servant and necessaries to repair to the iate King of Scots and 
to return without any let or molestation ‘‘we having engaged 
the honor of the Parliament of England for fulfilling the capitu- 
lations agreed upon between us amongst which this is one. 
Signed in the name of the Keepers of the liberty of the Com- 
monwealth of England by Ric. Bennett and Wm. Claiborne 
with their seals. 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 11, No. 52.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JULY 19, 1652. 


That the petition from the inhabitants of Virginia and New 
England be referred to the consideration of the Committee for 
Foreign Affairs who are to take the matter of them and the 
proposals and letters concerning the same into consideration and 
report their opinion to the Council, 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 58, p. 48.) 


MINUTE OF A COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, JULY 
21, 1652. 


That the petition and papers of the inhabitants of Virginia 
and New England [be] referred to the consideration of a Sub- 
Committee and to report their opinion to this Committee and 
they are to meet thereupon on Saturday morning (24th) at 7 
o’clock and that all-present be of that Sub-Committee. 


(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 159, p. 12.) 
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ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JULY 28, 1652. 
That the petition of Thomas Harrison in behalf of some well 
effected inhabitants in Virginia and Maryland be referred to the 
Committee for Foreign Affairs who are to confer with him con- 
cerning the desires of his petition and thereupon report their 
opinions thereon to the Council. 
(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 58, p. 86.) 


MINUTE OF A COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, JULY 
21, 1652. 

That it be reported to the Council as the opinion of this Com- 
mittee That the petition of the inhabitants of Virginia and the 
Articles made for the surrendering and settling of that Plantation 
be humbly offered to the Parliament for their direction and reso- 


lution thereupon. 
(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 159, p. 16.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, AUGUST 2, 1652. 
That Warrant be granted for the ship Marie and Frances 
whereof Benedick Stafford is Master, bound for Virginia, to 
keep 16 mariners aboard her free from being imprest. 
(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 59, p. 9.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, AUGUST 12, 1652. 

That the petition of the inhabitants of Virginia and the Articles 
made for surrendering that place (see 12 March 1652) into the 
hands of the Parliament together with several letters written to 
the Council from the persons employed in that service and other 
passages relating thereunto be humbly reported to the Parliam’t 
by Mr. Love for their resolution and direction in that affair. 

[In the margin.] Papers sent viz: The Articles, Copy of a 
letter from Virginia signed by Ric. Bennet, &c., 14 May, peti- 
tion of inhabitants of Virginia, letter from Rich. Bennet, 15 May, - 
Paper concerning Maryland, Another letter from Rich. Bennet, 
&c., sent by Mr. Symball. 

(interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 59, p. 50.) 





®6Rev. Thomas Harrison, the Puritan minister who had been expelled 


from Virginia. 
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[Lorp BALTIMORE’S] REASON OF STATE CONCERNING 
MARYLAND, 1652, AUGUST ?. 


It is much better to keep that Government still divided from 
Virginia as it hath been for twenty years past, than to unite them, 
for by that means this Commonwealth will have more power over 
both by making one an instrument to keep the cther in their due 
obedience. In case of any defection in either Colony, as lately 
was in Virginia, the other may be a place of refuge for such as 
shall continue faithful to this Commonweath, as Maryland lately 
was, which she could not have been had they been united. It 
will cause an emulatlon in both which shall give the better 
account of their proceedings to the supreme authority of this 
Commonwealth and also the better satisfaction to the planters & 
adventurers of both. Lord Baltimore having an estate and his 
residence in England, this Comonwealth will have a better 
assurance of the due obedience of that Plantation and the 
Planters and Adventurers thither of having right done to them 
in case the Government thereof have still a dependance on him and 
he upon this Commonwealth as he had before on the late King, 
than if the Govern’t of that place at so remote a distance should 
be disposed of into other hands who had little or nothing here 
to be responsible for it, And whose interest and residence were 
wholly there. By the continuance of his interest in the Govern- 
m’t thereof this Commonwealth and the people there are eased 
of the charge of a Deputy Governor, which he at his own charge 
maintains, the inhabitants being yet so poor (and so likely to be 
for many years) as that they are not able to contribute anything 
towards it. If Lord Baltimore should by this Commonwealth 
be prejudiced in his Patent and right to that Province it would 
be a great discouragement to others in Foreign Plantations upon 
any exigency to adhere to this Commonwealth, because it is 
notoriously known that by his express directions his Officers & 
the people there did adhere to the interest of this Comonwealth 
when all other English Plantations (except New England) de- 
clared against the Parliament & at that time received their 
friends in time of distress, for which he was like divers times 
to be deprived of his interest there by the Colony of Virginia & 
others who adhered to the late King & his son. And it would 














288 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


much reflect upon the honour of the Parliam’t, if he should, as 

he would in that case, be a laughing stock to their Enemies and 

his, for his fidelitys & affection to this Commonwealth. Indorsed 

‘Lord Baltemore’s paper ab’t Maryland in Virginia.’’ 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 11, No. 65.) 


N. B. A petition from Lord Baltemore and adventurers, trad- 
ers and planters in Maryland, containing 15 Articles was read 
and discussed in Parliament 31 Aug., 1652. 

see Common Journal. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


NOTE—FRANCIS LOVELACE, €c. 


Francis Lovelace, Governor of New York, was long believed to have 
been identical with the second son of Richard, first Baron Lovelace of 
Hurley; but recently it has been ascertained that he was of a different 
family, and was really the Royalist officer who came to Virginia during 
the Civil war. 

In a volume in the Congressional Library which was bought from 
President Jefferson and which contains copies of miscellaneous historical 
records relating to Virginia, are two documents signed by Francis 
Lovelace, Governor of New York. The first of these is a letter evi- 
dently written to Governor Berkeley of Virginia. It is as follows: 
Deare Sir: 

Since my last to you sent by Mr. Machen in answere to yo’rs I re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Tho. Todd of Mockjack bay who being ap- 
pointed Guardian to the will Whitbey’s son by my neice Mrs. Ruth 
Gorsuch he having hitherto taken great care and paines in the adjusting 
his interest in severall plantations being devolve to him by the death of 
his father. Mr. Tod desired me to signify to you that this lad I have 
brought over is the recitable child, and heare to Mr. Whitby w’ch by 
these I declare to be soe and if you be satisfyed with this relacon w’ch 
I assure you upon the faith of a Xtian and Honor of a gentleman you 
may rest assured of it but if the ceremony of an oath be requisite I 
shalbe ready (if desired as necessary) to make my Deposicon of it, and 
I shall furt’r desire of you that when an application is made to you in 
his behalfe you would affourd him what favor and countenance the 
Justness of his cause & pr’tentions will beare he is now an orphant & 
I have been at considerable charge both to his transport education & 
clothing expecting noe other retorne but when he is in a capacity to 
make it onely to re-imburse me with what I have expended for him. 
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S’r I know his cause is safe in yo’r hands to whome I must refer him & 
the experience all that know you have of yo’r justice & compan * * * 
(?) in p’tecting the fatherles shalbe argum’ts sufficient that I shall not 
miscarry in these my desires for him in gratitude of w’ch I can pay noe 
other returne but if you please to prepare any service for me you shall 
find me most ready to obey in when you reflect upon what I subscribe 
w’ch is, 
Yo’r most assured faithful servant, 
Fran: Lovelace. 


From ye Barbadoes I hear yo’r Bro: Ld. Berkeley is designed to be 
governor but the truth I refer to your Consideracon. Mr. Winthrop 
Newley sent me This newes w’ch here inclosed will Kisse yo’r hands 


adue, Jeames Fort 6th Decemb’r, 1669. 
Rec’r @ Rich: Awborne. 


Jan. ye 7th, 1669. 


Richard Awborn was clerk of the Virginia Council, and this letter was 
evidently recorded for young Whitby’s benefit. 

The other paper is entitled ‘‘Resolutions for the settlem’nt of Comerce 
to and from all his Maj’ties Plantations in America and other places to 
the port of New York & the rest of his Royall Highness his Territoryes 
not p’hibited by act of Parliam’t,”’ and concludes ‘‘Given und’r my 
hand at Fort James in New York on Manhatans Island the 18th day of 
November, 1668. 

Fran. Lovelace.” 

This also had been copied into the Virginia Records and attested by 
Awborne. 

In the present discussion this last paper is valuable as proving that the 
writer of the letter to Berkeley was certainly Governor Lovelace of 
New York. 

The chain of evidence which appears to. contradict the commonly 
accepted statement in regard to Governor Lovelace’s family begins with 
the pedigree of a family of Gorsuch in the Visitation of London, 1633-4. 
( Harleian Society, p. 327.) inthis pedigree it is stated that John Gor- 
such, rector of Walkhome, Hertfordshire, 1633, married Anne, daughter 
of Sir William Lovelace, of Kent, Knight, and had the following children 
at the time of the visitation: 1. Daniel ‘‘about 4 a’o 1633;”’ 2. John; 3. 
William; 4. Cathrin. 

On April 1st, 1657, Richard, Robert and Charles Gorsuch, sons and 
co-heirs of John Gorsuch, ‘‘ P’fessor in Divinity,” petitioned the Court 
of Lancaster county, Va., that their sister, Katherine Whitty, might be 
their guardian for ‘‘such estate as doth in any ways belong to them in 
England,” and that Francis Moryson [afterwards governor of Virginia] 
be their guardian for Virginia. 

Shortly afterwards all of these boys removed to the eastern shore of 
Maryland. Tlie records of that colony not only make notice of them, 
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but also show that they had another brother, Lovelace Gorsuch, and a 
sister Anne, who married Thomas Todd of Mockjack (now Mobjack) 
Bay, Gloucester county, Va. 

The Quaker records of West River, Maryland, contain the record of 
marriage, in 1690, of Charles Gorsuch, ‘‘son of John and Anne Gorsuch 
of the Kingdom of England, deceased,” and Anne Hawkins. In 1669 
Charles and Lovelace Gorsuch confirmed title to certain lands which 
had been granted to Lovelace Gorsuch in 1661. 

On January 13, 1676 7, Mrs. Anne Todd made a deed to her children 
and appointed her brother, Chas. Gorsuch, trustee. 

It seems certain then that John Gorsuch, the ‘‘P’fessor in Divinity’”’ was 
identical with Rev. John Gorsuch of Walkhome, who married Anne, 
daughter of Sir William Lovelace of Kent, and that one of his daugh- 
ters Ruth married William Whitby of Virginia, while another Anne 
married Thomas Todd of the same colony. This explains at once why 
Thomas Todd was appointed, as stated by Governor Lovelace, guardian 
to William Whitby, Jr. Young Whitby was the nephew of Todd’s wife. 

When these facts were made clear the rest of the identification of 
Governor Lovelace seems easy. Sir William Lovelace of Kent, the 
father of Mrs. Anne Gorsuch, was also the father of Richard Lovelace, 
the poet. The other sons of Sir William were: Col. Francis (of ‘‘ Lu- 
casta’’), Thomas and Dudley. 

The Dictionary of National Biography only knows of Col. Francis 
Lovelace, that he served the Royalist Cause in Wales, and commanded 
Caermarthen from June, 1644, until it was captured by Langhorne in 
October, 1645. 

From Governor Lovelace’s friendship with Berkeley, it seems very 
probable that it was indeed he (and not the son of Lord Lovelace as 
stated in the D. N. B.) who received licence from the Council in 1650 to 
go to Virginia, and who in May, 1652, was sent by Berkeley to inform 
Charles II of the surrender of Virginia to the Parliamentary forces. 

Francis Lovelace and the members of the Gorsuch family, evidently 
came in the large royalist emigration to Virginia during the Civil War. 

In conclusiou it may be worth while to trace Governor Lovelace’s 
kinsman and protege, William Whitby, Jr. 

William Whitby, the elder, the husband of Ruth Gorsuch, lived in 
Warwick county, Va., and was Speaker of the House of Burgesses in 
1653. He received two considerable grants of land, one in Warwick 
where he lived, and another on Potomac Creek. 

The son resided in Middlesex County, Va., and appears to have led 
an uneventful life and to have died unmarried. His will, as that of 
William Whitby of Pyanketank River in the county of Middlesex, 
‘‘planter,” was dated July, 1676, and proved July 23, 1677. He gave “‘to 
Major Robert Beverley £100, Mrs. Mary Kibble [Keeble] £100, and my 
brother, Joseph Summers £200, all out of a rent due me out of Kent in 
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England ;”’ John Cocking to have 700 acres, and John Wright 500, both 
on Moratico Creek ; his land on Potomac Creek to be divided equally 
between his brother, Joseph Summers and Mrs. Mary Kibble, and alsu 
makes a bequest to Thomas Todd. Summers and Beverley, Executors. 

In examining the history of the Lovelace family and its connections with 
Virginia a very interesting series of relationships was discovered, which 
shows how, at a time when kinship had much more weight than today, a 
number of persons, having common interests, were linked together. 
There is a very remarkable exhibition of how men and families, who for 
several generations took a foremost part in Protestantizing England, in 
opposing Spain, and in discovery and colonization, were connected by 
blood or marriage. The younger and the elder William Lovelace were 
members‘of the Virginia Company, and the former died fighting for the 
Dutch Republic against Spain. The wife of the latter was first cousin 
to the wife of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, the half-brother of Raleigh, a con- 
nection which no doubt brought with it a deep interest in American 
colonization. The wife of Sir William Lovelace the younger, was a 
neice of the two Sandys’, George, the poet, and treasurer of the Virginia 
Company, who while at Jamestown made part of his translation of Ovid, 
and Sir Edwin, who was imprisoned for parliamentary opposition to 
James I, and was chiefly instrumental in giving Virginia her first legisla- 
ture, and in inducing the King to permit the Puritan fathers to settle in 
America. Lady Lovelace’s father, Archbishop Sandys, had been im- 
prisoned for heresy during Mary’s reign and had been one of the Pro- 
testant exiles. Another line of ancestry went back through the family 
of Barnes, great merchants and civic dignitaries of London, who were 
active in the earliest of the English movements for trade and discovery, 
and who were also ancestors of Christopher Carleill, (one of the great 
soldiers and sailors of the Elizabethan era, and Drake’s most efficient 
second in the famous campaign in the West Indies and the Spanish main 
in 1584-5) and of one of the wives of Sir Francis Walsingham, the Queen's 
celebrated minister. In this line, also came a connection by marriage 
with Philip Sidney. Others in this great group were Sir Dudley Digges, 
interested in exploration and settlement in many quarters, and father of 
Edward Digges, Governor of Virginia; and Sir Francis Wyatt, twice 
Governor of the Colony. 


These connections can be better shown by a chart. 
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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 





(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 





CONTINUED. 





Head Quarters June 12, 1778. 


Major Gen’! tomorrow L’d Sterling Brig’r Huntington. 

F. O. Colo. Bradford & Lt. Colo. Weltner. 

Brig’e Major Claybourn. 

Inspector from the 2 Pensylvania. 

For Fatigue Colo. Bradley Lt. Colo. Read & Major Murry. 


The Commanding Officers of Regiments are desired to make 
Returns of Cloathing wanting for their respective Corps & send 
them to the Cloather Generals Store that they may be Complyed 
with as soon as possible & as far as Circumstances will admit & 
as the Cloather General is now in Camp all Accounts relative to 
that department are likewise to be left their that they may be 
adjusted the Officers will observe that under our present Circum- 
stances thay are not to make out Returns of Cloathing for more 
men than they can really collect. 

Brigadiers & Officers Commanding Brigades are to Order 
Fatigue Parties which under their respective forage Masters are 
to Cut Grass for the Horses belonging to their several Brigades. 
The Forage Master Gen’l will furnish Scythes for this purpose 
upon application to him. 

The Surgeons of the General & Flying Hospital are to fall 
upon the most immediate and direct means of removeing all 
those Sick out of Camp who are proper objects for the General 
Hospital that the Army may not be incumbered with them in 
Case a sudden march should be found necessary. 

The Commissary General of Issues is derected to be allways 
prepared with fresh Provision for the Sick in Camp which is to 
be drawn for them even on those days when Salt Provision is 
generally Issued. 











REVOLUTIONARY ARMY RECORDS. 295 


B. O. The Brigade Court Martial whereof Colo. Parker is 
President which was Ordered to set the 11 Instant is to set to- 
morrow morning at the time &-place before mentioned. 


> os = - 
Detail for Guard . : I I fe) 7 
Fatigue . ; , I 8 
In Guard . ; ; I 8 
Front Guards 5 
Quarter Guard . , I 6 


Head Quarters June 13, 1778. 


Major Gen’! to morrow Mifflin. 

Brigadier Patterson F, O. Col. Febeger & L’t Col’o Parker. 
Brigade Major McComack. 

Inspector from Poors Brigade. 


A Court of Enquiry whereof L’t Colcnel Ballard is appointed 
President will set to morrow morning at the Presidents Quarters 
to Enquire into the Conduct of Major Williams' of the 2d 
Pennsylvania Regiment at the Battle at German Town and into 
the Circumstances attending his Capture on that occation all 
Persons acquainted with the matter to attend. 

Returns of what Arms may be now actually wanting to be 
made this afternoon at the Orderly Office. The Commanding 
Officers of Regiments are to pay perticular attention that the 
arms be properly disposed in the Bell Tents the Muskets by 
being leaned against the Canvas covering instead of the Rack 
wares it out and are exposed to the Rain. 

A Fatigue is to be Ordered from each Brigade for the purpose 
of cleaning the Old in Campment filling up the Pitts and burning 
all kind Garbage & Carron that may remain the Poke in this 
and the succeeding months begins to have a Poisonous Quality 
the Soldiers are therefore warned against the use of it. 

At a General Court Martial whereof Colo. Levenston was 





‘William Williams, Major 2nd Pennsylvania, was captured at the battle 
of Germantown, October 4, 1777, exchanged April 20, 1778; Lieutenant- 
Colonel 3d Pennsylvania, June 28, 1778, and resigned April 17, 1780. 
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President June 8, ’78 Colonel Nagle of the 10 Pensylvania Regi-. 
ment Tryed for associating with a Serjeant in Company with 
Women of bad reputation in the Serjeants hutt the Court are 
unanimously of opinion that Colonel Nagle is not Guilty of the 
Charge and do acquit him. The General approves the Sentance. 
At the same Court Capt. Handerson of the g Pensylvania 
Regim’t Tryed for fraudulently extorting a sum of Money from 
Alexander Bayard an Inhabitant of this State as a fine for 
haveing purchased a horse from one John Welch acquitted of 
the Charge of fraud but found Guilty of extorting money from 
Bayard which is a flagrant breach of the 5th Article 18th Section 
of the Articles of War & Sentanced to refund the money and to 
be reprimanded in General Orders. The General Confirms the 
Sentance Capt. Handersons Conduct was a dareing Violation of 
the Rights of a Citizen & Calculated to cut asunder the Sinews 
of Society. 

Glovers N. Carolina Huntington & Weedons Brigades each 
give a Captain for the Court of Enquiry whereof Colo. Ballard is 
president, two Men now in Colonel Harrisons Regiment of 
Artillery are Claimed by the 14 Virginia Regiment two Subs 
from each Corps will set to morrow morning at 10 O’clock at the 
Park and Report to which of the Regiments they belong a 
Captain from Colonel Harrisons Regiment will Preside. 


S S o P 

for Guard I I 7 
3 days Command ' 2 = I 2 
In Guards . : : ‘ I 5 
Quarter Guard ' : I 6 
I 2 3 20 


B. O. June 14, 1778. 
At a Brigade Court Martial held June 13, ’78 wherecf Colo. 
Smith was President L’t Cannon’ of the 5 Virginia Regiment 





2At this time John Cannon and Luke Cannon were lieutenants in 
Virginia regiments, but neither appears to have beenin the 5th. The 
officer referred to was doubtless Richard Kennon (frequently pro- 
nounced Cannon) who was 2d Lieutenant sth Virginia, March rst, 1776, 
1st Lieutenant December 17, 1778, retired September 14, 1778, and 
subsequently served in the Virginia militia. 








Bi 
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Tryed first for disobediance of Orders 2ndly and Insolance to 
L’t Colonel Ball. The Court after due Consideration are of 
opinion that L’t Colonel Balls Orders was improper and Mr. 
Cannon Justifyable in not Complying with it and acquit him of 
the first Charge, the Court are further of opinion that Mr. 
Cannon is not guilty of Insolance & ought to be discharged from 
his arrest. The Brigadier approves the Sentance. William 
Astern Charged with Theft The Court are of opinion he is Guilty 
of the Charge and Sentance him to receive 100 lashes, approved. 

William Taylor of the German Regiment Tryed for desertion 
the Court are of opinion the Prisoner is Guilty of the Charge, 
& Sentance him to receive 50 lashes but from several Circum- 
stances appearing in his favor recommend him as an object of 
mercy the Brigadier in Complyance with the Centiments of the 
Court remitt his punishment. 


Head Quarters June 14, 1778. 


Major Gen. tomorrow De La Fayett. 

Brigadier Waine F. O. Colonel Gimly & Major Dickenson. 

Brigade Major Cox. 

Inspector from Glovers Brigade. 

Field Officers for Fatigue Colo. Green Lt. Col. Bedlam & 
Major Nicholas. 


The Brigade Q. Masters are to apply tomorrow for their respec- 
tive proportions of Paper. 

In General Orders of the 12 Instant the Commissary Gen’! of 
Issues was through mistake inserted instead of the Commissary 
of purchases who is to observe the said Order. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A very Genteel Silver mounted Sword was found near Sulli- 
vans Bridge the 13 Inst. Inquire of Captain Brown at the Artil- 
lery Park. 

Taken up the other side Schuylkill a dark brown Mare her 
Tail with some white hairs in possession of Lt. Robinson of the 
2 Newhapshire Batt’n General Poor Brigade. 
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C S S Cc P 

for Guard . ‘ P I I I . 
Fatigue , ‘ : I 5 
Front Guards 5 
Fatigue : : I I 9 
In Guards . ; I 5 
Quarter Guard. ; I 6 
2 3 S66 


R. O. June 15, 1778. 

A necessary for the Officers & others for the Soldiers are to be 
erected 80 Yards in Rear of the Officers Tents. The Streets 
are to be Cleaned 20 Yards in Front of the Tents every day, & 
all putried matter buried. The Quarter Master will Order two 
Men from each Company for the above purpose. All Cooking 
must be Carried on 30 or 40 Yards in Rear of the Officers Tents 
and no where else. The Cooks are every day to throw their 
nasty water & bones into holes dug for that purpose & cover it 
over The Soldiers are positively forbid throwing Toma- 
haws at the apple Trees—the offenders will be severely punished. 





Head Quarters June 15, 1778. 

Major Gen’i to morrow Lee. 

Brigadier Muhlenburg F. O. Colo. Gibson & Major Burket. 

Brig’e Major Stagg. 

Inspector from Learnards. 

F. O. Fatigue, Col’o Nagle L’t Col’o Basset & Maj. Allison. 

two men are wanting that understand melting Lead the 
Officers will make inquiry amongst the Soldiers & if they find 
any that will answer the Purpose they are desired to send them 
to the Orderly Office immediately Very good incouragement will 
be given to the same. The Orderly Office is removed to Mr. 
Paulins on the other side Schuylkill near the Bridge. Capt. 
Smith Inspector in Varnoms Brig’e is appointed Brigade Major 
of the same & is to be obeyed accordingly he is to do duty in 
both Capacities. 

Till the duties of the Office of Inspector General shall be 
defind & fixed by Congress The Commander in Chief thinks 
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proper to establish the following Plan—The functions of it are to 
Comprehend the instituteing a System of Rules & Regulations 
for the exercise the Troops in the Manual and Manoeuvres for 
their formation, for the purpose of exercise in Guards & on 
Detachments, & for Camp & Garrison duty, by which is to be 
understood what ever Relates to the service of Guards—the 
ordinary Routine of duty in & the internal Police of Camps & 
Garrisons, in the execution of which Rules & Regulations the 
Inspector General & his assistants shall be imployed as hereafter 
specefyed. 

All Rules & Regulations shall first be approved & authorised 
by the Comm’r in Chief & either published in Gen’l Orders or 
otherwise Communicated thro the Adjut. Gen’! from whom the 
Devision & Brigade Inspectors will Receive them & Communi- 
cate them to the Maj’r Generals & Brigadiers & to their Res- 
pective Devisions & Brigades. 

The Major-Gen’|s will exercise their respective divisions agree- 
able to the Rules & Regulations so established. The Brigadiers 
their Brigades the Colo’s their Regiments or in the absence of 
either the officer Present next in Command, the Devision & 
Brig’e Inspectors will assist in the execution under the immedi- 
ate Orders of the Maj’r Generals Brigadiers & Colo’s Com- 
mand’g. 

The Maj’r Gen’ls shall make such dispositions as they shall 
think proper for Grand manoeuvres in their own divisions & the 
Brig’rs in their own Brigades Conforming exactly to the General 
Principals of manoeuvres which shall be established. 

Grand Manoeuvres will be occationally executed by the In- 
spector General, whose perticular Brigades or with Detachments 
from the Line of which previous nctice will be given in General 
Orders & of the Corps which are to perform them. 

The Inspector Gen’! will occationally attend the Troops whilst 
exerciseing, his derections Relative to the exercise & agreeable 
to the Rules laid down are to be observed by every Officer of 
inferior Rank who may Command.—when any new Manoe. is to 
be introduced it is in the first Instance to be performed by the 
Division or Brig’e Inspector after which the Brigadier or Colo. 
will take the Command.—each Division Inspector shall attend 
his Maj’r Gen’l when he is of the day & under his derections 
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assist the field Officers of the day in examineing whether the 
duties of the Guards is performed according to Rule each Brig- 
ade Inspector shall likewise attend his Brigadier when he is of 
the day for the same purpose. 

On the dayly Parade of the Guards the Inspector Gen’! if 
Present or the Sub Inspector of the day is to exercise the Parade 
under the Orders of the M. General of the day. 

The Division & Brig’e Inspectors are immediately to furnish 
their Respective Maj’r & Brig’r Generals with all the Regula- 
tions which have been heretofore made. The General Reminds 
the Army of former Orders of being in Constant Readyness to 
march, 


S S © P 

Guard : , ‘ , I oO 8 
Fatigue 6 
In Guards 5 
Quarter Guard I 6 
I 2 25 

Fatigue I fe) oO 5 
I I 2 30 


B. O. The Commanding Officers of Reg’ts are without loss 
of time to Report to the Brig’r the number of Cartridges wanted 
to Complete their Men to go Rounds The Brigade Quarter 
Master will apply to the Adjutant Ceneral for the number want- 
ing—A Court of Enquiry whereof L’t Colonel Weltner is Presi- 
dent will set at 12 O’Clock at the Presidents Quarters to enquire 
into the Charges brought against Capt. Morris of the 9 Virginia 
Regiment by Mr. Woodson late Quarter Master. 

Detail for Court of Enquiry. 





B. O. June 16, 1778. 

The Brigadier approves the following Sentances of a Brigade 
Court Martial whereof Col’o Smith was Presidant held the 15th 
Instant Randolph Alias John Brockhorse Charged with Desert’ g 
to the Enimy & reinlisting in Col’o Hartleys Regiment—The 
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Court are of opinion the Prisoner is Guilty of desertion but do 
not think the evidance sufficiant to prove he deserted to the 
Enimy—they are also of opinion he is Guilty of reinlist’g in 
Colonel Hartleys Regiment and Sentance him to Receive 50 
lashes on his bare back—John Armstrong Charged with desert- 
ing, reinlisting and taken bounty in the Virginia Artillery. The 
Court do not think the Prisoner Guilty of the first charge, but 
find him guilty of the second & Sentance him to Receive 50 
Lashes on his bare back & that he be Returned to the German 
Regiment. 

John Whiteman Charged with Desertion The Court find him 
Guilty & Sentance him to Receive 50 Lashes on his bare back & 
be Returned to his Regim’t. 

Patrick Fleming Charged with Theft The Court are of opinion 
the Prisoner is Guilty of the Charge & Sentance him to Receive 
100 Lashes on his bare back. 

They are also of opinion that such Stoppage shou’d be made 
out of his pay as will be sufficiant to Pay Jno. Ozie a reasonable 
price for the Saddle &c Stole from him. 

Peter Howard Charged with forgeing a Pass and attempting 
to Desert. 

The Court are of gpinion the Prisoner is Guilty of the Charge 
& Sentance him to Receive 50 Lashes on his bare back but on 
account of his Youth & Simplicity beg leave to recommend him 
to the Gen’! for Pardon. The Brigadier wishes to Comply with 
the Sentiments of the Court on this occation but it appears from 
the evidence that the Prisoners Simplicity was only the means of 
frustrating a plan otherwise well Concerted & to Caution him 
against trying his hand in future, Orders him to Receive one 
half the Punishment alotted him by the Court. 

The Brigadier Orders the above Sentances to be put in execu- 
tion this evening at the head of the Regiments to which the 
Prisoners severally belong. 

The Brigade Court Martial whereof Colonel Smith was Presi- 
dent is disolved. 

(fro BE CONTINUED) 
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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Communicated by Mr. Lorarop WITHINGTON, 30 Little Russell street, 
W. C., London (including ‘‘ Gleanings” by Mr. H. F. Waters, 
not before printed). 


(CONTINUED. ) 


DANIEL GorsuCH of Walkerne, county Hertford, gent., late 
citizen and mercer of London. Will October 6, 1638; proved 
24 November 1638. Laudable custon of City of London where 
I was born one third to wife one third to children, and one third 
disposed by testator. My wife Alice shall receive during her life 
all my rents in Southwarke which I hold by lease of dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury. After her death to John Gorsuch my 
son his executors and assigns, said wife to pay yearly and half 
yearly £34. 3s. 6d. at Dr. Warners house in Lyme Street. To 
said Alice my wife the rent of my three houses in Bishopsgate 
which I hold in fee simple now let at £37 per annum, two years 
hence £56. The quit rent of 3s. 6d. my wife shall pay to St. 
Bart’s Hospital. To said wife out of a lease I hold of the City 
of London the rent which shall be due from William Hedgies 
and from Christopher Bond and from George Mourton. To said 
wife all my plate and household stuff which I value at £200 for 
her use during life. After to son John, if said John die before 
my wife then to Anne his wife, otherwise to such of their children 
who may be living. To my son my apparel. He shall receive 
all my rents in Thames Street, £88 yearly, and part of my rents 
in Bishopsgate of George Mullet, Innkeeper at the Angell 450 
per annum, of William Herdmeate £42 and of John Burton 
£16. Said son shall pay £11. 13s. 4d. yearly to City of London. 
To said son all horses, cattle about parsonage grounds. I wish 
that he leave the same to his wife Anne if she survives. To my 
daughter Katherine Haines in lieu of 6th part, £500 out of 
monies in East India Co’s hands. To her husband Thomas 
Haynes £20 for mourning. To Daniel Haynes my godson £5. 
To my daughter Ann Gorsuch £20. To my grandchild John 
son of my son John and his heirs al! those freeholds in Weston, 
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county Hertford which I purchased of Robert Rumbold. Where- 
as I have lately contracted with Mr. Kimpton of Weston afore- 
said to pay him for lands freehold and copyhold £1626. 16s. od. 
of which he has received 20s earnest. My will is that these 
lands shall be settled to the use of five of my grandchildren, my 
son John’s children, viz: Daniell, William, Katherine, Robert, 
and Richard Gorsuch. And also to other children of said son 
John to be begotten, said estate to remain to survivors and their 
heirs. My brother in law Jonathan Browne Doctor of Civil Law 
will with my son John and Mr. Berisford of Munden my brother 
shall be trustees. If said Kimpton shall not confirme said estate, 
then said trustees shall disburse like sum of £1626. 16s. in land 
to be settled on said grandchildren, which sum is now ready to 
be paid by my executrix in case I depart this life before settle- 
ment. Ifall my grandchildren do depart this life before 21 years 
of age then to the heirs of me the said Daniell Gorsuch for ever. 
To my godchildren 40s. apiece. I forgive my cousin Edward 
Gorsuch in Lancs. the sum of £11 odd. To my Cosen Ferdi- 
nando Morecrosse £3 in remembrance. To my cosen Margarett 
Browne in lieu of £5 left by Mother Hall deceased, and of £12 
left her by her father I add thereto so much to make up £100 to 
be paid at her marriage or otherwise. To poor of Walkerne 
where I now live £20. If my cosen Barnard or his wife be living 
either of them shall have 12d. paid them every week. To my 
said brother Joanthan Browne D. C. L. £10 for mourning 
entreating him to be overseer of my will. To said Richard 
Berisford £10. To William Gorsuch my gold ring with W. G. 
engraved on it. Lastly I ordeine my wife Alice Gorsuch together 
with my dutiful son John Gorsuch Joynt executors to whom the 
residue of all my goods. My desire is that my said brother Dr. 
Browne, said son John, and my brother Mr. Berisford shall pro- 
vide for my daughter Anne Gorsuch if she shall outlive her hus- 
band. My executors shall weekly pay 12d. to Mary Brand 
during her life. Witnesses: John Beale, Francis Backwith, 


Joanthan Waller, and Nicole Clarke. 
Lee, 165. 


[John Gorsuch, the son named in the will was rector of Walkern, 
1633, &c., and came during the Civil Wars to Virginia where he died 
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See this number of this Magazine, under title ‘‘Francis 
There is a pedigree of this family 
It begins 


about 1657. 
Lovelace,’’ and also Vol. III, 81-83. 
in the visitation of London, 1633-35 (H/ar/etan Soctety, p. 327). 
with William Gorsuch, merchant, of London, ‘‘descended out of Lanca- 
shire from Gorsuch nigh Ormschurch,” who married Amice, daughter 
of Hillson, and neice of Robert Hillson, merchant, of London. 
They had a son, the testator, Daniel Gorsuch, merchant, of London, and 
Alderman’s deputy for Bishopsgate Ward, who married Alice, daughter 
of John Hall, of London, merchant, and sometime one of the Bridge- 
masters. Daniel Gorsuch had two children, Rev. John (above) and 
Katherine, wife of Thomas Haynes, of Auborne, Wiltshire. ] 





JOHN STEELE, Marchand of London. Will 16 August 1638; 
proved 21 December 1638. Lately arrived from Virginia w’th 
god shipp Anna and Sara. To poor of English Church of this 
city tenn gouldens. To Mary Gos for service tenn gouldens. 
To Hester Desmeker, Mary Tielroos and John ystele amongst 
them twenty guldens. Residue to Amye Chattield his loved wife. 
Whereas he hath store of tobacco to sell that belongeth to Mr. 
Joseph Hase, Marchand in London and others same shall be sold 
by John Desmeccker and reckon to the owners. Executrix his 
said wife and heire. Adam Borcel and James Gage appeared 
before Adrian Pulinge Notarius Publicus at Middelbourg as 
witnesses who together with said testator and me said Notarius 
publicus have signed and subscribed. Probate to Anne (sic) 


Steele relicit at London. 
Lee, 169. 


[The ‘‘Gleanings” will be continued more fully in future Magazines. ] 


(TO LE CONTINUED) 
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PAY ROLL OF CAPTAIN JOHN MORTON’S 
COMPANY OF REGULARS, FOURTH 
VIRGINIA, 1776. 





From Original at U. S. Pension Office.) 
oD 


[The MS book containing this list is filed at the Pension Office 
in Washington. Besides the pay roll, there are in this book the 
subsistence accounts of the men of Capt. Morton’s Company; 
the accounts of Capt. Morton for subsistence collected during 
1781; entries showing the amount of ‘‘Public grain’’ collected in 
Prince Edward county, 1780 and 1782, and in Cumberland and 
Lunenburg counties, 1782; accounts of flour received of several 
manufacturing mills in Prince Edward and adjoining counties, 
1780 and 1781; Nathaniel Venable’s account with the Common- 
wealth, December, 1782; John Morton’s account with the public, 
as Deputy Commissioner for Prince Edward county, Nov. 1, 
1781, Nov. 30, 1781, Dec. 5, 1782, Dec. 9, 1782. Total, 
£63,489; Sheriff’s accounts (Thomas Flournoy and William 
Bibb), Prince Edward county, 1788; private accounts (in which 
occurs the name of the celebrated Dr. John Peter Mettauer) 
from 1793 intermittently as late as 1841; the record of birth of 
Obadiah Morton (b. Dec. 22, 1778), his wife Eliza, and their 
two children. One page of this MS is covered with ‘‘Mr, 
Thomson Mason’s Recipe for the Pleurisy.’’ 

Captain John Morton was one of the Charter Trustees, in 
1783, of Hampden Sidney College. —ALFRED J. MorRIsON. } 


Mens’ NAMES. 


From 28th June to 28th July. 


he & AD 
John Morton, Capt., 1 month, & .@..4 
John Holcombe, 1st Lt. do ee. §.@ 
Obadiah Woodson, 2nd Lt. do S & ¢ 
Edward Wood, Ensign, do 2-6 
James Morton, Serg't, do ) a a 
Sam’l Anderson, do do : & 64 
Charles Stagg, do do 3; @ a 
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Charles Anderson, Serg’t, do 3 0 0 
Robert Lorton, Corp’!' do 2 10 Oo 
Thomas Hastie, Corp’], do 2 10 Oo 
Wm. Wright, do do 2 10 Oo 
Wm. Chambers, do do 2 10 Oo 
Thomas Morton, do 2 0 0o 
Wm. Johnson, do 2: © 6 
Rob’t P. Smith, do . 7-8 
Isham Chaffin, do 2 68 ©o 
Wm. Ascue, do 6 -2@ 
John Smith, do . 2 «6 
Benjamin Tuggle, do :. 8-@ 
Thomas Tuggle, do ee 
George Daniel, do 2 ¢@ *# 
Isham Jennings, do : @ 2 
Wm. Gillespie, do : 2 «@ 
Philemon Southerland, do 2 0 0 
Glover Baker, do $ © #0 
Wm. Southerland, do 2 © «6 
James Jennings, do - ©. 2 
Edward Davidson, do 1 2 
Thomas Peirce, do oa 
Isham Brown, do 2 0 oO 
Anderson Woodson, do ji 2 a 
David Davidson, do Be “® 
John Lee, do ah oe 
Thomas Walker, do S ae 2 
Wm. Walker, do ss of «= 
Nath’! Rain, do ¢ © « 
Nathan Hampton, do : e+ @ 
John Webster, do . 2 2 
John Thompson, do e 8 
Thomas Byrk, do se «# 
Nathaniel Durham, do ; =. 

ISergeant 20 days, during month July 28-August 28. There are few 
differences in the roll for the second month for which a list was 
made up. 
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Archebald Wright,’ do a oe 
Jasper Pillow, do 2; -@- 9 
Julius Newcum, do of arg 
George Taylor, do e 
Alexander Smith, do S58 
John Fraser,* do s ~@3 4 
Thomas Fraser, do 2 6 © 
Wm. Davidson, do ee @ 
Michael Boas, do $ @:# 
Aaron Peak, do ef 
Sandy Holman, do i Bog 
Anderson Cocke,‘ do : & = 
Stephen Collins, do - = 6 
David Robertson, do : (ee 
Thomas Baldwin, do 2 ee 
Thomas King, do 2 es 
Abner Watkins, do s; @ 6 
Francis Fore, do S -6 
Wm. Bigger, do eo «4 
Wm. Fuqua, do 2, ¢ 6 
Parsons Anderson, do > oo.6 
Christopher Chaffin, do : 2-8 
John Spaulding, do e fs 
Moses Sharp, do oe Ss 
Peter Hales, do eo ee 
Archebald Lee, do : oy 
Jonah Whitlock, do S$. e-¢€ 
John Cunningham, do ae ee 
Joshua Foster, do Se 
John Foster, do eS @&-2 
Dudley Rutledge, do a 
Wm. Walker, do 2 ¢ @ 
Wm. McGehee, do ee 





*There appears on the cover of the MS: ‘From J. B. Bedford, 
Charlotte C. H., Va. Filed in the case of Mary Wright, widow of 
Archebald Wright.” 


’Corporal, 20 days, July 28, August 28. 
‘Fifer, July 28, August 28. £2. Io. 





ee 
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Samuel Martin, do 2 0 0 
James Howerton, do i 
Wm. Casy,Tf do e273 cu 


[Additional names in the roll for July 28, Aug. 28: Charles 
Davis, Thomas Williams, and Mesheck Boaz. Additional 
names appearing in the Company subsistence accounts: William 
Pird, William Hord, Alexander Garratt, Nathaniel Cunningham, 
Charles Leigh, John Woodson, Jacob Edmunds. In the pages 
under the caption ‘‘John Morton to the Public’’ (forage and 
subsistence) Mar. 22, Dec. 20, 1781, 437 names occur, many of 
them still familiar in Prince Edward Co. ] 
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THE BRENT FAMILY. 


Compiled by W. B. CHILTON, Washington, D. C. 
(CONTINUED. ) 
GEORGE BRENT OF WOODSTOCK OR AQUIA. 

George Brent, the son of George Brent and Marianna Peyton and 
grandson of Richard Brent and Elizabeth Reed came to Virginia about 
the year 1650, settled in Stafford county and received large grants of 
land including the estates of Woodstock* and Brenton. From the 





+ Drummer, July 28, August 28. £2.10. Total am’t pay roll for the month, £175. 


*Map entitled “Virginia and Maryland as it is planted and inhabited this 
present year 1670. Surveyed and exactly drawn by the only labor and endeavor 
of Augustin Herrmann. Scales 12 miles to the inch, published in 1673.” Shows 
location of Brent’s house on Aquia Creek. 

Map of Joshua Fry and Pierre Jefferson published in France in 1755. Shows 
Brent’s Mill in same neighburhood. 

A legend on the Herrmann map states that the region between the Roanoke and 
James Rivers abounds in ‘‘tygers, bears and other devouring creatures,” 

In Justin Windsor’s Critical and Narrative History of America it is stated that 
Augustine Herman and Resolved Waldron were Embassadors on behalf of the 
New Netherland to the Governor of Maryland in 1659. 

In the outfit of a settler enumerated by Smith (Capt. John) is the item, a com- 
plete suit of armor. It is of interest to note that portions of a steel cuirass, 
exhumed at Jamestown, are in the collection of the Virginia Historical Society at 


Richmond. 
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records of the period it appears that he was a man of ability and influence 
in the community in which he lived. On May 2, 1683, he was appointed 
by the Governor and Council Receiver General north of the Rappahan- 
nock. He was the partner in the practice of the law of William Fitzhugh 
and is referred to very frequently in the published letters of the latter, 
who addresses him as ‘“‘brother,’’ meaning no doubt his brother in the 
legal profession. 


At some time prior to 1687, Nicholas Hayward the younger, together 
with his brother, Richard Foote, Robert Bristow, (the last two merchants 
of London) and George Brent, of Woodstock, Virginia, purchased from 
the proprietors of the Northern Neck thirty thousand acres of land in the 
present Prince William county, then in Stafford, which they called 
Brenton. Portions of this land, which lies about the present village of 
Brentsville, long remained in the possession of the descendants of the 
four purchasers. On February roth, 1686-7, a proclamation issued by 
King James II authorizes the purchasers of the said tract to freely exer- 
cise their religion. Presumably all of them were Roman Catholics. A 
copy of this proclamation is here reproduced. It will be noticed that 
the privilege as to the exercise of their religion is granted not only to 
the individuals named, but to all the inhabitants of the town or tract 
mentioned. 


Copy from the original formerly in the possession of the late J. C. 


Brent, Washington, D. C. 
Copia: (Signed) James R. 


Right trusty and well beloved, Wee greet you well. Whereas our 
Trusty and well beloved George Brent of Woodstock, in our County of 
Stafford in that our Collony of Virginia, Richard Foote and Robert 
Bristow of London, Merchants & Nicholas Hayward of London, Notary 
Publick have by their humble Petition informed us that they have pur- 
chased of our right trusty and well beloved Thomas Lord Culpeper a 
certain tract of land in our said Colony between the Rivers of Rappa- 
hannock and Potomac containing of estimation Thirty thousand acres 
lying in or near our said County of Stafford some miles distant from any 
present settlement or Inhabitants and at or about Twenty Miles from the 
foot of the mountains, upon part of which Tract of Land the Pet’rs have 
projected and do speedly designe to build a Towne with convenient 
fortifications, and doo therefore pray that for the encouragement of 
Inhabitants to settle in the said Towne and plantation wee would be 
pleased to grant them the free exercise of their Religion, wee have 
thought fitt to condescend to their humble request and wee do accord- 
ingly give and grant unto the Pet’rs and to all and every the Inhabitants 
which now are or hereafter shall bee settled in the said Towne and 
Tract of Land belonging to them as is above mentioned, the free 
exercise of their Religion without being prosecuted or molested upon 
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any penall laws or other account for the same, which wee do hereby 
signifie unto you to the end you may take care and give such orders as 
may be requisite. That they enjoy the full benefit of these our gracious 
intentions to them. 

Provided they behave themselves in all civill matters so as to become 
peaceable and Loyall subjects, and for so doing this shall your warrant 
and so wee bid you heartuly farewell. 

Given att our Court at Whitehall the roth day of Feb’ry 1686-7, in the 
the third year of our Reign. 

By his Maj’ties Commands 


Sunderland. 

Directed to our Right Trusty ; 
and well beloved Farncis Lord 
Howard of Effingham our Lieut- The place of This shall 
enant & Governor Generall of the oblige 
our Collony & Dominions of Royal Signet. Francis 
Virginia in America and to our 
Chiefe Governor or Governors 
there for the time being. 

Locum This is a true copy of the 

Sigilli. original to me shown and 


produced—Examined in 
London this 19th day of 
February Anno Domini 
1686. 

Quod attesto marue ac 
sigillo rogatus. 
Sam’l Scorey, Not. Pub’k. 


At an earlier date, Governor Charles Calvert writes to his father Lord 
Baltimore (April 27, 1664): ‘‘We heare nothing as yet of the Pattent 
w’ch.some Bristol Merchants has of that neck of land betwixt Rapa. «& 
Potowmeck but its said when the ships are gone it will be product.”’ 
This probably refers to a previous patent. (Calvert Papers. ) 

From the letters of William Fitzhugh it appears that great efforts 
were made to build up the town of Brenton, which it was thought would 
be a valuable outpost to ward off attacks from the Indians. 


WILLIAM FITZHUGH TO NICHOLAS HAYWOOD, APRIL 1, 1689. 


* * * This sudden turn of times in England may perhaps at present 
give a check to the Increment of Brenton from your French expectation 
but I believe may be additionally supplied by those methods. Capt. 
Brent intimates though not plainly expresses, by being a Refuge and 
Sanctuary for Roman Catholics. * * * 

Fitzhugh further intimates that every indulgence should be shown to 
Catholics who wished to settle in this part of Virginia. 
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In 1683, Fitzhugh writing to Lord Culpeper speaks of ‘* Mr. Brent your 
Lordship’s agent in these parts,” referring evidently to George Brent. 

George Brent was a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses for 
Stafford county in 1688. 

Bishop Meade in his ‘‘Old Churches Ministers and Families of Vir- 
ginia,” p. 205, referring to the records of Stafford county, going back to 
1664, states: Among the items furnished in the presentment, in the year 
1693, by Richard Gipson, of George and Robert Brent as being Papish 
recusants. He calls upon the court to assist upon their taking the test 
oath in order to [admit them] to the practice of the law. That oath is 
abjuration of trans-substantiation. The.court sustains the presentment 
and requires them to take the oath; but they refuse and appeal to the 
General Court in Williamsburg. What was the issue we know not, but 
we believe that they were leading men at the Bar after that. One of 
them was associated in the practice with the first William Fitzhugh, and 
one of them was joint sponsor with the first George Mason at the bap- 
tism of an Indian boy whom they had taken prisoner.”’ 

The incident of the capture of the Indian boy and the fight with the 
Indians in which George Brent and Colonel Mason were engaged is 
described in an early account of Bacon’s Rebellion as follows: 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


THE MORTON PATRIARCHS OF VIRGINIA. 
By DANIEL Morton, M. D., St. Joseph, Mo. 


There were several men of the name Morton, living in Virginia prior 
to the year 1800, from whom have come distinct lines of descent. What 
relationship the heads of these families sustained to each other is un- 
known to me. In some instances their descendants have intermarried 
without any knowledge of kinship existing and really supposing that 
there was none. Anyone whose Morton ancestors lived in Virginia 
prior to 1800 is probably descended from one of these men. The infor- 
mation is believed to be accurate, though not all of it is documentary. 
If the reader can throw additional light upon the origin or relationship 
of these men he is requested to communicate with Daniel Morton, M. D., 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


1. John Morton. In 1694, one, John Morton is found living in North- 
umberland county, Virginia, and in that year bought 157 acres of land 
in Richmond county from James Orchard. Presumably he then moved 
to Richmond county, and twenty-seven years later there is found in 
Richmond county, Sittenbourne Parish, one John Morton, presumably 
the same John, making his will and mentioning sons: 11, John; 12, 
William; 13, Thomas; 14, James; 15, Richard; wife Deborah, Mary and 
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Winifred Morton, relationship not stated. One year later he died, his 
will being proved May 2, 1722. 

John and William were cut off with four shillings each, otherwise 
there might have been subsequent court records confirming their sonship 
to John Morton. On the contrary it is possible that an advancement of 
their share of the estate had been made during the life time of the father 
and that the court records will show it. It is desirable to establish more 
firmly the fatherhood of this man John Morton, to Captain John Morton, 
Jr., and to William Morton, and to this end more record searching should 
be done in both Northumberland and Richmond counties. There is a 
persistent tradition in the family to the effect that, in early colonial times 
and lung before the creation of the District of Columbia in 1790, the 
Mortons owned large tracts of land upon portions of which the city 
of Washington now stands. The District of Columbia was cut off in 
1790 from two Maryland counties, Prince George and Montgomery, and 
a search of these two Maryland counties should be made. This tradi- 
tion seems founded in fact when it is known that King Charles II granted 
a large tract of land in the Northern Neck of Virginia to some of his 
followers among them Sir William Morton, Knight. May it not be 
possible that Sir William sent to America a son who represented his 
father’s interests and became the founder of one line of the Morton 
family in America? See Calender State Papers, Charles II, Colonial 
Series. Lenox Library, New York City. 


11. Captain John Morton, Jr., lived in Richmond county, Virginia, in 
1713. He is variously spoken of as ‘‘ John Morton, Jr.,” ‘‘ Lieutenant,’’ 
‘**Captain,” ‘‘ Merchant,” ‘‘Sub Sheriff,” and father of Joseph Morton. 
After 1721, Capt. John Morton, Jr., seems to drop the suffix ‘‘Jr.,” from 
his signature. This is easily accounted for when it is remembered that 
the man John Morton, 1, who is believed to be his father died at this 
time. Capt. John Morton, Jr., was a man of affairs as the records show 
and was constantly buying land. He must have been a man of energy. 
He died without a will as proved by his wife in court, October 2, 1728. 
He died a short time previously which fixes 1728 as the year of his death. 
He married Mary Mountjoy, daughter of Alvin Mountjoy and Mary Lane 
Mountjoy. The Mountjoy family seems to have had large holdings of 
land and to have been wealthy. Mrs. John Morton, Jr., after the death 
of her husband in 1728, married William Jordan. This man must have 
had a strong personality and been highly esteemed by his kinsman, as 
his name had been handed down the line ever since as a given name for 
the Mortons. There have been many William Jordan Mortons since that 
time. By her Jordan husband, Mary Mountjoy had a son, John Morton 
Jordan, whom she doubtless named for her first husband. John Morton 


Jordan died July 23, 1771, and mentions in his will his wife Dorothy and ' 


a minor son John Nesbit Jordan. 
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Children: Morton: 4. 


111. Joseph Morton, of whom hereafter, married (1) Frances Colston, 
m. (2) Margaret Beckwith, dau. Sir Marmaduke Beckwith. 112. George 
Morton b. August 17, 1717, m. October 23, 1742, Lucy Baylor dau. 
Robert and Frances Baylor. Justice of Peace in King George county in 
1744. Will dated July 8, 1765. Mentions sons: 1121, John; 1122, 
George; 1123, Robert Baylor; 1124, Joseph; 1125, daughter Frances 
Hedgeman, wife Lucy. Besides these children, George Morton is said 
to have had daughters, 1126, Elizabeth; 1127, Lucy; 1128, Patsy. 


113. Mary Morton b. March 22, 1719, m. Jonathan Sydenham, “late 
of London Merchant,” no other facts. 


114. Frances Morton, m. (1) Nicholas Meriwether whose will is dated 
January 21, 1753, proved in Goochland county, July 18, 1758, m. (2) Dr. 
Samuel Pryor of Goochland, marriage bond August 27, 1760. No other 
facts concerning Frances Morton. 


WILLIAM MorTON, ORANGE COUNTY. 


12. William Morton of Orange county, Va. Married Ann Mothers- 
head. Died 1748. Made will December 8, 1747, proved July 28, 1748, will 
book 2, p. 131. Witnesses George Taylor, Taverner Beale, W. Russel, 
J. Branham, Jr., John Smith. Appoints his wife Ann, executrix and son 
Elijah and son in law Andrew Bourne, executors. Mentions wife Ann, 
grancchild George Morton, second son Elijah Morton, grand daughter 
Frances Christopher. (She afterward married Francis Bourne and be- 
came ancestress to Gen. Bristow.) Mentions also the following children: 


Children: Morton: 


121. Son Jeremiah m. Sarah Street? Mallory? Which? 

122. Son Elijah m. Elizabeth Hawkins. 

123. Daughter Ann, m. Henry Bourne prior to August, 1746. 

124. Daughter Elizabeth m. Thomas Newman. 

125. Daughter Mary Minor? Or Morris? Which? 

126. Daughter Jane, though his will does not mention her but does 
mention her husband Andrew Bourne. 

127. Son John. Then under 21 years of age. He is believed to 
have married a Miss Bourne, sister of Henry and Andrew Bourne. 

128. Son George. Though his name is not mentioned in will because 
he died before his father and prior to October 25, 1744. Will book 2, 
p. 21, shows qualification of Jeremiah Morton as administrator of George 
Morton, died October 25, 1744, and at page 30 the inventory and ap- 
praisement of personal estate of George Morton made October, 1744, 
amounted to £391 16s. 19d. There was a George Morton who married 
Margaret Strother, April 6, 1744, in Overwharton Parish, (see register) 
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and lived but a few months. Perhaps he was this man, 128, George 
Morton. 

None of William Morton’s children were of age in January, 1734-5. 

Although William Morton is commonly spoken of as being ‘‘ William 
Morton of Orange county,’’ my record researches prove that he pre- 
viously lived in Richmond county and was married to Ann Mothershead 
daughter of Alvin Mothershead. While living there he is found asso- 
ciated in business transactions with Capt. John Morton, Jr. After 1736 
however, William Morton drops from the Richmond county records and 
is found in Orange county, where he died in 1748. Although the proof 
is not positive, there is a good reason to believe that this same William 
Morton is identical with that William Morton who married Ann Batch- 
ellor, daughter of Thomas and Mary Batchellor of Westmoreland county 
Parish of Cople, lived at this latter place and had one son John. It 
would seem that he was twice married, one wife being Ann Batchellor, 
and one wife being Ann Mothershead. In 1827 at Russellville, Ky., 
Marmaduke Beckwith Mothershead, (a descendant of Capt. John Mor- 
ton, Jr.,)and Nancy Caldwell, (a descendant of William Morton) were 
married, thus commingling the blood of the two men, who a century 
before lived side by side in Richmond county, Virginia. William Mor- 
ton was an ancestor of Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, Confederate States of 
America. See William and Mary Quarterly Magazine, 1897-1898. 

A large amount of documentary Morton data can be found in the 
Virginia Magazine History and Biography, Vols. 11 and 12. 


THoMAS MorTON. 


1. Thomas Morton m. Elizabeth Woodson dau. Richard Woodson 
and Ann (Smith) Woodson. (Robert John Woodson, who emigrated to 
Virginia from Devonshire, England, 1624.) 


Children: Morton: 


11. Capt. John Morton, of ‘‘Morton Hall,” Prince Edward county, 
Va., b. February 9, 1730, d. ;m. Mary Anderson, in her 14th year, 
b. November 19, 1736, Hanover county, Va., and dau. of an English 
merchant at Farmville, Va. Captain John Morton raised a company of 
volunteers at the beginning of the Revolutionary War, eight of his sons 
being members of this Company. He is supposed to have been related 
to Col. Wm. Morton. Among the children of Capt. John Morton were: 





Children: Morton, 10: 

111. Capt. Hezekiah, received 4,500 acres land from Virginia for 
military service. Among his descendants are Judge Robert Hughes, 
Norfolk, Va., and Rev. Robert Anderson, of Roanoke, Va. 

112. Capt. John A., Bordeaux, France, m. Cora Lee Henry, dau. 
Gov. Henry, of the Island of Hayti. 
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113. Nathaniel, m. Miss Copeland, of Baltimore, Md. Ances 
tor of Charles Morton Stewart, Baltimore, Md. 

114. Major James, ‘‘Old Solid Column,” so called by Lafayette. 
Served in Continental line as lieutenant and received 3,370 acres of land 
from Virginia for military service. Among his descendants Rev. James 
Whery, of Moresville, N. C. Daughter Nancy m. Rev. Ben Holt Rice, 
D. D. 

115. Benjamin; no facts. Among his descendants Washington Mor- 
ton, New York City. 

116. Richard; never married, no facts. 

117. Joseph. Ancestor of Oliver P. Morton, Governor of Indiana. 

118. Obadiah, Prince Edward county, Va., m. Eliza Ligon, Prince 
Edward county, Va. Ancestor Thos. L. Morton, Prince Edward 
county, Va., Farmville, Va. 

119. Betsy, m. Woodson and became ancestress of Gov. Silas 
Woodson, of Missouri, and Charles Morton, Pamplin City, Va. 

11 (10). Patty; never married. No facts. 

Note. This lineage I have not verified by documentory proof. D. M. 








JosEPH MORTON OF LITTLE ROANOKE BRIDGE. 


Joseph Morton, b. 1709, d. June 28, 1772; m. (1) Miss -——— Goode, 
m. (2) Agnes Woodson, b. February 27, 1711, d. March 10, 1802, dau. 
Richard Woodson and wife Agnes Micheaux, grand-daughter Abraham 
Micheaux and wife Susannah Rochette. Joseph Morton settled at Little 
Roanoke Bridge. By profession he was a surveyor. At first a staunch 
Episcopalian, subsequently became a staunch Presbyterian and remained 
so the rest of his life. He became an Elder in the Briery Church. Was 
gentleman Justice of Prince Edward county, Va., when county was 
organized January 8, 1754. Said to have come from Orange county, 
Va., and to have been employed by the Randolph family to survey 
their lands. A man named John Morton is said to have been asso- 
ciated with Joseph Morton in surveying. What relation existed between 
the two men is not known. John Morton m. Elizabeth Woodson, dau. 


Sanborne Woodson. 

Children 1st marriage: Morton: 

11. Mary, b. November, 1733. 

Children 2nd marriage: Morton : 

12. Josiah, b. November 14, 1737, d. November 27, 1785. 

13. Judith, b. December 27, 1739. 

14. William, b. November 27, 1743, d. November 29, 1820, m. October 
29, 1764, Susannah Watkins. 

15. Jane, b. February 14, 1745. 

16. Agnes, b. February 26, 1747. 











316 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


17. Little Joe, b. November 15, 1749. 

18. Jacob, b. January 29, 1751, d. May 22, 1829, m. September 3, 1774, 
Jane D. Booker. 

19. Elizabeth, b. May 14, 1754. 


Note.—This lineage I have not verified by documentary proof. D. M. 


GREGORY FAMILY, &c. 
(CONTINUED) 


In the account of the descendants of Ann Gregory, daughter of James 
Gregory and Patience Godwin, published in the Virginia Magazine of 
fiistory and Biography, Vol. XV1, No. 2, page 202, a grave error was 
made by the writer. A more correct and fuller account is here given. 

V. Ann Gregory married Josiah Granbery of Chowan county, N. C. 
He was a member of the vestry of St. Paul’s Church, Edenton. (North 
Carolina Hisiorical and Genealogical Register, Vol. 1, No. 4, p. 607.) 
He was a member of the People’s Assembly held at Newburn in April, 
1775, and at Hillsboro on 25th August, 1775. (Wheeler's History of 
North Carolina, Chowan county, 90.) They had the following children: 
Thomas Granbery, John Granbery, James Granbery, Ann Granbery and 
Elizabeth Granbery. 

1. Thomas Gregory born 1782, married Pherebee Peele Parker, 
daughter cf Job Parker of Chowan. He died in 1828, leaving one child, 
Josiah Thomas Granbery who was born in 1806. Josiah Thomas Gran- 
bery on the 16th January, 1826, married Sarah Anne Baker Sawyer, 
daughter of Willis Sawyer of Bertie county, N. C., and Sarah Baker. 
This Sarah Baker was the daughter of John Baker and Mary Wynns. 
Sarah Anne Baker Sawyer was their only child to live. Josiah T. Gran- 
bery and Sarah Anne Baker Sawyer had a daughter, Mary Isabella 
Granbery who was their only child to live. Mary Isabella Granbery 
married Lucius Junius Johnson, a descendant of Elizabeth Gregory and 
Rev. Daniel Earl. He was a distinguished lawyer of Elizabeth City, N. 
C. He died in 1866, leaving his wife surviving him, who died in 1869. 
They had the following children: Sarah Ann Johnson, Mary Granbery 
Johnson, Charles Earl Johnson, Betsy Johnson, Granbery Johnson, James 
Madison Johnson and Henrietta Martin Johnson. Sarah Ann Johnson 
now living in Baltimore, Md., is their only surviving descendant; ali the 
others have died without issue. Col. Josiah T. Granbery died in 1862, 
leaving his wife surviving him, who died in 1878. Col. Josiah T. Gran- 
bery lived and died in Perquimans county. He was a large property 
owner, a successful farmer and a leading citixen. On the 12th Novem- 
ber, 1857, he was elected President of the Seaboard Agricultural Society, 
and under his administration the Fair held at Norfolk was a great suc- 
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cess. In 1835 and 1836 he was a member of the House of Commons of 
the General Assembly for his county. 

2. John Granbery married Mrs. Cowper and had two children, 
John J. Granbery and George W. Granbery, both died unmarried. 
Their names are mentioned in Nansemond county Court’s certificate of 
the heirs of Capt. John Gregory, made 9th December, 1833. 

3. James Granbery married Nancy Gordon, daughter of Jacob Gordon 
and Bathsheba his wife of Gates county, whose will is dated 22 Septem- 
ber, 1817. They had the following children: Joseph Gordon Granbery, 
Thomas John Granbery, Bathsheba A. Granbery, Wm. Geo. Granbery 
and Elizabeth Esther Granbery. 

(a) Joseph Gordon Granbery married Isa Gordon and had issue: 
Mary, Joseph, Gordon, Isa Gordon and Edna Jones. 

(b) Thomas John Granbery died unmarried. 

(c) Bathsheba A. Granbery married James Leigh and had Richard 
Leigh who died unmarried. 

(d) Wm. George Granbery married Sarah Simmons and had the 
following issue: Thomas Granbery, Mary Granbery, Lydia Granbery 
and James Granbery. 

(e) Elizabeth Esther Granbery married Capt. Benjamin Shannonhouse 
and moved to Charlotte, N. C. She left several children. 

4. Ann Granbery married William Wood of Perquimans county. His 
will was admitted to record November term, 1824. William Wood 
mentions in his will Anne his wife and his three children, William 
Edward Wood, Elizabeth Wood and Lucy Anne Wood. 

(a) Dr. William Edward Wood married Sophie Martin Trotman, 
daughter of Ezekiel Trotman and Emily Dauge, a daughter of General 
Peter Dauge of the Revolution. Dr. William Edward Wood and his 
wife Sophie had children, of whom the following are living: Dr. Julian 
E. Wood, Rev. Thomas Granbery Wood, Charles Stanton Wood, Mary 
Shaw Wood, Annie Granbery Wood, now wife of J. T. Whitehurst. 

(b) Elizabeth Wood married Rev. James G. Hall and moved to Mis- 
sissippi. Eight of the family died with the yellow fever. Their son 
Dr. William Hall was a surgeon in the Confederate Army, and their son 
James G. Hall, Jr., was a judge in Tennessee. 

(c) Lucy Anne Wood died unmarried. 

5. Elizabeth Granbery married Joseph Gordon, son of Jacob Gordon 
and his wife Bathsheba, and had the following children: Mary G. Gor- 
don, Bathsheba N. Gordon and Jane Gregory Gordon. 

(a) Mary G. Gordon married John Jacob Harvey her first cousin and 
had Elizabeth Gordon Harvey and Mary Granbery Harvey. 

(b) Bathsheba N. Gordon married first John L. Shannonhouse and 
had Benjamin Gordon Shannonhouse, Thomas Lynch Shannonhouse and 
Nora Gordon Shannonhouse; and married secondly, Edwin Brace and 
had by him Elizabeth Granbery Brace and Belle Gordon Brace. 
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(c) Jane Gregory Gordon married Arthur Lee Butt and had by him: 
Margaretta Tucker Butt, Jennie Weaver Butt and Fannie Arthur Butt. 

(al) Margaretta Tucker Butt married John A. Morgan and had by 
him: Mary Johnson Morgan, Grace Gordon Morgan, Arthur Butt Mor- 
gan and John Carl Morgan. 

(bl) Jennie Weaver Butt married Timothy Morgan, no issue. 

(cl) Fannie Arthur Butt married Thaddeus F. Banks and had by him: 
Cecil Hall Banks, Jane Gordon Banks, Mary Elsie Banks and Guy Cal- 


vert Banks. 
(CONCLUDED) 





THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 
(CONTINUED. ) 

20. JOHN’ Rosinson ( /JoAx*) was born ‘‘February ye 3d about to of 
the Clock In the Afternoon * * Ann. Dom. 1704” ( Register) in Mid- 
dlesex County, and died May 11, 1766, at his home, ‘‘Mt. Pleasant,’’ in 
King and Queen county. Unlike a number of other members of his 
family he was educated entirely in Virginia, completing his studies at 
William and Mary College. The influence of his family, and his own 
wealth, ability, great generosity and genial manners soon brought him 
into prominence. For many years he was probably the most influential 
man in Virginia. He was a member of the House of Burgesses for King 
and Queen at the session of Aug., 1736, and, without intermission, repre- 
sented that county in thirty-nine sessions, dying asa member-elect. He 
was Speaker 1738-1765, and Treasurer of Virginia during the same period. 
The years during which Mr. Robinson was Speaker and Treasurer 
covered a period of great prosperity in Virginia, and at the same time 
one of extravagance and expensive living. As has been stated the 
Speaker was an open hearted and open handed man and liberally 
responded, from his own means, to numerous appeals for loans. When 
this recourse could not be used farther he lent the paper money of the 
Colony which had been redeemed and which, by law, he was directed 
to destroy. He also lent other public money. This was, of course, a 
very grave breach of trust; but it seems certain that Speaker Robinson 
expected to be easily able to return the whole from the payments of his 
creditors or from his own estate. In the end, after many years, this was 
indeed done. 

Among the well-known incidents of his life is the occasion, when by 
order of the House, he was to tender a vote of thanks to Colonel Wash- 
ington. The modest officer arose and tried in vain to express his 
thanks. ‘Sit down, Mr. Washington,” said the courtly Speaker, ‘‘your 
modesty equals your valor, and that surpasses the power of any language 
I possess.” And in 1765, horrified by Patrick Henry’s boldness, Mr. 
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Robinson interrupted the famous speech on the Resolutions with the cry 
of ‘‘Treason.” 

After Speaker Robinson's death it was found that he owed the public 
£100,761. 7. 5, and that the debts due his estate amounted to £105,000. 

The Committee of the Assembly appointed to examine into this defal- 
cation also reported that besides the outstanding debts, the estate of 
which the said John Robinson died seized and possessed consisted of 
about 4,000 acres of land where he lived, in the county of King and 
Queen, about 3,200 acres on Morocosick, in that county and Caroline, 
about 6,500 acres in the county of Spotsylvania, about 4,250 acres in the 
county of Hanover, 1,200 acres in the county of King and William, 
some houses and lots in the city of Williamsburg, and about goo acres of 
land in the county of James City all of which lands might be reasonably 
valued at £11,000; besides which he was interested in one third part in 
some lands and slaves employed working a lead mine in the county of 
Augusta, and the whole of those lands and slaves were bound to reim- 
burse him the sum of £8,000, advanced for carrying on the said works; 
he was also interested in one share in the Dismal Swamp, and some 
slaves employed in draining the same, and that he died possessed of 
about 4oo slaves and a considerable personal estate. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


THE ENGLISH DESCENT OF JOHN PLEASANTS (1645-1698) 
OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


By J. HALL PLEASANTs, Baltimore, Md. 
(CONTINUED.) 


PLEASANTS ENTRIES—REGISTER St. SAVIOR’S, NORWICH. 


Marriages. 

1637 John Wilkinson & Martha Pleasance 5 November. 

1727 Wm. Dawes, this p’sh single m’n & Phillis Pleasants single woman. 

1734 Vilellins Taylor, bachelor this parish & Susanna Pleasants, spin- 
ster, their parish. 

PEDIGREE. 

1. William Pleasants! of All Saints and St. Paul’s parishes, Norwich; 
mar. Ist ante 1556, Katherine Putrasse' of All Saints parish, Norwich 
(will pd. February 13, 1558); children: 

Robert,* see below. 
Agnes.’ 

Mar. 2nd Alice! 
children: 

Thomas,’ bur. All Saints, September 18, 1579. 
Joanne’? m. John Parke. 





, bur. St. Paul's, Norwich, January 22, 1573; 
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Mar. 3d, February 5, 1579, Alice Walker,' All Saints, Norwich, will 
pd. April 30, 1595. 
William Pleasant’s' will proved February 13, 1558. 
2. Robert Pleasants? of All Saints, Norwich; b. ante 1558; mar. Johan? 
; children: 
Robert,’ bap. January 26, 1583-4, apparently d. ante 1590. 
John,* bap. June 27, 1588, see below. 
Henry,* bap. April 23, 1590; bur. September 20, 1603. 
Martha® mar. Thomas Carrington. 
Anne.® 
Lydia.® 
Robert Pleasants? bur. June 3, 1591; will proved June 25, 1591. 
3. John Pleasants’ of All Saints and of St. Savior’s, Norwich, worsted 
weaver (apparently moved to St. Saviors about 1617-1618). 
Mar. 1st Grace® , living 1612. 
Mar. 2nd Margaret® , ante 1617, died May 2, 1639; children: 
Margaret* mar. - Greenway. 
Martha‘ mar. John Wilkinson, November 5, 1637. 
John,* bap. November 11, 1618, see below. 
Robert‘ bap. July 3, 1620; buried March 5, 1621-2. 
Mary‘ bap. February 11, 1621. 
Robert‘ bap. May 11, 1623; will proved October 1, 1666; married 
Katherine ; children: John, Robert, Margaret & Sarah. 
Samuel* bap. July 10, 1625; bur. April 16, 1638. 
Elizabeth‘ bap. July 15, 1627. 
William‘ bap. February 8, 1628-9; bur. March 15, 1636-7. 
Benjamin‘ bap. April 6, 1631; bur. October 9, 1632. 
Benjamin‘ bap. August 7, 1636; bur. April 7, 1637. 
Mar. 3d, Anne Thirold,* widow; will proved April 11, 1665. 
John Pleasants*® bur. December 3, 1640; will proved December 21, 1640. 
4. John Pleasants* of St. Saviors, Norwich, worsted weaver, bap. 
November 11, 1618; mar. Katherine* , living 1690; children: 
John, bap. February 27, 1644-5; the emigrant, see below. 
Samuel’ bap. January 10, 1645-6; living 1690. 
Benjamin® bap. February 4, 1646-7; living 1690; mar. Ann® : 
children: Benjamin,® Mary,® Ann.® 
Thomas® born between 1647-1654; living 1690. Probably moved 
to Ireland. 
Martha® born between 1647-1654; bur. February 18, 1653-4. 
Joshua® born between 1647-1654; bur. October 1, 1660. 
Elizabeth® bap. February 22, 1661-2; bur. February 27, 1661-2. 
John Pleasants® of St. Saviors, Norwich and Virginia; bap. February 
27, 1644-5. Emigrated about 1665. Married Jane Larcome,® widow of 
Capt. Samuel Tucker. John Pleasants d. 1698. Issue: John,* Joseph® 
and Elizabeth® in Virginia. 
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An examination of the above pedigree shows that all statements are 
verified by reference to the wills, registers and deeds. A doubt may 
arise in the minds of some as to the identity of Will’m Plesants' 1583 of 
St. Paul’s Norwich with William Plesannce husband of Katherine 
Plesannce! 1558 of All Saints, Norwich. Reference to the latter’s will 
shown that her husband is left in unrestricted possession of the All 
Saint’s dwelling only during the minority of his son Robert’, and that he 
probably moved to St. Paul’s parish about the time of his second 
marriage. The ownership of property in both parishes by Robert? seems 
to settle the question of identity, in connection with the other evidence. 

It is regretted that a careful search of the Norwich records prior to 
1550 with a view to carrying back the pedigree further was not prac- 
ticable. The indices of wills prior to this date are very defective, in 
many cases being under Christian names only. It seems quite possible 
that Will’m Piesants' might be traced back in descent from William 
Pleasannce, brewer 33 Henry VI (1454) mentioned in Rye’s ‘‘Calendar 
of Freeman of Norwich,’’ which is the earliest mention of the name 


found. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 





EkRATA.—In the memoir of the late Joseph Bryan, published in the 
April magazine, the following corrections should be made: on p. iv, 1. 1 
of note, for ‘‘grandson’’ read ‘‘son;” on p. vii, omit ‘‘(who in time 
married Col. Scriven of Georgia)” on |. 5 of note; on p. viii, 1. 2 of note 


omit the comma after Navy; on p. xxiv, |. 16 insert ‘‘the” before ‘‘lot 


as 


” 





SCARBOROUGH. 


1 + roe 


The following extract from a list of ‘‘Grants and Certificates of 
Arms,”’ in the Genealogist (xxv, 249) throws light on the Virginia family 
of Scarborough: ‘‘ Scarburgh, Henry, John and Edmund, sons of Henry 
Scarburgh of North Walsham, Co. Norfolk, confirmation of arms and 
grant of crest, to Sept. 1614, or, a chevron, between 3 towers gules. 
Crest: From a mural coronet gules, a demi-lion or, supporting a spear 
erect, on the point a Saracen’s head all ppr., the latter wreathed argent 
and azure. Add. Ms. 12, 225.” It is pretty clear that the Edmund Scar- 
burgh here mentioned was the Virginia emigrant. Further evidence is 
attorded by the records of the Provincial Court of Maryland (Lib. P. C., 
fol. 52-53). 16 October, 1668, Henry Scarborough of Norwalsham in 
the County of Norfolk, Gent., gives letter of attorney to Edmund Scar- 
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borough the elder of Accomac in Virginia, Esq., and Charles Scar 
borough of the same place, Gent., to receive all debts due him in 
Maryland or Virginia, &c. Witnesses: Robert Pitt, James Weedon. 1 
April, 1671, Charles Scarborough of Accomack als. Northampton in the 
Colony of Virginia, Gent., attorney of Henry Scarborough of Norwal- 
sham in the County of Norfolk, in England, gives power of attorney to 
Daniel Jenifer of the Province of Maryland, Gent. Witnesses: Thomas 
Adams, George Kirkam, Mary Williams. 
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSTON, Baltimore, Md. 





EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF ELIZABETH CITY COUNTY. 


Deed, June 18, 1760, from John Tabb, Sr., Robert Armistead, Cary 
Selden, Charles Jenings, John Tabb, Jr., Starkey Robinson, George 
Wray, James Wallace, David Wilson Curle, and Thomas Warrington, 
gentlemen, trustees of Eaton Charity School, to Thomas Barnes, a tract 
of land for a yearly rent of £4 10., Barnes to build a 25 foot frame 
house, plant an orchard of 100 Erixon apple trees, &c. 





Deed, July 15, 1760, from John Tabb, Cary Selden, Charles Jenings, 
John Tabb, the younger, Starkey Robinson, George Wray, James 
Wallace, David Wilson Curle, and Thomas Warrington, trustees of 
Syms Charity School, to George Wythe, conveying the land and 11 head 
of black cattle for a yearly rent of £31 5., current money of Virginia. 

{The Syms school was founded in 1635 and the Eaton in 1659. Their 
endowments are now represented by the Syms-Eaton Academy, the 
handsome high school of Hampton, Va. ] 





Deed, May 2, 1763, from Robert Tucker, Jr., of Norfolk Co., and St. 
Bridges [Bride’s] parish, and Elizabeth his wife, and Susanna Tucker, 
of Elizabeth City Co., conveying to Thomas Dixon, 130 acres on 
Salfords Creek, Elizabeth City Co., adjoining the land lately belonging 
to Anthony Tucker, 100 acres of said land having been purchased by 
William Tucker, father of the said Robert. 





Inventory of Col. John Tabb, recorded April, 1762, 5 large maps £3, 
1 small do. 2s. 6d., 1 silver hilted sword & belt £3, 1 brass hilted sword 
7sh. 6d., 1 Clock £8, 1 shagreen case with two dozen knives and forks 
with ivory handles £2, 1 large Bible 15s., 1 large Prayer book 6s., 2 
large sermon books and 2 small books £1, 1 Vol. Josephus 2s. 6d., Body 
Va. Laws and Mercer’s Abridgment £1 10., 7 Vols. History of England 
£16., 1 Turkish Spie 1os., a parcel Latin books and other books £1 7., 
The Universal Gazeteer ssh., 1 doz. prints in frames £1 4., 1 Chariot and 
harness £100, 1 Char. and harness £16, &c., &c., a large estate. 
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Inventory of John Smith, Sr., Feb., 1723, 1 old pendulum clock £15, 
1 silver watch and chain £3 10., silver £47 10., (including old lace, 
Spanish money, &c.) an interesting inventory. 





Will of Anne Ellyson, dated June 1, 1727, proved July 19, 1727, all 
goods, &c., in Nansemond Co., to son John Ellyson, to Gerrard Ellyson 
‘*My maiden Bible,’ son Thomas Ellyson ‘‘ My sister Myhill,’’ ‘‘ My 
brother Lockey Myhill.” 





Inventory of John Dunlep, July 17, 1728, Bayer’s English Dictionary 
4s., Latin Do. 7s. 6d., Baillee’s English Dictionary 6s., Reversons 
Reformat. 2s., Treatie des Maladies, 2 vol. 3s., Keit’s Anatomy 2s. 6d., 1 
French Testament 2s. 6d., 1 Eng. Bible 1s. 6d., Blanchard’s Phisical 
Dictionary 1s. 6d , Mawbray’s Family Phisition 2s. 6d., 1 Latin Testam’t 
1s. 6d., Baxter’s Treatise 6d., History of Abelard and Heloise s., 
Pharmica Edinbrigi ts., 3 vols. Spect’or 4s., Operat. de Chirurg, 2 vol. 
2s., Malades de Femmes ts., Quincy’s Dispensatory 6s., Handly’s 
Coloquia Thorurgica 1s., Pielats Litteri, Walkers Memorie, Douglas 
history, Pope’s Rape of the Lock, The Constant Couple, a tragedy, The 
Younger Brother, a comedy, Love for Love, Wilson’s Sermons, all £2 
6s., Catalogue Plants 2d., Le Caland delacene rod. 





Will of Nathan Yancey, dated Nov. 19, 1789, proved April 22, 1790. 
To nephew Nathan son of John Yancey and Elizabeth his wife; nephew 
Joel, son of Joel Yancey, and if they die without issue, devises his estate 
to the inhabitants of Back River, Greenland and Fox Hill [neighbor- 
hoods in Elizabeth City Co.] for the school for poor children in that 
precinct, ‘“‘provided that no children of Baptist parents shall be allowed 
to go to the said school, & none but those that are of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church as now or may be established. The master to be 
obliged to attend his school from one hour by sun in the morning until 
one hour by sun at night.” 





EARLY Days OF ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY-~EXTRACTS FROM THE COUNTY 
RECORDS. 


Order Book 1, page 1, Commission of the peace to John Bowyer, 
Archibald Alexander, Samuel McDowell, Charles Campbell, Samuel 
Lyle, Alexander Stuart, Andrew Reid, John Trimble, and John Gil- 
more, gentlemen, justices. 

April 7, 1778, Andrew Reid, gent., qualified as clerk. 

Commission to Archibald Alexander as sheriff, who qualified. 

John Bowyer, gent., produced in court a commission from his excell- 
ency the Governor of being County Lieutenant of this County, who took 
the oath required by law. 

Samuel McDowell, gent., produced a Commission from his Excellency 
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the Governor of being Coll. of this County, who took the oath prescribed 
by law. 

April 8, 1778, Alexander Stuart commissioned and qualified as Major. 

April 13, 1778, trial of Capt. James Hall for being concerned in the 
murder of the Cornstalk Indian his son & two other chiefs of the Indians 
on the roth of November last. Hall appeared & denied the facts with 
which he was charged. Trial adjourned; tried again cn April 28 and no 
witness appearing against him he was acquitted. 

April 28, 1778, trial of Hugh Galbraith on the same charge; but no 
witnesses appearing against him the case was postponed. 

May 5, 1778, John Gilmore and James Hall qualified as Captains of 
Militia. 

Charles Campbell, John Paxton, and John Lyle qualified as Captains 
of Militia. 

May 5, 1778, Continuation of trial of Hugh Galbraith, no witnesses 
and therefore acquitted. 

May 6, 1778, Andrew More qualified as Captain of Militia. 

May 19, 1778, Trial of Malcolm McCown in regard to the murder of 
the Indians (above). No witnesses, acquitted. 

July 7, 1778, David Cloyd 2d It., James Davis 2d It., Alexander Walker 
2d It., Thomas Harrison It., John McClung, Robert Pooge, and Samuel 
Davison 2d Its., qualified. 

William Taylor and Andrew Evans, ensigns, qualified. 

July 7, 1778, Trial of William Rowan in regard to the Indian murder, 
acquitted. 

Aug. 4, 1778, David Edmondson and John Stuart, rst Its., John Will- 


son 2d It., and John Carruthers rst It., qualified. 

Aug. 5, 1778, James Buchanan qualified as justice. 

Sept. 1, 1778, Samuel Patterson rst It., qualified. 

Nov. 3, 1778, Joseph Alexander rst It., and James Cunningham 2d It., 
qualified. 

Dec. 2, 1778, Robert McKee rst It., qualified. 

March 2, 1779, Michael Bowyer qualified as an attorney. 

May 4, 1779, John Gay qualified as an ensign. 

James Hays and John Tedford qualified as ensigns. 

May 5, 1779, James Buchanan recommended as Captain of Militia in 
the room of Captain Samuel Steele, resigned. 

Company division of the county for taxation: Captains John Gilmore, 
Jr., John Paxton, William Paxton, Wallace, Hall, James 
Gilmore, Gilliot, David Gray, John Lyle, Moore, Charles 
Campbell. 

Aug. 3, 1779, James Buchanan qualified as captain. 

Aug. 5, 1779, On motion of William Moore assignee of James Frazier, 
John Jones, and William Butt to be allowed 50 acres each for serving as 
soldiers in the regular service in the Old Virginia regiment formerly 
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commanded by Col. Washington. Ordered, sufficent proof having been 
produced. [Counties did not, of course, grant land bounties; but cer- 
tified to the State authorities that proper proof had been produced. ] 

The same, in favor of Smith Williamson, Henry Black, and Rich’d 
Williamson for service in Byrd’s regiment. 

The same, in favor of William Nappier, and Moses Collier for service 
in Capt. Dickinson’s ranging Co. ° 

(p. 127). The same in favor of Robert Edmondson assignee of Am- 
brose Gordon, who served in Byrd’s regiment. 

Oct. 5, 1779, The same in favor Josie East for service in Washing- 
ton’s regiment. 


ENGLISH RECORDS RELATING TO VIRGINIA. 


(From Report of Historical Manuscripts Commission. The Manuscripts 
of the Earl of Dartmouth, Vol. II.) 
GEORGE MERCER TO THE KING. 

1772, February 20, London. Copy of a memorial, with a memoran- 
dum that the Earl of Hillsborough has the original in his possession, 
requesting some reward for his services in North America during the 
late war. 

Accompanied by a copy of another Memorial presented in June 1766 
to the Lords of the Treasury, recounting what he had gone through on 
account of his employment in Virginia as distributor of stamps and 
desiring repayment for the expense he was obliged to incur. 

3 pages and 1% pages respectively, (p. 82). 

[George Mercer a son of John Mercer of ‘‘ Marlborough,’’ Stafford 
county, Va.; served as Captain and Lieutenant Colonel in the French 
and Indian War, and being in England in 1765, was appointed one of 
the collectors under the Stamp Act. 

Campbell’s History of Virginia, doubtless quoting the Virginia Ga- 
zette, states that ‘‘In the last week of October [1765] George Mercer dis- 
tributor of stamps for Virginia, landed at Hampton and was rudely treated 
by a mob, who by the interposition of some influential gentleman 
were prevailed on to desperse without offering him any personal injury. 
At Williamsburg, as he was walking toward the Capitol, on the way to 
the Governor’s palace, he was required by several gentlemen from 
different counties, the General Court being in session, to say whether 
he intended to enter on the duties of his office. At his request he was 
allowed to wait on the Governor before replying, and was accompanied 
to the coffee-house, where the Governor, most of the Council, and 
many gentlemen were assembled. The crowd increasing and growing 
impatient in their demands, Mr. Mercer came forward and promised to 
give a categorical answer at five o’clock the next evening. At that 
time he met a large concourse of people, including the leading mer- 
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chants of the Colony. He then engaged not to undertake the execution 
of the Stamp Act until he received further orders from England, nor 
then, without the assent of the Assembly of Virginia. He was immedi- 
ately borne out of the Capitol gate, amid loud acclamations, and 
carried to the coffee-house, where an elegent entertainment was pre- 
pared for him and was welcomed there by renewed acclamations, 
drums beating, and French horns and other musical instruments sound- 
ing, at night the bells were set a ringing and the town was illuminated.”’ 

The news of the acceptance of a position as Stamp Act Collector by 
a member of a well known Virginia family and one who had been in 
the military service and the legislature of the Colony, caused intense 
feeling. One of the manifestations of it was the burning of Col. Mercer 
in effigy at Westmoreland Court House. As this act was believed to 
have been chiefly instigated by Richard Henry Lee, who had been 
charged with applying for a position as Stamp Collector, the indignation 
of Mercer’s brothers in Virginia was aroused and some angry corres- 
pondence appeared in the Gazef¢e for 1768. 

George Mercer’s position in Virginia was probably not comfortable 
and he soon returned to England. As his estate consisted chiefly of 
Virginia lands, distant from the seaboard, he appears to have been 
reduced to great financial straits. Among the Adams papers in the 
collection of this Society are several letters from Col. Mercer which are 
curious as showing phases of life of a colonist in England. Thomas 
Adams, a Virginian, who was afterwards member of the Continental 
Congress, was for some years a merchant in London, seems to have 
been recipient of many appeals from his needy countrymen. The first 


is undated but was written in 1771: 
‘*Thursday morning. 
Dear Adams: 


I want much to see you but find it so uncertain catching you at 
Home that to Day I can not attempt a visit. I expect my good Friend 
the E. of H. [Earl of Holderness] has made his report as he swore, 
tho’ I know he can lye, it should be done Yesterday. If he has the 
affair will be fimished on Monday or Tuesday next and he shall want 
all you can say about Stuart and the Cherokees, which I must pray you 
to write out as soon as you can conveniently. 

My dear Adams you must by some means or other procure me £50 
by Tuesday morning, or | must go to the Dogs. The note I mentioned 
to you formerly falls due on that day it has already been renewed about 
six Times and is in the Hands of a Lawyer who has sent me word he 
can’t lay out of his money any longer, d—n the Fellows Conscience he 
has added 6s. 8d. for a Fee for writing to me besides Interest every Time 
it has been renewed, and yet yesterday sent to remind me of the notes 
failing due with the addition I mention & that I must take it up. I can’t 
help troubling you Adams as necessity knows no law. I shall ask no 
more from you till Anderson arrives who I hope will bring me half a 
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hundred puncheons of Shanandoah [tobacco], which will Aonest/y pay 
all my Debts. 1 know both you & B’s poverty, and yet I cannot help, 
and I am sure you will both do me the Justice to believe I would not 
trouble if it was possible to avoid it. If you can by any means nego- 
tiate the note I send I shall be strong enough by the time it falls due, 
tho’ at present I give you my oath I have not a Brace of pounds in the 
world nor do I know where to get Them unless you or Brown will help 
me. Iam 
Dr. Adams your most faithfully &c.”’ 

Mr. Adams appears to have raised the money, for not only does Col. 
Mercer escape the debtors toils, but a little later is adding to his 
troubles by trying to marry a young lady whose parents or guardians 
oppose the match. The next letter is addressed to ‘‘Mr. Thomas 
Adams No. 41 Fleet st. London,”’ is written during the flight towards 
matrimony. It is dated ‘‘ Yarmouth, 4 o’clock Tuesday the 6th of 
August, 1771.’’ It is as follows: 

‘*My dear Adams: 

From the golden anchor at we reached this place without any 
stop or accident, except the Post Chaise being once overturned & 
this occasioned after the first moment more laughing than crying. I 
expect to settle the affair here, and if the d—d marriage act throws no 
difficulties in the way, we shall be sure as Colonel Willis himself could 
be. * * * Weare this moment only arrived here and mean to go 
six miles further to (perhaps toan old * * * of an Aunt) I can say 
nothing certain as to the Point so speedily, but I suppose even you can 
not doubt it must must be so now as this is an open and full Discovery 
of every Thing relative to her Partiality to your Friend, and through 
Detestation of the Friends of another Person. We sent the servant 
where she was ty dine and spend some Days, to tell them we really 
meant to go, and told him we should wait his Return but as he had 15 
miles to ride before he could deliver his message we presumed we had 
sufficient start of him, notwithstanding we rode all night to be sure 
of the matter. 

I am obliged to be in town on Sunday if it is possible to settle this 
affair beyond Doubt, but as I have two bills amounting to £60 which 
fall due on Tuesday (for Fear of Disappointments) I must beg the 
favor of you to get me the money by Hook or by Crook for the interest 
Bills, and leave it with my House Keeper on Monday, as will not 
appear quite so decent should I be arrested on my Return Home with 
Madam, for such a sum as £60. Adieu till we meet, don’t tell any one 
where I am or my Business, till I tell you the knot is tied and you must 
never mention a syllable of this scuffle to Maria, as she says she shall 
never be able to look any one except myself in the face who knows it. 
I am dear Adams 





Your most Faithfully 
G M 
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I have told her I am writing to a particular Friend—She desires tor 
Heaven’s Sake and for the sake of my own character, that I will not 
mention to him that I have a giddy hot headed runaway young girl with 
me, especially if the friend has any thing serious about him.” 

There are a few other letters of dates close to the above referring to 
negotiations with the gir!’s family and begging to have bills negotiated 
or money lent, but nothing which tells of the termination of the affair. 
Col. Mercer, however, evidently found means to live on, as he did not 
die until 1784. See this Magazine, XIV, 232, for note on Mercer 
family. 

How colonists spent their time during visits to England and what they 
learnt is a rather interesting subject, which has not been investigated. 

It is feared that all did not keep as good company as Mr, Warrington. 


There are letters in existence (Col. Mercer’s are not referred to) which 
show that some of the colonists while ‘tat home’”’ could be not a little’ 
dissipated and could talk of “citizens ” wives as coolly and contemptu- 
ously as any rake in an old comedy. 


VIRGINIA. 

1772, December 19. Council Chamber, Whitehall. Order of Com- 
mittee of Council. 

Signed. 1 folio page with seal ( paper impressed over a wafer). 

Endorsed: No. 3—Virginia Order of the Lords of the Committee of 
Council for plantation affairs, dated Dec’r 19, 1772, referring to this Board 
for their consideration an address of the House of Burgesses of Vir- 
ginia to the King, praying that the Gove’r of that Colony may be 
permitted to assent to such laws as may check the importation of slaves 
from the coast of Africa into the said Colony. Cc. Rec’d Dec’r 23, 1772. 
Read Jan’ry 25, 1773, (p. 113). 


Annexed: 

VIRGINIA House OF BurGESSES. ADDRESS TO THE KING [1772, 
about May 1]. Destring him to prevent the importation of slaves into 
this Colony. 

Copy 2 folio pages. 

THE EARL OF DUNMORE TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH, 1772, 
May 1— Wiltiamsburg—The evil consequences of having so many slaves 
imported to the Colony and the desirability of passing laws to prevent 
this. 

Copy 2 folio pages. 

[ The originals of these annexed papers are in the Public Records 
Office, Amer. and W. Indies, Vol 210, pp. 91 and 95.) 
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GUIDE TO THE MANUSCKIPT MATERIALS FOR THE HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO 1783, IN THE BRITISH MusSEUM, IN MINOR 
LONDON ARCHIVES, AND IN THE LIBRARIES OF OXFORD AND 
CAMBRIDGE. By Charles M. Andrews and Frances G. Davenport. 
Published by the Carnegie Institution, Washington, 1908; pp. 499. 

The publication in recent years of the archives of various States for 
the Colonial period and of the British Government documents relating 
to America has made it possible now to write satisfactorily on Colonial 
history. The present volume is an effort to make important unpublished 
British manuscripts easily available to American students. It is one of 
a series of guides to foreign historical material bearing upon the United 
States which the Carnegie Institution is preparing and printing. The 
Cuban and Spanish guides preceded the British; the French, Mexican 
and Roman are to follow. 

The plan of printing a guide to material on American history in Lon- 
don was first taken up by the American Antiquarian Society, which, 
however, relinquished the task to the Carnegie Institution. Professor 
Andrews and Miss Davenport, representing the Institution, have pre- 
pared the guide, which will probably be followed by the former’s work 
on the documents in the Public Record Office, London. 

The guide includes the manuscripts of the British Museum, Privy 
Council Office, War Office Library, House of Lords, General Post- office, 
Trinity House, Guildhall, Lambeth Palace Library, Fulham Palace, 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, Sion College Library, the 
Royal Society Library, Hudson’s Bay Company, Oxford, Cambridge, 
and other libraries. Many of the papers concern Virginia. 

Professor Andrews and Miss Davenport have rendered the cause of 
historical research a valuable service. Thousands of manuscripts have 
been listed, and the titles, though necessarily brief, are clear. Abstracts 
are included in some cases. The descriptive notes are excellent. The 
guide will be a boon and a blessing to every student who goes to Eng- 
land for a knowledge of American affairs.—H. ]. ECKENRODE. 


ACTS OF THE Privy CouNCIL OF ENGLAND. COLONIAL SERIES, VOL. 
I, 1613-1680. Edited by W. L. Grant and James Munro under the 
general supervision of Almeric W. Fitzroy, Clerk of the Privy 
Council. London, Wyman & Sons, 1908; pp. 930. 

The Acts of the Privy Council will appear in five volumes, covering 
the field to 1783. The present book includes 1613-1680. The Calendar 
of the Acts of the Privy Council as printed ends with 1603, and no pro- 
vision was made by the British Government for continuing the work. 
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Publication was begun in 1834, and between that date and 1837 Sir 
Harris Nicholas issued seven volumes including the record up to 1542. 
A new series of 32 volumes was published between 18go0 and 1906 by Sir 
J. R. Dasent which brought the work down to the death of Queen 
Elizabeth. At this point, fortunately for American history, the present 
editors took up the task in the volume under consideration. 

The Council records from 1603 to 1613 were burned in the fire at 
Whitehall in 1618, and thus the documents of the Jamestown settlement 
were lost. The Civil War caused another break from August, 1645, to 
May, 1649. Colonial affairs during the Protectorate must be studied in 
other calendars. The records now in the Council Office consist of a 
large number of folio volumes, written by the clerks of the Council and 
narrating the proceedings; the ‘Plantation Register,’ which contains 
colonial laws and instructions to governors from 1677 to 1806; and a 
large collection of loose documents, mostly petitions and reports sub- 
mitted to the Council by the Board of Trade. 

The limited range of the work does not permit of the printing of all 
the extracts in full. Consequently certain parts have been condensed 
and such places in the text are indicated by brackets. The pruning has 
been so judiciously done that the student is rather grateful than other- 
wise for the cutting down. The volume is a very valuable addition to 
the sources of American Colonial history. The editorial work is careful 
and intelligent, and the result is a book which is both attractive and 
useful.—H. J]. ECKENRODE. 
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VirGinia County REcorps. Published Quarterly. Edited by William 
Armstrong Crozier, F. R. S., F. G. S. A. Published by the Genea- 
logical Association, 211 West 1o1st Street, New York City. March, 
1gog. Vol. VI, Part I. 


Mr. Crozier, who is well known through his various volumes on sub- 
jects relating to Virginia genealogy and heraldry, has determined that, 
instead of publishing occasional volumes (such as make the first five of 
‘Virginia County Records’’), he would issue a quarterly. This publica- 
tion appearing oftener would afford space for presenting a very much 
larger number of abstracts, &c. Instead of the work being confined to 
one county, from fifteen to twenty can be included. It can be seen at 
once how valuable it will be to genealogists to have, as will be the case 
when Mr. Crozier's plans have been carried out, complete genealogical 
abstracts of all Virginia wills, lists of Revolutionary soldiers, of grantees 
of lands, of marriage bonds and similar indispensable source material. 

No. I of the quarterly, which was issued in March last, contains the 
beginnings of series of abstracts of wills in Elizabeth City, old Rappa- 
hannock, York, Hanover counties; Surry county records in general; 
Northampton and Norfolk county marriage bonds, lists of Revolution- 
ary soldiers, and of early grantees of land in several counties. 

















BOOK REVIEWS. 831i 


The work is carefully done, and only a few errors in names, a thing 
almost inseparable from such a great amount of transcribing from old 
records, are noted. These will no doubt be corrected. 

Mr. Crozier’s work can be heartily commended, and it is hoped that 
he will receive such continued encouragement as will euable him to 
carry out his plan of publishing abstracts of all old Virginia records, 
which may be of use to the genealogist. 


THE EARLY ENGLISH COLONIES. A SUMMARY OF THE LECTURE BY 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE AND RIGHT REv. ARTHUR FOLEY, 
Lorp BisHop OF LONDON. With additional Notes and Illustra- 
tions, delivered at the Richmond Auditorium, Virginia, October 
4, 1907. Transcribed by Samuel Phillips, Author of “Fulham 
Palace,” with a preface by the Bishop of London. The Young 
Churchman Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 1908, pp. xii, 228, with several 
illustrations. 


The Bishop of London is one of the greatest preachers and best and 
most useful men of the day; but this book is hardly a worthy memorial 
of his very noteworthy visit to America in 1907. His time has been too 
much occupied in other pursuits for him to have much knowledge of 
American history, and his transcriber, Mr. Phillips, is not gifted in pre- 
senting what the Bishop said. It is sometimes a little difficult to tell 
who is speaking and one feels a little surprise upon coming upon such a 
sentence as this: “You can trace the list of Bishops in my little book 
called ‘Fulham Palace,’ published by Wells, Gardner, Darton & Co.,”’ 
until it is found by referring back to the title page, that it is Mr. Phillips 
who is talking and not the Bishop. 

And even a Virginian must smile when, after quoting (p. 38) Governor 
Belcher, of Massachusetts, in one of those formal pleas for reformation 
of manners, which were stock utterances of all colonial governors, the 
Bishop says, ‘‘we must recollect that Boston was at this time a place 
where the Book of Common Prayer was not by law established and the 
planters found that, deprived of its teaching our duty to God and our 
duty to our neighbor, men soon ran to lawless living. * % * * There 
is no such trouble mentioned in Virginia records, because the Chureh 
Catechism was there taught, and the Book of Common Prayer freely 
used.”’ 

The first chapter of this book, giving a Bishop’s statement of theo- 
logical beliefs to an audience of his own faith, is outside the limits of 
Virginia history. 

The portion of the book relating to Colonial history begins 
with Chapter II, which treats of the ‘‘The King’s Governors in the 
Colonies.” There is nothing especially striking in the handling of the 
subject, but the chapter contains good summaries of the instructions to 
Governor Nicholson of Virginia in 1700 and 1702, a catalogue of his 
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books, which he wished given to William and Mary College, of the 
Commission (1651) of William Coddington as Governor of Rhode 
Island, and various letters in regard to Church affairs in Massachusetts. 

Chapter III on ‘‘The Bishop of London and his Ecclesiastical Juris- 
diction in America’’ is a useful exposition of the subject, though the 
statement that officially the most important person after the Governor 
was the Bishop, is not borne out by the records. This chapter contains 
several interesting letters and petitions. 

Chapter IV on the Missionary also contains a number of documents of 
interest, including several from Virginia. The next chapter has the 
letters patent 1 George II, giving the Bishop of London ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction in America—an important paper. The next two chapters 
cover the West Indies, Carolina, Georgia and Maryland. St. Philip’s, 
Charleston, was stated in 1746, to be “the most elegant religious edifice 
in America.”’ 

The final chapter is devoted to several valuable unpublished documents 
from Fulham. They are (1) extract froma letter of John Banister, dated 
‘The Falls,’’ (James River) April 6, 1679, giving a detailed account of 
the natural productions of Virginia; (2) a treaty of peace between 
Governor Spotswood and the Nottoway Indians, February 27, 1713; (3) 
draft of a charter for Harvard, July 12, 1700; (4) a long and most inter- 
esting letter dated July 21, 1724, from Alex. Forbes, minister of the 
Upper Parish of Isle of Wight and several petitions. 

Bishop Ingram left the best memorial of his visit in the hearts and 
minds of all who had the great privilege of seeing and hearing him, and 
not only the people of his own Church but all Americans will be grateful 
for his friendliness and his desire that they might share in the rich stores 
of historical material which are in his custody. 


A CALENDAR OF CONFEDERATE PAPERS, WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
SOME CONFEDERATE PUBLICATIONS. Preliminary Report of the 
Southern Historical Manuscripts Commission, prepared under 
the Direction of the Confederate Memorial Literary Society. 
By Douglas Southall Freeman, Richmond, Va. The Confederate 
Museum, 1908, pp. 620, with Index. 


The Southern Historical Manuscripts Commission, a branch or close 
ally of the Confederate Memorial Literary Society, has made an admirable 
beginning in its work of making the records relating to the Confederate 
States known to students. The selection of an editor and compiler has 
proved to be very wise and in this pioneer work Dr. Freeman has shown 
that the right man is in the place. 

The Southern Historical Society and the United States Government 
have done much in publishing Confederate records; but the mass of 
papers essential to a thorough knowledge of any phase of the history of 
the great war and of the civil government established by the seceding 
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States, is so vast that it would be impossible to print them in full, and 
even if such a thing were within the limits of possibility the time 
required would place beyond the period of the present generation power 
to know the truth of history. The plan has been adopted, therefore, of 
publishing a series of calendars, and that now under consideration 
includes most of the papers in the very valuable collection at the 
Confederate Museum. 

The editor has, in the introduction, given a useful account of Confed- 
erate sources of material, of their value, and the pressing necessity for 
steps being at once taken to preserve them. 

The entries in the Calendar are very clear and intelligible, the notes 
are numerous and carefully studied and there is a complete index. 

In every way the volume is creditable to the Society and the editor, 
and is a most important contribution to the literature of Confederate 
history. 

The bibliography of Confederate publications now a part of the noble 
collection in the Museum is excellently done, 


JOURNALS OF THE House OF BURGESSES OF VIRGINIA. Edited by H. 
R. McIlwaine, Virginia State Library, 1752-1755, 1756-1758. Rich- 
mond, Virginia, MCMIX, pp. xxix, 551. 


1758-1761, Richmond, Virginia, MCMVIII, pp. xix, 313. 


1761-1765. Edited by John Pendleton Kennedy, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, MCMVII, pp. Ixxvi, 383, with several fac-similes, illustra- 
tions, and index to each volume. 


Since the last notice in this Magazine three more of the massive, 
beautifully printed and carefully edited volumes of this series have 
appeared. The period covered—from the beginning of the French and 
Indian war to the Stamp Act—is one of great interest and importance, 
and was also the time when the prosperity of the Colony of Virginia 
reached its high-water mark. It was a time of rapid increase in popula- 
tion, wealth and cultivation, and likewise of a luxury and expensive 
living which soon after the close of the period treated of began to show 
its effects on the planters’ estates. 

The prefaces give clear and useful summaries of the work of the 
various sessions and many valuable illustrative documents are printed 
for the first time either in the preface to 1761-62, or as appendices to the 
other volumes. 

It is superfluous to refer to the great value of these Journals to the 
student of Virginia history. It is a subject for regret that the price can 
not be such as to make them more generally accessible. 
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THE SETTLEMENT OF ILLINOIS, 1778-1830. By ARTHUR CLINTON 
BoGGEss, Ph. D., Professor of History and Political Science in 
Pacific University, &c., Chicago Historical Society’s Collection, 
Vol. V, Chicago. Published by the Society, 1908, pp. 266, with 
index and maps. 

Though published subsequently, this book was prepared before the 
publication of Professor Alvord’s volume on the Cahokia Records. No 
use was therefore made of that valuable collection. Professor Boggess 
has made a very careful study of the, ofttimes obscure, subject of the 
settlement of Illinois between 1778 and 1835 including the time that the 
country was included in the Virginia domain. Every page shows in its 
notes the thoroughness with which his work has been done. Several 
maps, including one of the Illinois country in 1796, and a full biblio- 
graphy of works consulted add to the usefulness of the book. 


GUIDE TO THE ARCHIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN WASHINGTON. By Claude Halstead Van Tyne and 
Waldo Gifford Leland. Second edition Revised and Enlarged by 
W. G. Leland, Published by the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
1907, pp. xiii, 327. 

This very useful work has been found of such service to historical 
students that a second edition has been called for. It has been enlarged 
and revised as fully as the somewhat chaotic condition of the Washing- 
ton records and the numerous obstacles to research would admit. It is 
a consummation devoutly to be wished that the time shall be not far 
distant when a great hall of records will exist at the National Capital, 
which will contain most of the immense mass of valuable records which 
are in the various departments. 

The Library of Congress with its admirable facilities and wise liberality 
is, of course, an exception and is unsurpassed as a place for student 
work. 


FirTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARY BOARD OF THE VIRGINIA 
STATE LIBRARY, 1907-1908. To which is appended the Fifth Annual 
Report of the State Librarian. Richmond, Davis Bottom, Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, 1908, pp. 154. 

A CALENDAR OF LEGISLATIVE PETITIONS, arranged by counties, Acco- 
mac—Bedford. Special report of the Department of Archives and 
History. H. J. Eckenrode, Archivist. 

A TRIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY OF COLONIAL VIRGINIA. Special report of 
the Department of Bibliography. William Clayton Torrence, Bib- 
liographer. 

It would be pleasant, if space permitted, to tell of the good work the 

State Library, strictly as a library, is doing. The rapidly increasing 

success of the travelling libraries, the large attendance of readers at the 
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central library, the issue of most useful catalogues of special classes of 
books, the large number of magazines and newspapers on file and the 
other ways in which the library is living up to modern demands are well 
told by the Librarian. 


Great as has been the success of the library with the increased means 
and facilities for work of recent years, it is not by any means what its 
Board and Librarian desire it to be, and what the Legislature should 
enable it to be. A good Library is a costly thing and our Legislators 
should recognize that this Library is the only one in the State in a 
position to ask large sums of money from the public. Thousands of 
dollars could be profitably spent every year, for a number of years to 
come, in the purchase of books. The historical student (and such 
students throughout Virginia can use the Library) is especially desirous 
that the division of history should be filled and kept abreast of the time 
with every historical work of value published. 

Complete sets of the English State Papers, of every class, should be 
bought as should be the collections and publications of the numerous 
societies which are publishing so much of inestimable value. If the 
Legislature will give the money, the Library is fully qualified to select 
and make the best use of the books. 

It is of the divisions of the Library more strictly associated with 
Virginia history that it is desired to write here. 

For some years past the arranging and indexing of the great mass of 
records now in the custody of the Library Board has been in progress, 
under the efficient charge of Dr. Eckenrode. Every facility possible is 
given to those who desire to examine the original documents; but the 
room in which the papers are kept is much overcrowded and utterly 
unsuitable for the purpose. New and proper quarters for the Manuscript 
Department is one of the things the next Legislature should consider. 
Not only does the great collection of public records now in the Library 
require more room, but if such room were furnished the personal pro- 
perty assessment books from 1782 to within recent years, probably 
comprising some ten thousand volumes, could be arranged and made 
accessible. 

These books which are now in boxes in various places of storage 
would furnish an unsurpassed amount of information in regard to the 
economic history of the State. 

Probably the most valuable collection of manuscripts in the Library 
is what is known as ‘‘ The Legislative Papers.’’ These comprised, 
originally, all of the papers submitted to the Legislature, petitions, 
letters, executive communications, &c., &c., together with many of the 
routine documents of the session’s work. These papers had been kept 
together by sessions; but a former librarian probably as an argumentum 
ad hominem to the legislator (who, finding something from his own 
county, might be induced to take more interest in the records) directed 











336 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


that all of the petitions should be taken and arranged and indexed 
separately. There has been a difference of opinion as to the advisa- 
bility of separating the sessions papers, and some think it would have 
been better to preserve their unity, and calendar all of one session 
together. 

But there is no doubt about the need for beginning a calendar, and 
none whatever about the manner in which the one just published, has 
been done. Only those who are acquainted with the original petitions, 
many of them in bad condition and difficult to read, can appreciate Dr. 
Eckenrode’s most successful work. He has studied the contents of each 
paper and given its substance in a brief abstract ina manner worthy of 
high commendation. 

Space will not allow a discussion of the contents of the Calendar. It 
embraces petitions on almost every imaginable subject on which indi- 
viduals or groups of people could approach a Legislature. The full 
index renders its examination easy. 

While one division of the Library was attending to our manuscript 
records, another was taking up the work of listing and describing what 
has been printed in and about Virginia. This was pioneer work and is 
so essential to an understanding of our past that it is surprising that it 
should not have been sooner done. The expense and labor required 
have no doubt deterred individual students. 

The selection of a bibliographer has proved a happy one. Though 
Mr. Torrence had not had experience in bibliographical work previously 
to coming to the State Library, it is evident that his deep interest in 
Virginia history and hard study have qualified him to do a piece of work 
which has received strong praise from learned and acute critics. 

The bibliographer visited most of the large libraries in the eastern 
portion of the United States and made careful studies of every work 
prior to 1776, which related to Virginia. The result, now presented, is 
an admirable bibliography of Coionial Virginia from 1608 to 1753, 
inclusive. The bibliographical and historical comments are very 
interesting, and this is especially the case in those on early printing in 
Virginia and on the newspapers. 

One should be a specialist in bibliography to do full justice to Mr. 
Torrence’s work, but all students of Virginia history can appreciate the 
great help the “Bibliography of Colonial Virginia” is to them, and are 
duly grateful to the library and the bibliographer. 

By a fire at the printers the only copy for titles between 1753 and 
1776 was destroyed; but it is hoped that the work of replacing and pub- 
lishing these will be promptly taken in hand. 
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